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ADVENTURES 
© F | 


Ferdinand Count Fathom. 


[ Continuation of CHAP. LII.] 


AT HOM, in his reſearches, found that the 

great world was wholly engrofled by a few prac- 

titioners who had arrived at the ſummit of repu- 
tation, conſequently, were no longer obliged to culti- 
vate thoſe arts by which they roſe;-and that the reſt of 
the buſineſs was parcelled out into ſmall incloſures, oc- 
cupied by diffe: cat groupes of perſonages, male and fe- 
male, who ſtood in rings, and toſſed the ball from one 
to another, there being in each department two ſets, the 
individuals of which relieved one another occaſionally. 
Every knot was compoſed of a waiting-woman, nurſe, 
apothecary, ſurgeon and phyſician, and ſometimes, a 
midwife was admitted into the party; and in this 
manner the farce was commonly performed. | 

A fine lady, fatigued with idleneſs, complains o 

the vapours, is deprived of her reſt, though not ſs 
ſick as to have recourſe to medicine: her favourite 
maid, tired with giving her atiendance. in the night, 
thinks proper, for the benefit of her own repoſe, to 
complain of a violent head-ach, and recommends to 
her miſtreſs a nurſe of approved tendergeſs and diſ- 
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cretion ; at whoſe houſe (in all likelihood) the ſaid 
chamber-maid hath oft given the rendezveus to a male | 
friend. The nurſe, well ſkilled in the myſteries of 
her occupation, perſuades the patient, that her ma- | 
lady, far from being flight or chimerical, may pro- 
ceed to a very dangerous deyree of the hyſterical af- 
fection, unleſs it be nipt in the bud by ſome very ef. 
fectual remedy : then the recounts a ſurpriſing cure 
. performed by a certain apothccary, and appeals 10 
the teſtimony of the waiting-woman, who being the 
goilip of his wife, confirms the evidence, and corro- 
borates the propoſal. The apothecary being ſum— 
moued, finds her ladyſhip in ſuch a delicate ſituation, 
that he de-lines preſciibing, and adviſes her to fend 
for a phy ſician without delay. The nomination, of 
courſe, falls to him, and the doctor being called, de- 
clarcs the neccility of immediate veneſcttion, which 
is accordingly performed by the ſurgeon of the aſſo- 
ciat ion. * 
This is one way of beginning the game: though 
the commencement often varies, and ſometimes the 
apothecary, and ſometimes the phyſician opens the 
ſcene; but, be that as it will, they always appear in. 
a ſtring, like a flight of wild geeſe, and each confe- 
deracy maintains a correſpondence with one particu- 
lar undertaker. Fathom, upon theſe conſiderations, 
fet up his reſt in the firſt floor of an apothecary in the 
neighbourbood of Charing croſs, to whom he was. 
introduced by a letter from a friend at Tunbridge, 
and who being made acquainted with his ability and 
ſcheme, promiſed to let flip no apportunity of ſerv- 
ing him; and, indeed, ſeemed to.eſpouſe his intereſt 
with great alacrity. He introduced him to ſome of 
his patients, on the ſtrength of a gratis viſit, founded 
forth his praife among all the good women of his 
acquaintance; and even prevailed upon him to pub - 
hh advertiſements, importing, that he would, every 
day, at a certain time and place, give his advice to the 
poor far nothing; hoping, that, by means of 5 
; * 
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lucky cure, his fame might be extended, and his'prac- 
tice grow into requeſt. 

In the mean time, his chariot rolled along through 
all the molt frequented ſtreets, during the whole fore-- 
noon, and, at the uſual hour, he never failed to make 
his appearance at the medical coffee-houſe, with-alt 


that ſolemnity of feature and addreſs, by which the 


modern ſons of Pæan are diſtinguiſhed ; not but that 
he was often puzzled about the deciſion of his diurnal 
route: for the method of driving up one ſtreet, and 
down another, without halting, was become ſuch a 
ſtale expedient, that the very 'prentices uſed to ſtand 
at the ſhop doors, and ridicule the vain parade. At 
length, however, he peruſed the map of London witty 
diligence, and having acquired a diſtinct idea of its 
topography, uſcd to alight at the end of long narrow 
thorough-tarcs, and paved courts, where the chariot 
was ordered to wait till his return; and walking with 
great gravity through the different turnings of theſe. 
alleys, regain his carriage by another paſſage, and re- 
ſume his ſeat with an air of val importance, With a 
view to protract the time of his ſuppoſed viſits, he 
would, at one place, turn aſide to the wall: at au- 
other, cheapen an urinal: at a third corner, read a 
quack advertiſement, or lounge a'few minutes in 
tome bookſeller's ſhop ; and, laſtly, glide into ſome 
obſcure coffee-houſe, and treat himſelf with a dram of 
uſquebaugh, 

The other means uſed to force a trade, ſuch as or- 
dering himſelf to be called from. church, alarming the 
neighbourhood with knocking at his door ia the night, 
receiving ſudden meſſages in places of refort, and in- 
ſerting his cures by way of news in the daily papers, 
had been ſo injudiciouſly hackueyed by every deſpe- . 
rate ſculler in phyſic, that they had loſt their effect up- 
on the public, and therefore were excluded from the 
plan of our adventurer, whoſe ſcheme, for the preſent, 
was to exert himſelf in winning the favour of -thole 
ſage Sybils, who kcep, as it were, the temple of me. 
A4 | e 
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<icine, and admit the young prieſt to the ſervice of 
the altar; but this he conſidered as a temporary pro- 
ject only, until he ſhould have acquired intereſt enough 
to erect ap hoſpital, lock, or infirmary, by the volun- 
tary ſubſcription of his friends; a ſcheme which had 
ſuecceded to a miracle, with many of the profeſſion, 
who had raiſed themſelves into notice, upon the car- 
caſes of the poor, 

Yet, even this branch was already over-ſtocked, in- 
ſomuch that almoſt every ſtreet was furniſhed with 
one of theſe charitable receptacles, which, inſtead of 
diminiſhing the taxes for the maintenance of the poor, 
encouraged the vulgar to be idle and diſſolute, by 
opening an aſylum to them, and their families,-from 
the diſeaſes of poverty and intemperance: for it re- 
mains to be proved, that the pariſh rates are decreaſ- 
ed, the bills of mortality leſſened, the people more 
numerous, or the ſtreets lefs infefted with beggars, 
notwithitanding the immenſe ſums yearly granted by 
individuals for the relief of the indigent. 

But, waving theſe reflections, doctor Fathom hoped, 
that his landlord would be a moſt uſeful implement 
ſor extending his influence, and, for that reaſon, ad- 
mitted him into a degree of partnerſhip, after being 
fully convinced, that he was not under articles to an 
other phyſician, Nevertheleſs, he was very w bor 
miſtaken in reckoning on the importance of his new 
ally, who was, hke kiraſelf, a needy adventurer, ſet- 
tled upon credit, and altogether unemployed, except 
among the very refuſe of the people, whom no other 

rſon would take the trouble to attend: ſo that our 
1 little elſe than experience and trouble, except- 
ing a ſew guineas, which he made ſhift to glean 
among ſojourners, with whom he became occaſion- 
ally asquainted, or young people, who had been un- 
fortunate in their amours. 

In the midſt of theſe endeavours, he did not omit 
his duty to the old gentlewoman, whoſe daughter he 
had cured at Tunbridge; and wes always received 
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with particular complacency, which, perhaps, he in 
ſome meaſure, owed to his genteel equipage, that gave 
credit to every door before Which it was ſeen; vet 
Miſs Biddy was as inacceſſible as ever, while the mo- 
ther became more and more warm in her civilities, 
till at length, after having prepared him with ſome 
extraordinary compliments, ſhe gave him to under» 
ſtand, that Biddy was no better than a giddy-headed 
girl, far from being unexceptionable in her moral 
character, and particularly deficient in duty and gra- 
titude to her, Who had been always a tender and in- 
dulgent parent; ſhe was therefore determined to pu- 
niſh the young minx, for her levity, and want of na- 
tural affection, by altering her on condition, could 
ſhe find a worthy and agreeable man, on whom ſhe 
could beſtow her hand and fortune without a bluſh. 
The film was inſtantly removed from Fathom's eyes 
by this declaration, which ſhe uttered with ſuch a ſig- 
nificency of look, as thrilled to his ſoul with joyful 
preſage, while he replied, it would, indeed, be a dif- 
ticult taſk to find a man who merited ſuch happineſs 
and honour; but, ſurely, Tome there were, who 
would taſk their faculties to the uttermoſt, in mani- 
felting their gratitude, and deſire of rendering them- 
ſelves worthy of ſuch diſtinction. Though this an- 
{wer was pronounced in ſuch'a manner, as gave her 
to underſtand he had taken the hint, ſhe would not 
cheapen her,condeſcenfion ſo much as to explain her- 
ſelf further at that juncture, and he was very well con- 
tented to woo her on her own terms; accordingly he 
began to ſeaſon his behaviour with a ſpice of-gallan- 
try, when he had opportunities of being particular 
with this new 1namorata, and in proportion to the re- 
turns ſhe made, he gradually detached himſelf from 
Miſs Biddy, by wmtermitting, and at laſt dzicontinuing 
thoſe ardent expreſſions of love and admiration, which 
he had made ſhift to convey in private looks and ſtolen 
prom, pk during the rancorous in ſpection of her mo- 
a 4 4% 1 ö 5 oY 
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Such alteration could not long eſcape the jealous 
eyes of the young lady, no more than the cauſe of this 
alienation, which in a moment, converted all her love 
into irreconcileable hate, and filled her whole ſoul 
with the moſt eager deſire of vengeance: for ſhe now 
not only conſidered him as a mercenary wretch, who 
han ſlighted her attractions for the ſordid gratifications 
of avarice, but alſo as an interloper, who wanted to 
- Intercept her fortune, in the odious character of a fa- 
ther-in-law. But, before ſhe could bring her aim to 
any ripeneſs of contrivance, her mother having caught 
— at church, was ſcized with a rheumatic fever, 
became delirious in leſs than three days, and notwith- 
Aanding all the preſcriptions and care of her admirxer, 

ave up the ghoſt, without having retrieved the uſe of 
2 ſenſes, or been able to manifeſt, by will, the ſen- 
timents ſhe entertained in favour of her phyſician, who 
{as the reader will eaſily perceive) had more reaſons 
than one, to be mortally chagrined at this event. 


— Miſs Biddy being thus put in poſſeſſion of the whole 


Inheritance, not only renounced all correſpondence 
with doctor Fathom, by for bidding him the houſe, but 
Hkewiſe took all opportunities of prejudicing his cha- 
rater, by hinting, that her dear mamma had fallen a 
facrifice to his ignorance and preſumption.” 


CHAP. LEI. 
Acquires employment, in gonſequence of a lucky miſcarriage, 


HESE ill offices, however, far from anſwering 


» her purpoſe, had a quite contrary effect: for in 
conſequence of her invectives, he was, in a few days, 
ezlled to the wife of a merchant, who piouſly hoped, 
that his practice would not give Miſs Biddy the lie. 
The patient had long lingered under a complication 
| of diſtempers, and being in no immediate danger of 

her life, doctor Fathom was in no hurry*to ſtrike 4 
d eciſive ftroke; till the huſband growing impatient of 


- clay, and ſo explicite in his hints, that it was imho 


ble 
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Gble to apprehend his meaning, our adventurer re” 
ſolved to do ſomething effectual for his ſatisfaftion? 
and preſcribed a medicine of ſuch rough operations 
as he thought, muſt either oblige his employer, or 
produce a change in the lady's conſtitution, that 
would make a noiſe in the world, and bring a new 
acceſſion to his fame. 

Proceeding ypon theſe maxims, he could not be 
diſappointed : the remedy played its part with ſuch 
violence, as reduced the patient to extremity, and the - 
merchant had actually beſpoke an undertaker; when, 
after a ſeries ot ſwoonings and convulſions, nature ſo 
far prevailed, as to expel, at once, the preſcription and 
the diſeaſe; yet the good-natured huſband was ſo 
much affected with the agonies to which he ſaw the 
wife of his boſom expoſed by this I aagas. that al- 
, though the effect of it was her perfect recovery, he 
* never could bear the fight of Fathom, for the future, 

nor even hear his name mentioned, without giving 
5 igns of horror and indignation : nay, he did not ſcru- 
* ple to affirm, that had our adventurer been endowed 
1 with the leaſt tincture of humanity, he would have 
* 
a 


ſuffered the poor woman to depart in peace, rather 
than reſtore her to health, at the expence of ſuch anx- 
iety and torture. | 

On the other hand, this extraordinary cure was 
blazoned abroad by the good lady, and her goſlips, 
with ſuch exaggerations as rouſed the aſtoniſhment of. 


e. the public, and concurred with the report of his laſt 
8 miſcarriage, to bring him upon the carpet, as the uni- 


verſal ſubject of dilcourſe. When a phyſician be- 
comes the town talk, he generally concludes his bu- 


F ſinefſs more than half done, even though his fame 
i ſhould wholly turn upon his mal- practice; inſomuch 
8 that ſome members of the faculty have been heard 
of to complain, that they never had the good fortune te 
„ be publicly accuſed of homicide; and it is well 
of known, that a certain famous empyrick, of our day, 
* never flouriſhed to any degree of wealth and reputa- 

g A 6 tion, 
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Hon, till after he had been attacked in print, and fairly 
convicted of having deſtroyed a good number of the 
human ſpecies. Succeſs raiſed upon ſuch a founda- 
tion, would, by a diſciple of Plato, and ſome mo- 
dern moralifts, be aſcribed to the innate virtue and 
generoſity of the human heart, which naturally el. 
pouſes the cauſe that needs protection: but I, whole 
notions of human excellence are nat quite fo ſub. 
me, am apt to believe it is owing to that ſpirit of 
ſelf. conceit and contradiction, which is, at leaſt, as 
univerſal, if not as natural, as the moral ſenſe ſo 
warmly contended for by thoſe ideal philoſophers. 
The melt inſamous wretch often finds his account 
in theſe principles-of mal#volence and ſelf love: for 
whetrelocver his character falls under diſcuſſion, there 
is generally ſome perſon preſent, Who, either hom an 
affectation of ſingularity, or envy to the accuſers, un- 
dertakes his defence, and endeavouis to invalidate the 
articles of his impeachment, until he 1s heated by al- 
tercation, and harricd into more effectual meaturcs 
for his advantage. If ſuch benefits accrue to thoſe 
who have no real merit to depend upon; ſurely, our 
hero : could not but reap fomething extraordinary 
from the debates to which he now gave riſe; as by 
the miraculous cure he had effected, all his patient's 
friends, all the enemies of her hutband, all thoſe 
who envied his other adverſary, were intereſted in his 
behalf, excluſive of ſuch admiters as ſurprize and cu- 
rioſity might engage in his cauſe. 

Thus wafted upon the wings of applauſe, his fame 
ſoon diffuſcd itſelf into all the corners of this great 
capital: the news-papers teemed with his praiſe ; and 
in order to keep up the attention of the public, his 
emiſſaries, male and female; ſeparated into different 
coffee · houſes, companies, and clubs, where they did 
not fail io comment upon theſe articles of intelli- 
gence: Such a favourable incident is, of itfelf, ſutti- 
cient to float the bark of a man's fortune he was, in 
a few days; called to another lady, — ag6h 
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the ſame diſorder he had ſo ſucceſsfully diſpelled, 
and ſhe thought herſelf benetited by his advice. His 
acquaintance naturally extended itſelf among the vi- 
ſitants and alhes of his patient's; he was recom- 
mended-from family to family: the fees began to 
multiply ; a variety of footmen appeared every day 
at his door; he diſcontinued his ſham circuit, and 
looking upon the preſent conjuncture, as that tide in 
his affairs, Which (according to Shakeſpear) when 
taken at the full, leads on to fortune, he reſolved, that 
the opportunity ſhould not be loſt, and applied him- 
felf with ſuch afliduity to his practice, that, in all 
likelihood, he would have carried the palm from all 
his cotemporaries, had not he ſplit upon the fame rock 
which had ſhipwrecked his hopes before. 

We have formerly defcanted upon that venereal 
appetite, which glowed in the chnſtitution of our ad- 
venturer, and which all his philoſophy and caution 
could hardly keep within bounds ; the reader, there- 
fore, will not be mack ſurpriſed, to learn, that, in 
the exerciſe of his ptoſeſhon, he contracted an inti- 
macy with a clergyman's wife, whom he attended as 
a phyſician, and whoſe conjugal virtue he ſubdued. 
by a long ana diligent cxeri1on of his deluſive arts, 
while her mind was enervated by fickneſs, and her 
huſbind abroad upon his neceſſary occahons. This 
unhappy patient, who was a woman of an agreeable 
per ſon, and lively converſation, fell a facrifice to 
her own ſecurity and felf-conceit ; her want of health 
had confined her to a ſedentary life, and her imagi- 
nation being active and retileſs, ſhe had ſpent thoſe 
hours in reading, which other young women devote 
to company add diverfion : but, as her ftudies were 
not fuverintended-by any perfor: of taſte, ſhe had in- 
dulged her own fancy without method or propriety. 
The SpeCtator taught her to be aceritic 2nd philoſo- 
pier; from plays ſhe learned poetry and wit; aud 
derived her knowledge of life from books of hiſtory 
and adventures. Fiopght with theſe acquiſitions, and 
= ſurniſhed 


124 The ADVENTURES of 


| furniſhed by nature with uncommon vivacity, ſhe 
deſpiſed her own ſex, and courted the ſociety of 
men, among whom ſhe thought her talents might be 
more honourably diſplayed ; fully confident of her 
own virtue and ſagacity, which enabled her to ſet all 
their arts at defiance. 

Thus qualified, ſhe, in an evil hour, had recourſe 
to the advice of our adventurer, for ſome ailment 
under which ſhe had long laboured ; and found ſuck 
relief from his ſkill, as very much prepoſſeſſed her 
in his favour : ſhe was no led plea ſed with his obli- 
ging manners, than with his phyſic; awd found much 
entertainment in his converſation, ſo that the ac- 
quaintance- proceeded to a degree of intimacy; dur- 
ing which, he perceived her weak fide, and being 
enamoured of her perſon, flattered her out of all her 
caution. , The privilege of his character furniſhed 
him with opportunitics to lay ſnares for her virtue, 
and taking advantage of that liftleſſnefs, languor, and 
indolence of the ſpirits, by which all the vigilance to 
the ſoul is relaxed, he, after a long courſe of attention 
and perſeverance, found means to make ſhipwreck of 
her peace. ye 

Though he maſtered her chaſtity, he could not 
quiet her conſcience, which inceſſantly upbraided her 
with breach of the marriage vow ; nor did her un- 
doer eſcape without a ſhare of the reproaches ſug- 
geſted by her penitence and remorſe. This internal 
anxiety co-operating with her diſcaſe, and, perhaps, 
with the medicines he preſcribed, reduced her to the 
brink of the grave; when her huſband returned from 
a neighbouring kingdom, in conſequence of her ear- 
neſt requeſt, joined to the information of her friends, 
Who had, written to him an account of the extremity 
in which ſhe was. The good man was afflicted be- 
yond meaſure, when he ſaw himſelf upon the verge 
of loſing a wife whom he had always tenderly oY : 
but, what were his emotious, when ſhe, taking the 


firlt opportunity of his being alone with her, ow” 
| 0 
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ed him to this effect: 4am now haſtening towards 
© that diſſolution, from which no mortal is exempt- 
+ ed ; and though the proſpect of futurity is altoge- 

ther clouded and uncertain, my conſcience will not 
© allow me to plunge into eternity, without unbur- 
© thening my mind, and by an ingenuous confeſſion, 
© making all the atonement in my power, for the in- 
« gratitude I have been guilty of, and the wrongs L 
© have committed againit a virtuous huſband, who 
+ never gue me cauſe of complaint. You ſtand 
* amazed at this preamble; but, alas! how will you 
© be ſhocked when I own that I have betrayed you 
© in your abſence ; that I have treſpaſſed againſt God 
© and my marriage-vow, and, fallen from the pride 
© and conſidenee of virtue, to the moſt abject tate of 
vice: yes, I have been unfaithful to your bed, have 
ing fallen a victim to the infernal inſinuations of a 
* villain, who took advantage of my weak and un- 
guarded moments. Fathom is the wretch who hath 
thus injured your honour, and ruined. my unſuſ- 
© peQting innocence. I have nothing to plead in al- 
© leviation of my crime, but the moſt ſincere contri» 
© tion. of beart ; and though, at any other juncture, 
I could not expect your forgiveneſs, yet, as I now 
touch the goal of life, þ truſt in your humanity and 
+ benevolence, for that pardon which will lighten 
the ſorrows of my ſoul, and thoſe prayers which 1 
hope will entule me to favour at the throne of 
grace.“ 

The poor huſband was ſo much overwhelmed with 
grief and confuſion, at this unexpected addreſs, that 
de could not recollect himſelf till after a pauſe of ſe- 
veral minutes, when uttering a hollow groan, * I will 
© not,” ſaid he, * aggravate your ſufferings, by re- 
« proaching you with my wrongs; though your con- 
© duR hath been but an ill return for all my tender» 
* neſs and eſteem. I look upon it as a trial of my 
* chriſtian patience, and bear my misfortnne with re- 
ion; mean while, I forgive you from my 

| heart, 
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heart, and fervently pray; that yqur repentance 
may be acceptable to the father of mercy.” So 
"ſaying, he approached her bed-{ide, and embraced 
her in token of his ſincerity. Whether this generous 
condeſcenſion diffuſed ſuch a compoſure upon her 
ſpirits, as tended to the eaſe and refreſhment of na- 
ture, which had been almoſt exhauſted by diſeaſe and 
vexation; certain it is, that, from this day, ſhe began 
to ſtruggle with her meulady in ſurprizing efforts; and 
hourly gained ground, until her health was pretty 
well reeſtabliſhed. 
| | This recovery was {o far beyond the huſband's ex- 
pectation, that he began to make very ſerious reflec- 
| | tions on the event, and even to wiſh he had not been 
quite ſo precipitate in pardoning the backſhdings of his 
wife; for, though he could not withhold his com- 
paſſion from a dying penitent, he did not at all reliſh 
| the thoughts of cohabiting, as uſual, with a wife, 
ſelf- convicted of the violation of the matrimonial con- 
tract: he therefore conſidered his declaration as no 
more than a proviſional pardon, to take place on con- 
dition of her immediate death; and, in a little time, 
not only communicated to her his ſentiments on this 
ſubje& ; but alſo ſeparated himſelf from her com- 
pany, ſecured the evidence of her maid, who had 
been confidante in her amour with Fathom, and im- 
mediately ſet on foot a proſecution againſt our ad- 
venturer, whoſe behaviour to his wife, he did not 
fail to promulgate, with all its aggravating circum- 
ſtances, | By theſe means the doctor's name became 
ſo notorious, that every man was afraid of admitting 
him into his houſe, and every woman aſhamed of 
ſoliciting his advice. 


CHAP. LIV. 
His eclipſe, and gradual declination, 
"RN F{ ISFORTUNES ſeidom come ſingle: upon the 
'1VT1 back of this hue and ery, he unluckily pre- 
Aetibed phlebotomy to a gentleman of — 
1 W 
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e who chanced to expire during the operation ; and 
50 quarrelled with his landlord che aporhecary, who 
d charged him with having forgot the good offices he 
18 had done him in the beginning of his career ; and 
r deſired he would provide himſelf with another 
- lodging. 

d All theſe mis-haps treading upon the heels of one 
1 another, had a very very — 2 effect upon his 
d practice. At every tea- table, his name was occaſion- 
y aily put to the toiture, with that of the vile creature 


whom he had ſeduced ; though it was generally taken 
- for granted, by all thoſe female caſuiſts, that ſhe muſt 
- have made the firſt advances; for it could not be 
1 ſuppoſed, that any man would take much trouble in 
$ laying ſchemes for the ruin of a perſon whoſe attrac- 
tions were ſo lender, eſpecially conſidering the ill 
ſtate of her health, a circumſtance that ſeldom adds 
| to a woman's beauty. or good humour; beſides, the 
was always a pert minx, that affected fingularity, and 
a maſculine manner of ſpeaking ; and many of them 
had foreſeen, that ſhe would, ſome time or other, 
bring herſelf into ſuch a premunire. At all goſhp. 
ings, where the apothecary or his wife aſſiſted, Fa- 
thom's pride, ingratitude, and malpractice were 
3 : in all clubs of married men, he was men- 
tioned with marks of abhorrence and deteſtation; and 
every medical coffec houſe rung with his reproach, 
Inftances of his ignorance and preſumption were 
quoted, and many particulars feigned for the purpoſe 
of defamation; ſo that our hero was exactly in the 
ſituation of a horſeman, who, in riding at full ſpeed 
for the plate, is thrown from the ſaddle in the middle 
of the race, and left without ſenſe or motion upon 
the plain. His progreſs, though rapid, had been ſo 
ſhort, that he could not be ſuppoſed to have laid up 
ſtore againſt the day of trouble; and as he ftill cheriſh- 
ed hopes of ſurmounting thoſe obſtacles which had 
ſo ſuddenly ſtarted up in his way, he would not re- 
ſign his cquipage, nor retrench his expences; but 
appeared, 
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appeared; as uſual, in all public places, with that 
ſerenity and confidence of feature which he had 
never depoſited ; and maintained his external pomp, 
upon the little he had reſerved in the days of his pro- 
ſperity, and the credit he had acquired by the punc- 
tuality of his former payments, Both theſe funds, 
however, failed in a, very little time: his law-ſuit 
was a gulph that ſwallowed up all his ready money; 
and the gleanings-of his practice were ſcarce ſufficient 
to aaſwer his pocket expences, which now encrealed 
in proportion to the decreale of buſineſs; for as he 
had more idle time, and weas-leſs admitted into pri- 
vate families, ſo he thought he had more occaſion to 
enlarge his acquaintance among his own ſex, who 
alone were able to ſupport him in his diſgrace with 
the other. He accordingly lifted himſelf in ſeveral 
clubs, and endeavoured io monopolize the venercal 
branch of trade ; though this. was but an indifferent 
reſource; for almoſt all his patients of this claſs, were 
fach as either could not, or would not properly. re- 
compence the phyſician, . 

For ſome time, he lingered in this fituation, with- 
out geing upwards. or downwards, floating like a 
wiſp-of '{traw, at the turning of the tide, until he 
could no longer.amule the perſon of whom he had 
hired his coach horſes, os poſtpone the other demands, 
which multiplied upon bim every day, Then was 
his chariot overturned with a hideous craſh, and his 
face ſo much wounded with the ſhivers of the glaſs, 
which went to pieces in the fall, that he appeared in 
the coffeehouſe with half a dozen black patches upon 
his countenance, gave a moſt ciicumſtantial detail of 
the riſque he had run, and declared, that he did not 
believe he ſhould ever hazard himfelt again in any 
fort of wheel carriage. 

Soon aſter this accident, he took an opportunity 
of telling his friends, in the ſame public place, that 
he had turned away his footman, on account of his 
Arunkenneſs, and wes: iclolved, for the future, 10 
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keep none but maids in his ſervice, becauſe the men 
ſervants are generally impudent, lazy, debauched, or 


— diſhoneſt; and, after all, neither ſo neat, handy, or 
hate agrecable as the other ſex. In the rear of this reſo- 
WA lution, he ſhifted his lodgings into a private court, 
nds, being diſtracted with the din of carriages, that ſtiſturb 
uit the inhabitants who live towards the open ſtreet ;. 
ey; and gave his acquaintance to underſtand, that he had 
zent a medical work upon the anvil, Which he could not. 
oled finiſh without being indulged in ſilenee and tranquil- 
he lity. In effect, he gradually put on the exteriors of 
7 an author: his Walch, with an horizontal movement 
4485 by Graham, which he had often mentioned, and 
ho Bi fhewn as a very curious piece of workmanſhip, began, 
irh about this time, to be very much out of order, and 
ral was committed to the care of a mender, who was in 
cal no huriy to reſtore: it. His tye-wig degenerated into 
* 2 major; he ſometimes: appemed without a ſword, 
”Y and was even obſerved in public with a ſecond day's. 
"ny ſhirt : at Jaſt, his clothes became ruſty, and when he 
walked about the ſtreets, his head turned round in a 
the ſurprizing manner, by an involuntary motion in his. 
* neck, which he had contracted by an habit of recon- 
he noitering the ground, that he might avoid all dange- 
ad rous-or diſagreeable encounters. : 
5, Fathom, finding himſelf deſcending the hill of ſor- 
6 tune, with an acquired gravitation, ſtrove to catch at 
*. every twig, in oder to ſtop or retard his deſcent. He 
55 now regretted the opportunities he had neglected, of- 
wy marrying one of ſeveral women of moderate fortune, 
on who had made advances to him, in the zenith of his 
of reputation; and endeavoured, by forcing himſelf into a 
% lower path of life than any hc had hitherto trod, to 
Keep hinifelf afloat, with the portion of ſome tradeſ- 
man's daughter, whom he meant to cſpouſe. While 
ty he exerted himſelf in this purſuit, he happened. in 
at returning from a place about thyty miles from Lone. 
* don, to become acquainted, in the ſtage coach, wih 
f young woman, of avery homely appearance, Ly ew 
| m 
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from the driver's information, he underſtood to be 
the niece of a country juſtice, and daughter of a ſoa 
boiler, who had lived and died in London, and jeh 
her, in her infancy, ſole heireſs of his effects, which 
. amounted to four thouſand pounds. The uncle, who 
was her guardian, had kept her ſacred from the know. 
ledge of the world, reſolving to effect a match be- 
twixt her and his own fm; and it was with much 
difficulty he had conſented to this journey, which ſhe 
had undertaken as a vifit to her own mother, who 
had married a ſecond huſband in town. 

Fraught with theſe anecdotes, Fathom began to put 
forth his gallantry and good humour, and in a word, 
was admitted by the lady, to the privilege of an c- 
— —— in which capacity be viſited her during 

e term of her reſidence in London; and as there 
was no time to be loft, declared his honourable in- 
tentions: he had ſuch a maniſeſt advantage, in point 
of perſonal accompliſhments, over the young gentle- 
man who was deſtined for her huſband, that ſhe 


did not diſdain his propoſals, and before ſhe ſet out 


for the country, he had made ſuch progreſs in her 
heart, that the day was actually fixed for their nup- 


tials, on which he faithfully promiſed to carry her | 


off in a coach and fix, How to raiſe money for this 
expedition was all the difficulty that remained: for, 
by this trme, his finances were utterly dried up, and 
his credit altogether exhauſted. Upon a very pref 
ſing occaſion, he had formerly applied himſelf to a 
certain wealthy quack, who had relieved his neceſ- 
ſities by lending him a ſmall ſam of money, in return 
for having communicated to him a ſecret medicine, 
which he affirmed to be the moſt admirable ſpecifick 
that ever was invented. The noſtrum had been uſed, 
and luckily for him, ſucceeded in the trial; fo that 
the empyrick, in the midſt of his ſatisfaction, began 
to reflect, that this ſame Fathom, who pretended to 
de in poſſeſſion of a great many remedies, equally 
#ficacious, would certainly become a 1 
a Tv 
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) be rival to him, in his buſineſs, ſhould he eveg be able 
ſoap to extricate himſelf trom his preſent difficulties. 
left In conſequence of theſe figgeſtions, he reſolved to 
hich keep our adventurer's head under water, by main- 
w ho taining him in the molt abject dependance; accor- 
ow. dingly he had, from time to time, accommodatec| uim 
be. with ſmall trifles, which barely ſerved to ſupport his 
uch exiſtence, and even for theſe had taken notes of hand, 
ſhe that he might have a ſcourge over head, in caſe he 
vho ſhould prove inſolent or refractory. To this bene- 
factor Fathom applied for a reinforcement of twenty 
put guineas, which he ſolicited with the more confidence, 
1d, as that ſum would certainly enable him to repay all 
ac- other obligations. The quack would advance the 
ing money upon no other condition, than that of know- 
ere ing the ſcheme, which being explained, he complied 
in- with Ferdinand's requeſt; but at the ſame time pri- 
int vately diſpatched an expreſs to the young lady's 
le- uncle, with a full account of the whole conſpiracy; 
ke ſo that when the doctor arrived at the inn, according 
Jut to appointment, he was received by his worſhip, in 
er rſon, who gave him to underſtand, that his niece 
p- ad changed her mind, and gone fifty miles farther 
er | into the country to viſit a relation, This was a 
1s rievous diſappointment to Fathom, who really be- 
Ir, fieved his miltreſs had forſaken him through mere 
id levity and caprice, and was not undeceived till ſeve- 
lo ral months after her marriage with her couſin, when, 


at an accidental meeting in London, ſhe explained 


a 
. the ſtory of the ſecret intelligence, and excuſed her 
n marriage, as the effect of rigorous uſage and com- 
e, pulſion. 

K Had our hero been really enamoured of her perſon, 


he might have probably accompliſhed his wiſhes, 

notwithſtanding the ſteps ſhe had taken: but this 

was not the caſe; his paſſion was of a different na- 

ture, and the object of it effectually without his reach. 

With regard to his appetite for women, as it was an 

anfirmity of his congitution, which he could not 
— a 


- 
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overcome, and as he was in nd condition to gratiſy 


of being apprehende 
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it at a great expence, he had of late choſen an hou{c- 
keeper from the hundreds of Drury, and io avoid 
ſcandal, allowed her to, aſſume his name. As to the 
intimation which had been ſent to the country juſtice, 
he immediately imputed it to the true author, whon 


he marked for his vengeance accordingly, but, in the 


mean time, ſuppreſſed his reſentment, becauſe he, 


in ſome meaſure, depended upon him for ſubſiſtence. 
On the other hand, the quack, dreading the for- 


wardneſs and plauſibility of our hero, which might, 


one time or other, render him independent, put a 


ſtop to thoſe ſupplies, on pretence of finding them 


inconvenient, but out of his friendſhip and good 


will to Fathom, undertook to procure tor him ſuch 
letters of recommendation, as would infallibly make 
his fortune in the Weſt-Indies, and even to fit him 
ont iu a genteel manner for the voyage. Ferdinand 
perceived his draft, and thanked him for his generous 
offer, which he would not fail to conſider with all 
due deliberation: though he was determined againſt 
the propoſal, but obliged ro temporize, that he might 


not incur the diſpleaſure of this man, at whoſe mercy 
he lay. Mean while the proſecution againſt him, in 


Doctor's Commons, drew near a period, and the 


Jawyers were clamorous for money, without which 


he foreſaw he ſhould loſe the advantage which hie 
cauſc had lately acquired by the death of his antago- 


-niſt's chief evidence: he therefore, ſeeing every other 


channel ſhut up, _ to doubt, whether the riſk 
or ſlain in the character of an 
highwayman, was not over-balanced by the proſpect 


of beingacquitted of a charge which had ruined his 


reputation and fortune, and actually entertained 
thoughts of taking the arr on Hounflow-Heath, when 
he was diverted from this expedient by a very ſingu- 


:Jar adventure, 


1 
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CHA P.' XV. 
Aſter divers unſucceſsful efforts, he has recour ſe to the 


matrimonial nooſe. 


HANCING to meet with one of his acquain- 
tance at a certain coffee-houſe, the diſcuurſe 
turned upon the characters of-mankind, when, among 
other oddities, his friend brought upon the carpet a 
certain old gentlewoman of ſuch a rapacious diſpoſi- 
tion, that, like -a jack-daw, ſhe never beheld any 
metalline ſubſtance without an inclination, and even 
an effort to ſecrete it for her own ule and contempla- 
tion: nor was this infirmity originally produced 
from indigence, inaſmuch as her circumſtances had 


been always affluent, and ſhe was now poſſeſſed of a 


conſiderable ſum of money in the funds; notwith- 
ſtandiug which, the avarice of her nature tempted her 
to let lodgings, though few people could hve under 
the ſame roof with ſuch an original, who rather than 
be idle, had often füched pieces of her own plate, 
and charged her ſervants with the theft, or hinted 
ſuſpicion of her lodgers. Fathom, {truck with the 
deſcription, ſoon perceived how this woman's di- 
ſeaſe might be converted to his advantage ; and after 
having obtained ſufficient intelligence, on pretence of 
ſatisfying his curioſity, he viſited the widow, in con- 
fequence of a bill at her door, and actually hired an 
apartment in her houſe, whither he forthwith repaired 
with his inamorata. It was not long before he per- 
ceived that his landlady's character had been miſre« 
preſented ; he fed her diſtemper with divers incon- 
ſiderable trinkets, ſuch as copper medals, 'cork 
{crews, odd buckles, and a paultry ſeal ſet in ſilver, 
which were, at different times, laid as baits for her 
infirmity, and always conveyed away with remarka- 
ble eagerneſs; which he and his Dulcinea took pleas 
ſure in obſerving from an unexpected place. Thus 
confirmed in his opinion, he at length took an oppor- 

unity 


* 
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tunity of expoſing a metal watch that belonged to his 
miſtreſs, and ſaw it ſeized, with great ſatisfaction, in 
the ahſcuce of his help-mate, who had gone abroad 
on purpoſe. According to inſtruction, ſhe ſoon re. 
turned, and began to raiſe a terrible clamour about 
the loſs. ot her watch; upon which ſhe was condoled 
by her landlady, who ſeemed to doubt the integrity 
of the maid, and even propoſed, that Mrs. Fathom 
ſhould apply to ſome juſtice of the peace, for a. war. 
rant to ſearch the ſervant's trunk. The lady thanked 
ber for the good advice, in compliance with which, 
ſhe had immediate recourſe to a magiſtrate, who 
granted a ſearch warrant, not againſt the maid, but 
the miſtreſs; and ſhe, in a little time, returned with 
the conſtable at her back. 

Thefe precautions being taken, doctor Fathom. 
deſired a private conference with the old gentle. 


woman, in which he gave her to underſtand, that he 


had undoubted proofs of her having ſecreted, not 
only the watch, but alſo ſeveral other odd things, 
of leſs conſequence, which he had loſt ſince his re- 


- dence in her houſe : he then ſhewed the warrant he 


had obtained againſt her, and aſked if ſhe had any 
thing to offer, why the conſtable ſhould not do his 
duty. Inexpreſſible were the anguiſh and confuſion 
of the "Es Hy when [he foud herſelf thus entrap- 
ped, and reflected, that ſhe was on the point of being 
detected of "felony ; for ſhe at once concluded, that 
the ſnare was laid for her, and knew that the officer 
of jultice would certainly find the unlucky watch in 
one of the drawers of her ſcrutore. 

-Tortured with theſe ſuggeſtions, afraid of public 
diſgrace, and dreading the confequence of legal con- 
viction, ſhe fell on her knees before the injured Fa- 
tl. m, and after having imputed her crime to the 


temptations of neceſſity, implored his . compaſlion, 


miſed to reſtore the wateh, and every thing ſhe 
taken, and begged be would diſmiſs the _ 
- 4 
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ble, that her reputation might not ſuffer in the eye at 


the world. | 
Ferdinand, with a ſeverity of countenance purpoſe- 
ly aſſumed, obſerved, that were ſhe really indigent, 
he had charity enough to forgive what ſhe had done; 
but, as be knew her circumſtances were opulent, he 
looked upon this excuſe as an aggravation of her guilt, 
which was certainly the effect of a vicious inclination ; 
and he was — 2 determined to proſecute her 
witk the utmoſt ſeverity of the law, as an example 
and terror to others, Who might be infected with the 
ſame evil diſpoſition. Finding him deaf to all her 
tears and intreaties, ſhe changed the note, and offer - 
ed him one hundred guineas, if he would compro- 
miſe the affair, and drop the proſecution, ſo as that 
her character ſhould ſuſtain no damage: after much. 
argumentation, he conſented to accept of double the 
ſum, whichweing inſtantly paid in Eaſt-India bonds, 
doctor Fathom told the conſtable, that the watch was 
found ; and for once her reputation was patched up. 
This ſeaſonable ſupply enabled our hero to ſtand trial 
with his adverſary, who was nonſuited, and alſo to 
mend his external appearance, which of late had not 
been extremely magnificent. N 
Soon aſter this gleam of good fortune, a tradeſman, 
to whom he was conſiderably indebted, ſering no 
other probable means to recover his money, introdu- 
ced Fathom to the acquaintance of a young widow 
who lodged at his houſe, and was aid to be in poſ- 
ſeſſion of a conſiderable fortune. Conſidering the 
ſteps that were taken, it would have been ans im- 
poſſible for him to miſcarry in his addreſſes: the lad 
had been bred in the country, was unacquainted with 
the world, and of a very ſanguine diſpoſition, which 
her ſhort trial of matrimony had not ſerved to cool. 
Our adventurer was inſtructed to call at the tradeſ- 
man's houſe, as if by accident, at an appointed time, 
when the widow was drinking tea with her landlady; 
on theſe occaſions he Sw behavcd to admuation. 


45 She 


I - 
——— — 


26 The ADVENTURES of 
She liked his perſon, and praiſed his politeneſs, good 
humour, and good ſenſe: his conlederates extolled 
him as a prodigy of learning, taſte, and good nature; 
th ey likewife repreſented him as a perſon on the eve 
of eclipſing all his competitors in phylic : an acquain. 
tance and intimacy ſoon enſued ; nor was he reſtricted 
in point of opportunity. In a word, he ſucceedel 
in his endeavours, and one evening, on pretence of at. 


tending her to the play, he accompanied her to the | N 


Fleet, where they were married, in preſence of the 

tradeſman and his wife, who were of the party. 
This grand affair being accompliſhed to his ſatisfec. 

tion, he next day viſited her brother, who was 4 


counſeller of the Temple, to make him acquainted 


with the ſtep his fiſter had taken; and though the 
Jawyer was not a little mortifted to find ſhe had made 
ſuch a clandeſtine match, he behaved civilly to his 
new brother-in-law, and gave him to * 
that his wife's fortune conſiſted of a jointure of one 
hundred and fifty pounds a year, and fifteen hundred 

ounds bequeathed to her during her widowhood, 
by her own father, who had taken the —— of 


fettling it in the hands of truſtees, in ſuch a manner a 


that any huſband ſhe might afterwaras eſpoule, thould 


be reſtricted from encroaching upon the capital, 
which was reſerved for the benefit of her heirs. This 
mntimation was far from being agreeable to our hero, 
who had been informed that this ſum was abſoluich 
at the lady's diſpoſal, and had actually deſtined the 

reateſt part of it for the payment of his debts, for de- 
Tnying the expence of furniſhing an elegant houſe, 


and ſetting up a new equipage. 
Notwithſtanding this diſappointment, he reſolved 


to carry on his plan, upon the credit of his marriage, 
which was publiſhed 3n a very-pompous article of 
the news papers; a chariot was beſpoke, a read). 


furniſhed houſe immediately taken, and Dr. Fathom 

began to re-appear in all his former ſplendor. 
His good fricud the cmpinie, alarmed at this event, 
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kich not oniy raiſed our adventurer into the ſphere 
bf a dangerous rwal, but alſo furniſhed him with 
means to revenge the ill office he had ſuſtained at 
his hands. on the adventure of the former match; 
for by this time Fathom had given him ſome hints, 
mporting, that he was not ignorant of his treache- 
ous behaviour; rouſed, I fay, by theſe conſidera- 
jons, he employed one of his emiſſaries, who had 
ome knowledge of Fathom's brother-in-law, to pre- 
zudice him ageinſt our adventurer, whom he repre» 
ſented as a needy ſharper, not only overwhelmed 
with debt and diſgrace, but likewiſe previouſly mar- 
ied to a poor woman, who was prevented by no- 
hing but want from ſecking redreſs at law. To con- 
m theſe aſſertions, he gave him a detail of Fathom's 
incumbranccs, which he had learned for the purpoſe, 
and even brought the counſellor in company with 
he per ſon who had lived with our hero before mar- 
tage, and who was ſo much incenfed at her abrupt 
diſmiſſion, that ſhe did not ſcruple to corroborate 
heſe allegations of the informer. 

The lawyer, ſtartled at this intelligence, ſet on foot 
minute inquiry into the life and converſation of the 
doctor, which turned out fo little to the advantage of 
his character and circumſtances, that he was reſolved, 
if pollible, to difunite him from his family, and as 
a previous ſlep, repeated to his ſiſter all that he had 
heard io the prejudice of her huſband, not forgetting 
to produce the evidence of his miſtreſs, who laid 

laim to him by a prior title, Which, ſhe pretended, 
could be proved by the teſtimony of the clergythan 
who joined them. Such an explanation could not fail 
to iuflame the reſentment of the injured wife, who, at 
the very firſt opportunity, giving a looſe to the impe- 
tuoſity of her tem per, upbraided our hero wich the 


moſt bitter invectives for his perfidious dealing. 


terdinand; confeious of his own innocence, which 
he had not always. to plead; far from attempting to 
loathe her indignation, aſſumed the . afhoruy and 
k B 2 pre- 
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prerogative of an huſband, and ſharply reprehende 
her for her credulity and indecent warmth. This re, 
buke, inſtead of ſilencing, gave new ſpirit: and voly. 
bility to her reproaches, in the courſe of which ſhe 
plainly taxed him with want of honeſty and affection 
and ſaid, that though his pretence was love, his ain 
was no other than a baſe deſign upon her fortune. 
Fathom, ſtung withtheſe accuſations, which he really 
did not deſerve, replied, with uncommon heat, and 
charged her in his turn with want of ſincerity and can. 
dour, in the falſe account the had given of that ſame 
fortune before marriage: he even magnified his own 
candeſcenſion, in ſurrendering his liberity to a woman 
who had ſo little to recommend her to the addreſſcs of 
the other ſex ; a reflection which provoked this mild 
areature to ſuch a degree of animoſity, that, forget. 
ting her duty and allegiance, ſhe lent him a box on 
the ear with ſuch energy as made his eyes water ; and 
he, for the honour of his manhood and ſovereignty, 


having wathed her face with a diſh of tea, withdrew 


abruptly to a coffee-houſe in the neighbourhood, 
where he had not long remained, when his paſſion 
ſubſided, and he then ſaw the expedicncy of an im- 
mediate reconciliation, which he reſolved to purchaſe, 
even at the expence of a ſubmiſſion. 

It was pity that ſuch a ſalutary reſolution had not 
been ſooner taken: for when he returned to his own 
houſe, he underſtood, that Mrs. Fathom had gone 
abroad in an hackney-toach: and upon examining 
her apartment, in lieu of her clothes and trinkets, 
which ſhe had removed with admirable dexterity and 
diſpatch, he found this billet in one of the drawers of 
her bureau, * Sir, being convinced that you arc a 
cheat and impoſtor, I have withdrawn myſelf from 
4 
licit the protection of the law ; and I doubt not but 
I ſhall ſoon be able to prove, that you have no juſt 
title to, or demand upon the perſon or effects of the 
unfortunate Sarah Muddy.“ 


The 


your cruelty and machinations, with a view to ſo- 
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The time had been when Mr. Fathom would have 
allowed Mrs: Muddy to refine at her leiſure, and 
bleſſed God for his happy deliverance ; but at preſent 
the caſe was quite altered. Smarting as he was from 
the expence of law ſuits, he dreaded a proſecution for 
bigamy, which (though he had juſtice on his fide) he- 
knew he could not of himſelf ſupport; beſides, all 
his other ſchemes of life were fruſtrated by this un- 
luckly elopement; he therefore ſpeedily determined 
to anticipate, as much as in him lay, the malice of his 
enemies, and to obtain, without delay, authentic do- 
cuments of his marriage. With this view he haſten- 
ed to the houſe of the tradeſman, who, with Ins wife, 
had been witneſs to the ceremony and conſummation ; 
and, in order to intereſt them the more warmly in his 
cauſe, made a pathetic recital of this unhappy breach, 
in which he had ſuffered ſuch injury and inſult: but 
all his rhetoric would not avail; Mrs. Muddy had 
been beforchand with him, and had proved the bet- 
ter orator of the two; for ſhe had aſſailed this honeſt 
couple with ſuch-tropes and figures of eloquence, as 
were altogether itreſiſtible. Nevertheleſs, they heard 
our hero to an end, with great patience : then the 
wife, who was the common mouth upon all ſuch oc- 
cahons, contracting her features into a very formal 
diſpomion, I'll aſſure you,” ſaid ſhe, © doctor Fas 
* thom, my huſband and 1 have been in a very great 
i terrification and numbplulh, to hear ſuch bad things 
of a perſon, whom, as one may ſay, we thougat a 
© worthy gentleman, and were ready to ſerve at all 
© times, by day and by night, as the ſaying is; and 
* behdes, for all that, you know, and God knows, 
* as we are dultrious people, and work hard for 
what we get, and we have ſerved gentiemen to our 
© own harm, whereby my huſband was laſt Tueſday 
* ſerved with a ſiſerery, being that he was bound 
© for an officer that ran away: and I ſaid to my 
© kuſband, Timothy, ſays I, "tis a very hard thing 
for one to ruin one's ſelf for ſtranger people. 
B 3 © There's 
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© There's doctor Fathom, ſays I, his account come 
to nine and forty pounds ſeven ſhillings and four. 
© pence halfpenny ; and you know, doctor, that wa 
© before your lait bill began: but, howſomever, little 
did I think, as how a gentleman of your learn« 
ing would go to deceive a poor gentlewoman, when 
© you had another wife alive.” 

In vain did our adventurer endeavour to vindi. 
cate himſelf from this aſperſion; the good woman, 
like a great many modem diſputants, proceeded with 
her deciamation, without ſeeming to hear whai was 
{z1d on the other fide of the queſtion; and the huf, 
band was altogether neutral. At length, Ferdinand 
finding all his proteſtations ineffectual, Well,“ (aid 
he, though you are reſolved; I fee, to difcredi all 
that I can ſay in oppoſition to that ſcandalous ſlen- 
© der, of which I can cafily acquit myſeif in a cout 
of juſtice, ſurely you will not refuſe to grant me a 
certificate, ſignifying, that you were prefent at the 
ceremony of my marriage with this unhappy wo- 
man.” 7 

* You ſhall excuſe us (replied the female orator), 
© people cannot be too wary in ſigning their names 
in this wicked world; many « one has been brought 
© to ruination be ſigning his name, and my huſband 
s ſhall not, with my good will, draw himſelf into 
s Tuch a primmineery.“ 

Fathom, alarmed at this reſuſal, earneſtly argued 
againſt the inhumanity and 1njuſlice of it, appealing to 
their own conſcience for the reaſonableneſs of his pro- 

oſal: but, from the evaſive anſwers of the wife, he 
bed reaſon to believe, that, long before the time of 
trial, they would take care to have forgotten the 
whole tranſaction. | 

Though he was equally confounded and incenſed 
at this inſtance of their perfidy, he durſt not maniſeſt 
his indignation, conſcious of the advantage they had 
over him in divers reſpe&s; but repaired, without 


loſs of time, to the lodging of the clergymanwho hid 


noo ſed 
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nooſed him, reſolved to conſult his regiſter, and ſecure 
his evidence. Here too his evil genius had got the 
ſtart of him, for the worthy eccle aſtic not only could 
not recolle& his features, or find his name in the re- 
giſter ; but, when importuned by his preſſing remon- 
ſtrances. took umbrage at the freedom of his behavi- 
our, and threatened, if he would not immediately 
take himſelf away, to raiſe the polle of the Fleet, for 
the ſafety of his own perſon. 

Rather than put the paſtor to the trouble of alarm- 
ing his flock, he retreated with a heavy heart, and 
went in queſt of his miſtreſs whom he had diſmiſſed 
at his marriage, in hopes of effecting a reconciliation, 
and preventing her from joining in the conſpiracy 
againſt him ; but, alas! he met with ſuch a reception 
as he had realon to expect from a ſlighted woman, 
who had never felt any real attachment for his perſon. 
She did not upbraid him with his cruelty in leaving 
her as a miſtreſs, but, with a ſpecies oi effronter y 
never enough to be admired, reproached him with 
his villiany, in abandoning her, who was his true aud 
lawful wife, to go and ruin the poor gentle woman, 
by whoſe fortune be had been allured. 

When he attempted to expoſtulate with this viragog 


upon the barbarity of this aſſertion, ſhe very prudent- 


ly declined engaging in private converſation with ſuch 
an artful and wicked man, and calling up the people 
of the houle, inũſted upon his being conducted to the 
door, 

CH AF. LVL, 


In which his fortune is effeftually ſtrangled. 


HE laſt reſource, and that upon which he leaſt 
depended, was the advice and aſſiſtance of his 

old friend the empiric, with whom he ſtiil maintain- 
ed a ſlight correſpondence; and to whoſe houſe he 
ſteered his courſe, in great perplexity and tribula- 
tion. That gentleman, inſtead of conſoling him with 
aſſurances of {riendihip and protection, faithfully re- 
; B 4 : capi - 


fired might be immediately taken up, as he (the 


in three days from the date of this letter. 
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capitulated all the inſtances of his indiſcretion and 
miſconduct, taxed him with want of ſincerity in the 
Weſt-India affair, as well as with want of honeſty in 
this laſt marriage, while his former wife was alive; 
and finally, reminded him of his notes, which he de. 


uack) had preſent occaſion for a ſum of money. 

Ferdinand, ſeeing it would be impracticable to 
derive any ſuccour from this quarter, Rota home. 
wards, in order to hold a conſultation with his own 
thoughts; and the firſt object that preſented itſelf to 
his eyes, when he entered his apartment, was a letter 
from the tradeſman, with his account incloſed, 
amounting to fifty-five pounds, which the writer de- 
fired might be paid without delay, Before he bad 
time to peruſe the articles, he received a ſummons, in 
conſequence of a bill of indictment for bigamy, found 
againſt him in Hicks's-hall, by Sarah Muddy, widow ; 
and while he was revolving meaſures to avert thele 
ſtorms, another billet arrived from a certain attorney, 
giving him to underſtand, that he had orders from 
doctor Buffalo, the quack, to ſue him for the pay- 
ment of ſeveral notes, unleſs he would take them up 


Such a concurrence of ſiniſter events made a deep 
impreſſion upon the mind of our adventurer: all 
his fortitude was inſufficient to bear him up againk 
this torrent of misfortunes; his reſources were all 
dried up, his invention failed, and his reflection be- 
gan to take a ne turn. To what purpoſe (ſaid he 
* to himſelt) have I deſerted the paths of integrity 
and truth, and exhauſted a fruitful imagination, in 
.contriving ſchemes to betray my fellow- creatures; 
if, inſtead of acquiring a ſplendid fortune, which 
was my atm, I have ſuffered ſuch a ſeries of morti- 
fications, and at laſt brought myſelf to the brink of 
inevitable deſtruction ? By a virtuous exertion of 
thoſe talents I inherit from nature and education, 
'I right, long before this time, have rendered 20 
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+ felf independent, and, perhaps, conſpicyous in 
life : 1 might have grown up like a young oak, 
© which being N rooted in its kindred ſoil, gras 
© dually raiſes its lo f head, expands its leafy 4 
6 projet a noble ſhade, and towers the glory of the 
plain: I ſhould have paid the debt of gratitude to 
© my benefactors, and made their. hearts ſing with 
© joy for the happy effects of their benevolence; I 
ſhould have been a bulwark to my friends, a ſhelter 
© to my neighbours in diſtreſs; I ſhould have run the 
race of honqur, ſeen my fame diffuſed like aſweet- 
” ſmelling odour, and felt the incftable pleaſure of 
doing good: whereas I am, after a viciſſuude of 
© diſappointments, dangers, and fatigues, reduced 
© to miſery and ſhame, aggravated by a conſcience- 
loaded with treachery and guilt. I have abuſed the 
© conhdence-and generoſity of my patron; Lhave de- 
* frauded his family, under the maſk. of ſincerity and 
© attachment; I have taken the maſt cruel ad baſe- 
advantages ot virtue in diſtreſs; I have ſeduced un- 
ſuſpecting innocence to ruin and defpair ;. I have 
© violated the molt ſacred truſt repoſed in me by my 
© friend and beneſactor; I have betrayed: his- love, 
© tarn his noble heart aſunder, by means of the moſt. 
« perfidious ſlander and. ſalſe infinuations ; and final-- 
ly, brought. to an untimely grave the fairelt pattern 
© of human beauty and perfection. Shall the author 
© of theſe crimes-paſs with impunity ? Shall he hope 
to proſper in the midſt of ſuch enormous guilt? It 
© were an imputation upon providence to ſuppole it. 
© —Ah, no! I begin to feel myſelf overtaken by the 
eternal juſtice of heaven! 1 totter on the edge of- 
2 ans 8, 1167; ph woe, without one friendly band: 
to ſave me from the terrible abyſs.” Os. 
Theſe refle&ions. which perhaps, the: miſery of 
his fellow-creatures. would never have inſpired, had 
he himſelf remained without the verge of misfortune,, 
were now produced from the ſenſation of his own, 
calamutics; and, for the firſt time, his. checks were 
ad: bedewed 
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bedewed with the drops of penitence and ſorrow. 
Contraries, ſaith Plato, are productive of each other, 
Reformation is oftentimes generated from unſucceſs. 
ful vice; and our adventurer was, at this junctute, 
very well diſpoſed to turn over a new leaf, in conſe. 
r of thole ſalutary ſuggeſtions; though he was 
ar from being cured beyond the poſſibility of a te- 
lapſe: on the contrary, all the faculties of his foul 
were ſo well adapted, and had been ſo long habit. 
ated to deceit, that, in order to extricate himſelf from 
the evils that environed him, he would not, in all 
robability, have ſcrupled to practiſe it upon his own 
ather, had a convenient opportunity occurred, 
Be that as it may, he certainly, after a tedious and 
- Fruitleſs exerciſe of his invention, reſolved to effect a 
clandeſtine retreat from that confederacy of enemies 
which he could not withſtand, and once more join 
His fortune to that of Renaldo, whom he propoſed 
to ſerve, for the future, with fidelity and affection, 
thereby endeavouring to atone for the treachery of 
his former conduct. Thus determined, he packed 
up his neceſſaries in a portmanteau, attempted to 
amuſe his creditors with promiſes of ſpeedy payment, 
and venturing to come forth in the dark, took a place 
in the Canterbury ſtage-coach, after having convert» 
ed his ſuperfluitics into ready mcney. Theſe Reps 
were not taken with ſuchyprivacy, as to clude the vi- 
Eilence of his adverſarics; for, although he had been 
cautious enough to tranſport himſelf and his baggage 
to the inn on Sunday evening, and never doubted 
that the vehicle, which ſect out at four o'clock on Mon- 
day morning, would convey him out of the reach of 
his creditors, before they could poſſibly obtain a writ 
for ſecuring his perſon; they had actually taken ſuch 
recautions as fruſtrated all his fineſſe; and the coach 
Feing {top in the borough of Southwark, doctor Fa- 
thom was ſeized by virtue of a warrant obtained on a 
criminal indictment, and was forthwith conducted to 
the priſon of the King's-Bench ; yet not b&fo1 ry, 
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bad, by his pathetic remonſtrances, excited the com- 


paſſion, and even drawn tears from. the eyes of his 
fellow paſſengers. : | 

He no ſooner recollected himſelf from the ſhock 
which muſt have been occaſioned by this ſiniſter inci- 
dent, than he diſpatched a letter to, his brother-in-law 
the counſellor, requeſting an immediate conference, 


in which he promiſed to make ſuch a propoſal, as 
would ſave him all the expence of a law-ſuit and trial, 


and at the ſame time effectually anſwer all the pur- 
poles of both. He was accordingly favoured with 


a viſit from the lawyer, to whom, after the moſt 
ſolemn proteſtations of his own innocence, he de- 


clared, that, finding himſelf unable to wage war 


againſt ſuch powerful antagoniſts, he had reſolved 


even to abandon his indubitable right, and retire in- 


to another country, in order to ſcreen himſelf from 


perſecution, and remove all cauſe of diſquiet from 
the proſecutrix, when he was unfortunately prevented 


by the warrant which had been executed againſt him. 


e ſaid he was {till willing, ſor the ſake of his hber- 
ty, to ſign a formal renunciation of his pretenſions to 


Mis. Fathom and her fortune, provided the deeds 


could be executed, and the warrant withdrawn, be- 
fore he ſhould be detained by his other creduors 3 
and laſtly, he conjured the barriſter to ſpare himſelt 


the guilt and the charge of ſuborning evidence for the 


deſtruction of an unhappy man, whoſe misfortune 
was his only fault, | HONG 
The lawyer felt the force of his expoſtulations, and 


though he would by no means ſuppoſe him innocent 


of the charge of bigamy, yet, under the pretext of 
humanity and commiſeration, he undertook to per- 


ſuade his ſiſter to accept of a proper releaſe, which 


be obſerved would not be binding, if executed during 
the confinement of Fathom; he therefore took his 
leave, in order to prepare the papers, withdraw'the 
action, and take ſuch other meaſures as would hinder 
the priſoner from giving him the flip. Next day he 
| — B 6 returned 
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returned with en order to releafe our heto, who bk. 
ing formally difcharged, was condufted, by the 
dawyer, to a tavern in the neighbourhood, where the 
Yeleaſes were exchanged, and every thing concluded 
with zmity and concord. This bulinefs being hap. 
pity tranſafted, Fathom ſtept into a hackney-roach 
With his baggage, and was followed by a bailiff, who 
told him, with great torpoſute, that he was again 
a priſoner, at the ſuit of Dr. Buffalo, and deſired the 


.'coachman to re- conduct him 10 the fodging he had 


{ lately Uiſcharped; 
Tuathom, whoſt fortitufle had been hitherto of the 
pagan tamper, was now fain to reinforce it with the 
-Þhiloſophy of chriſtian refignation, though he had 
Hot as Fet atrived to ſuch a pitth of ſelſ-denial, as to 
Forgive the counſellor; to whofe double- dealing he itn. 
puted this new calathity, After having received the 
-complitnents of the jailor on his recommitment, he 
took pen, ink, and paper, and compoſed an arthil 
z ud affecting epiſtle to the empiric, imploring bis 
"Mercy, flattering his weakneſs, and demonſtrating the 
bad policy of cooping up an unhappy man in a jail, 
Where he tould never have an opportunity of doing 
Juſtice to his creditors ; nor did ht forget to declare 
is intention of retirihg into another country, where 
he might have ſome chance bf earting à ſubſiſtence, 
which he had fo long toiled for to no purpoſe in 
England. This laft Qeclarbtioh he made in conſe. 
-quence of the jealous diſpoſition of the quack, who, 
he knew, had long looked upon him in the odious 
light of an interloping rival. However, he reaped 
no benefit from this fu lication, which ſerved only 
to gratify the pride o Vutfsdo, who produced the 


extravagant encomiums which Fathom had beſtowed 


upon him, as To many teſtimonials of his foe's beat- 


ing witneſs to his virtut. 


CH A7. 


memdry of a drar deceaſed friend: then tre butefly 
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Fathom being ſaſely houſed, the reader is entertatned with 
e a retr ofpect . ' ' 


D UT now it is high time to leave our adventurer 
D to chew the cud of reflection and remorſe in this 
Tolitary manſion, that we may trace Renaldo in the 
Teveral ſteps he took to aſſert his right, and do juſtice 
to his family. Never man indulged a more melan- 
tholy train of ideas than that which accompanied 
him in his journey to the imperial court: for, not- 
withfianding the manifold reaſons he had to expect an 


happy iſſue to his aim, his imagination was inteſſantly 


intc&ed with ſomething that chilled his nerves, an 

ſaddened his heart, recurring, with quick ſucceſhon, 
like the unwearied wave that beats upon the bleak, 
inhoſpitable Greenland ſhore. This, the reader will 
eafily Tuppoſe, was no other than the remembrance 
bf the for lorn Monimia, whoſe image appeared to hrs 
fancy in different attitudes, according to the preva- 
lence of the paſſions which raged in his boſom, 
Sdmetithes he viewed her in the light of apofſtacy, 
and then his foul was maddened with mdignation and 


deſpair: but theſe tranſitory blaſts were not able to 


'tfface the impreſſions ſhe had formerly made upon 
his heart; impreſſions, which he had fo often and 
40 long coutemplated with inconceivable rapture. 
Thele- pictures ill remained, repreſenting her lair as 


the moſt perfekt idea of beauty, ſoft and tender as an 


angel of mercy and compaſſion, warmed with every 
virtue of the htart, and adorned with every accom- 
plichment of buman nature: yet the alarming con- 


traſt came {ti11 in the reat of this recollection; fo thit 


his foul was by turns agitated by the tempeſts of 


hortor, and overwhelmed by the floods of grief. 


Here he reczlled the moment on Which he firſt be. 
held her, with that pleaſing regret which attends the 


curled 


- *eurſed it, as the ſource of all his misſortunes and af. 


muſt have entirely wrecked his reaſon, had not pro- 


to obtain the relief winch he courted, that he entered 
the apartment, and ſat down to table, without diſtin- 


ſo remarkable in Jus viſage, did not fail to attract their 


for young Melville; as the officer was not . 
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fiction: he thanked heaven for having bleſſed him 
with a friend to detect her perfidy = ingratitude; 
then ardeutly wiſhed he had fat continued under the 
inſluence of her deluſion. In a word, the lonelineſs 
of his ſnuation aggravated every horror of his reſlec- 
tion; for, as he found himſelf without company, his 
imagination was never ſolicited, or his attention di- 
verted from theſe ſubjects of woe; and he travelled to 
Bruſſels in a revenie, fraught with ſuch torments as 


vidence interpoſed. in his behalf. He was, by his 
poſtilion, conducted to one of the beſt inns of the 
place, where he underſtood. the cloth was already laid 
for ſupper, and as the ordinary is open to ſtrangers, 
in all theſe. houſes of entertainment, he introduced 
himſelf into the company, with a view to-alleviate, in 
ſome meaſure, his forrow and chagrin,. by the conver- 
ſation of his ſcllow-gneſts : yet he was fo ill prepared 


guiſhing either the number or countenances, of .thofe 
who were preſent: though he himſelf did not remain 
ſo led His mien and deportment produced 
a prepollcfhon in his favour; and the air of affliction, 


ſympaihy and oblervation. 
Among the reſt was an Iriſh officer in the Auſtrian 


ſervice. who having eyed Renaldo attentively, * Sir, 


ſaid he, riſing, if my eyes and memory do not de- 
© ceive me, you are the count de Melville, with whom 
© I had the honour to ſerve upon the Rhine, during 


the laſt war“ The youth hearing his own name 


mentioned, lifted up his eyes, and at once recogniz- 


ing the other to be a gentleman who had been a cap- 


tain in his father's regiment, ran forwards, and em- 


braced him with great affection. 


This was, in divers reſpects, a fortunate rencounter 


* 
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ſectly well acquainted with the ſituation of the count's 
family, but allo reſolved, in a few days, to ſet out for, 
Vienna, whither he promiſed to accompany Renaldo, 
as ſoon as he underſtood his route lay the ſame way. 
Before the day fixed for their departure arrived, this 
gentleman, found means to infinuate himſclt ſo far in- 
to the confidence of the count, as to learn the cauſe of 
that diſtreſs which he had obſerved in his features at 
their firſt meeting; and being a gentleman of uncom- 
mon vivacity, as well as ſincerely attached to the fa- 
mily of Melville, to Which he had owed his promo- 
tion ; he exerted all his good humour and good ſenſe, 
in amuling the fancy, and reaſoning down the morti- 
fication of the afflicted Hungarian. He, in particular, 
endeavoured to wean his attention from the loſt Mo- 
nimia, by engaging it upon his domeſtic affairs, and 
upon the wrongs of his mother and filter, who he gave 
him to underſtand; were languiſhing under the ty: an- 
ny of his father-in-law. 

This was a note that effectually rouſed him from 
the lethargy of his ſorrow; and the deſire of taking 
vengeance on the oppreſſor, who had ruined his for- 
tune, and made his neareſt relations miſerable, {> in- 
tirely engroſſed his thoughts, as to leave no room for 
other conſiderations. During their journey to Auſtria, 
major Farrel (that was the name of his fellow-travel- 
ler informed him of many, circumſtances touching 
his father's houſe, to which himſelf was an utter 
ſtranger, . * dh” | 

© The conduct of vour mother,“ ſaid he, in mar- 
* rying count Trebaſi, was not at all agreeable either 
to the friends of the count Melville, or to her own 
relations, who knew her ſecond huſband to be a 
man of a violent temper, and rapacious diſpoſition, 
+ which the nature of his education and employment 
© had ſerved rather to inflame than allay ; for you well 
* knowhe was a partizan during the wholecourſe of the 
late war, They were, moreover, equally ſurprized and 
$s chagrined, when they found ſhe took no ſtep to pre- 

I, vent 
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vent his ſeizing upon that inheritance which of right 


© belonged to you, and which, by the laws of Hungary, 


is unalienable from the heir of blood: nevertheleſs, 


© they are now fully convinced, that ſhe hath more 
© than ſufficiently atoned for her indiſcretion, by the 
be barbarity of her huſband, who hath not only ſeclud- 
ed her from all communication with her friends and 
© acquaintance, but even confined her to the welt tow. 
© er of your father's houſe, where ſhe is ſaid to be kept 
© cloſe priſoner, and ſubjected to all ſorts of inconve- 
* mence and mortification. This ſeverity ſhe is be- 
lieved to have incurred, in conſequence of having ex- 
© poſtulated to him upon his unjuſt behaviour to you 
6 and mademoilelle, whom he hath actually ſhut up 


in ſome, conyent in Vienna, which your relations 


have not as yet been able to diſcover ;. but the me- 
© mory. of your noble father is. ſo dear to all thoſe 
1 who were favoured with his friendſhip, and the ſul- 
© ferings of the counteſs and mademoilelle have raiſed 
© ſuch a ſpirit of reſentment againſt her cruel jailor, 
that nothing is wanted but your preſence ta begin 
the proſecution, and give a {anftion to the meaſures 
aof your friends, which will, in a. little time, reſtore 
© your family to the fruition of its rights and fortune: 
for my own part, my dear count, I conlider myſelf 
© a4. one wholly indebted to your houſe for the rank 
and expectation I now enjoy, and my finances, in- 
tereſt, and perſon, ſuch às they are, I dedicate to 
6 your ſer vice.“ W 
Renaldo Was not flow in making his acknowledg- 
ments to this generous Hibernian, whom he informed 
of his ſcheme, recouming to him his uncommon tranſ- 


action with the benevolent Jew, and communicating 


the letters of recommendation he had received by his 
means to ſome of the firſt noblemen at the imperial 
court, Mean while,. he burged with impatience to 
chaſtiſe count Trebaſi for his perfidtous conduct to the 
widow. and the fatherleſs, my would have taken the 
O09 ee Sire b, WH zonen th: Vaonngs d or: 
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der to call him to a ſevere account, had not he been 
ſtrenuouſly oppoſed by major Farrel, who repreſented 
the imprudence of taking ſuch a ſtep before he had 
ſecured a proper protection from the conſequences 
with which it might be attended. 

It is not,“ ſaid he, your own life and fortune 
© only which depend upon your behaviour in this 
* emergency, but alſo the quiet and happineſs of thoſe 
© whoare moſt dear to your affection: not you alone, 
© but likewiſe your mother and ſiſter would infallibly 
© ſuffer by your temerity and precipitation. Firſt of 
all, deliver your credentials at court, and let us join 
our endeavours to raiſe an intereſt ſtrong enough to 
© counterbalance that of Trebaſi. If we ſucceed, 
© there will be no neceſſity for having recourſe to 
© perſonal meaſures: he will be compelled to yield up 
your inheritance which he unjuſtly detains, and to 
« reſtore your ſiſter to your arms; and if he afterwards 
© refuſes to do jultice to the counteſs, you will always 
have it in your power to evince yourſelf the fon of 
the brave count de Melville.“ 

Theſe juſt and falutary repreſentations had a due. 
effect upon Renaldo, who no ſooner ariived at the ca- 
pital of Auſtria, than he waited upon a certain prince 
of diſtinction, to whoſe patronage he was commended ; 
and from whom he met with a very cordial reception, 
not only on account of his credentials, but alſo for the 
ſake of his father, who was well known to his high- 
neſs, He heard his complaints with great patience 
and affability, aſſured him of his aſliſtance and pro- 
tection, and even undertook to introduce him to the 
empreſs queen, who would not ſutfer the weakeſt of 
her ſubjects to be oppreſſed, much leſs diſregard the 
cauſe af wh injured young nobleman who, by his own 
ſervices and thoſe of his family, was peculiarly intiiled 
to her favour. f 

Nor was he the only perſon whoſe countenance and 
patronage Melville ſolicited upon this occaſion ; he vi- 
lited all the frieuds of his father, and all his mother's 
relations 
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relations, who were eaſily intereſted in his behalf; 
while major Farrel contributed all his efforts in 
ſtrengthening the aſſociation. So that a law ſuit was 
immediately commenced again{t count Trebaſi, who 
on his fide was not idle, but prepared with incredible 
induſtry for the aſſault, reſolving to maintain with his 
whole power the acquiſition he had,made. 

The laws of Hungary, like thoſe of ſome other 
countries I could name, afford fo many ſubterfuges, 
for the purpoſes of perfidy and fraud, that it is no 
wonder our youth began to complain of the flow pro- 
greſs of his affair; eſpecially as he glowed with the 
moſt eager delire of redrefling the grievances of his 
parent and ſiſter, whole ſufferings he did not doubt 
were doubled ſince the inſtitution of his proceſs 
againſt their tormentor. He imparted his ſentiments 
on this head to his friend; and, as his apprehenſions 
every moment ircreaſed, plainly told him he could no 
longer live without making ſome effort to ſce thoſe 
with whom he was ſo nearly connected in point of 
blood and affection: he therefore reſolved to repair 
1mmediately to Preſburg, and according to the intcl- 
ligence he ſhould procure, eſſay to ſee and converſe 
with his mother, though at the hazard of his life, 


C HAP. LVIII. 
Renaldo abridges the proceedings at law, and approves 


himſelf the ſon of his father. 

HE major finding him determined, inſiſted up- 

on attending him in his expedition, and they 

ſet out together for Preſburg, where they privately ar- 
rived in the dark, reſolving to keep themſelves con- 
cealed at the houſe of a friend, until they ſhould have 
formed fome plan for their future operations, Here 
they were informed that count Trebaſi's caſtle was al- 
together inacceſſible; that all the ſervants who were 
ſuppoſed to have the leaſt veneration or compaſſion 
for the counteſs, were diſmiſſed; and that ſince Re- 
nee | naldo 
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'a degree, that nobody knew whether his unfortunate 
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naldo was known to be in Germany, the vigilance and 
caution of that cruel huſband was redoubled to ſuch 


lady was actually alive or dead. | 
Farrel perceiving Melville exceedingly affected with 
this intimation, and hearing him declare that he would 
never quit P:eſburg until he ſhould have entered the 
houſe, and removed his doupts on that mtereiting ſub- 
ject; not onl; argued with great vehemence 2gainſt 
ſuch an attempt, as equally dangerous and indiſcreet, 
but folemnly ſwore he would prevent his purpoſe, by 
diſcovering his deſign to the family, unleſs he would 
promiſe to liſten to a more moderate and feaſible ex- 
pedient. He then propoſed. that he himſelf ſhould 
appear in the equipage of one of the travelling Savo- 
yards who ſtroll about Europe, amuſing ignorant peo- 
ple with the effects of ;a magic lanthorn, and in that 
diſguiſe endeavour to obtain admittance from the ſer- 
vants of Trebaſi, among whom he might make ſuch 
inquiries, as would deliver Melville from his preſent 
uneaſy ſuſpenſe. 

This propoſal was embraced; though reluctantly, 
by Renaldo, who was unwilling to expoſe his friend 
to the leaſt danger or diſgrace ; and the major being 
next day provided with the habit and implements of 
his new profeſſion, together with a ragged attendant 
who preceded} him,” extorting muſic tom a paltry 
viole, approached the caſtle- gate, and proclaimed his 
ſhew ſo naturally in a yell partaking of the ſcream of 
Savoy and the howl of Ireland, that one would have 
imagined he had been conductor to madam Catherina 
from his cradle. Sao far his ſtratagem ſucceeded 
he had not long ſtood in waiting, before he was in- 
vited-into the court-yard, where the ſervants formed 
a ring, and danced to the efforts of his companion's 
kill; then he was conducted into the buttery, where 
he exhibited his figures on the wall, and #is princeſs 
on the floor; and while they regaled him in this 
manner with ſcraps and ſour wine, he took pecation 
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to. inquire about the old lady and her daughter, be. 
fore whom he ſaid he had performed in his laſt pere. 
grination. Though this queſtion was aſked with all 
that air of ſimplicity which is peculiar to theſe peo- 
ple, one of the domeſtics took the alarm, being in- 
fected with the ſufpicions of his maſter, and plainly 
taxed the major with being a ſpy, threatening at the 
ſame time that he ſhould be ſtripped and ſearched. 
This would have been a very dangerous experi- 
ment for the Hibernian, who had actually in his 
—— a letter to the counteſs from her ſon, which 
e hoped fortune might have furniſhed him with an 
opportunity to deliver. When he therefore found 
himſelf in this dilemma, he was not at all eaſy in his 
own mind: however, inſtead of proteſting his inno- 
cence in an humble and beſecching ſtrain, in order 
to acquit himſelf of the charge, he reſolved to elude 
the ſuſpicion by provoking the wrath of his accuſer, 
and putting on the air of vulgar integrity affronted, 
began to reproach the fervant in very inſolent terms 
for his unfair ſuppoſition, and undreſſing himſelf in 
a moment to the ſkin, threw his tattered garments 
in the face of his adverſary, telling him he would 
find nothing there which he would not be very glad 
to part with; at the ſame time raiſing his voice, he, 
in the gibberiſh of the clan he repreſented, ſcolded 
and curſed with great fluency : ſo that the whole 
houſe reſounded with the noiſe. The valet's jealouſy, 
like a ſmaller fire, was in a trice ſwallowed up in the 
greater flame of his 1age enkindled by this abrupt 
addreſs; in conſequence of which, Farrel was kicked 
out at the gate, naked as he was to the waiſt, after 
his lamhorn had been broke to pieces on his head; 
and there he was joined by his domeſtic, who had 


not been able to recover his apparel and effect a re- 


treat, without incurring marks of the ſame. fort of 
diſtinction. | + 

Ide major conſidering the riſk he muſt have run 
in being detected, thought himſelf cheaply quit we 
; * | Us 


the proviſo that he would defer the execution of it 
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this moderate diſcipline, though he was really con- 
terned for his friend Renaldo, who underſtanding 
the particulars of the adventure, determined, as the 
laſt effort, to ride round the caſtle in the open day, 
on pretence of taking the air, when peradventure the 
counteſs would ſee him from the place of her con- 
finement, and favour him with ſome maik or token 
of her being alive. ; 

Though his companion did not much reliſh this 
lan, which he foreſaw would expoſe him to the 
inſults of Trebaſt; yet, as he could not contrive a 
better, he acquieſced in Renaldo's invention, with 


until his father-in law ſhould be abſent in the chace, 
which was a diverſion he every day enjoyed. , 

. Accordingly they ſet a proper watch, and lay con- 
cealed until they were informed of Trebaſi's havin 
gone ſorth: when they mounted their horſes, ins 
rode into the neighbourhood of the caſtle. Having 
made a ſmall excurſion in the adjoining fields, they 
drew nearer the walls, and at an eaſy pace had twice 
ciicled them, when Farrel deſcried at the top of a 
tower, a white handkerchief waved by a woman's 
hand through the iron bars that ſecured the window. 
This ſignal being pointed out by Renaldo, his heart 
began to throb with great violence; he made a reſ- 
pectful obeiſance towards the part in which it ap- 
peared, and perceiving the hand beckoning him to 
approach, advanced to the very buttreſs of the tur- 
ret; upon which, ſeeing ſomething drop, he ahighted 
with great expedition, and took up a picture of his 
father in miniature, the features of which he no 
ſooner diſtinguiſhed, than the tears ran down his 
cheeks ; he preſſed the little image to his lips with 
the moſt filial fervour; then conveying it to his bo- 
ſom, looked up to the hand, which waved in ſuch 
a manner as gave him to underſtand it was high 
time to retive. Being by this time highly perſuaded 
that his kind monitor was no other than the counteſs 
hericlt, 
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herſelf, he pointed to his heart, in token of his filial 
affection, and Jaying his hand on his {word to denote 
his reſolution of doing her juſtice, he took his leave 
with another profound bow, and ſuffered himſelf to 
be reconducted to his lodging. | 

Every circumſtance of this tranſaction was obſerved 
by the ſervants of count Trebaſi, who immediately 
diſpatched a meſſenger to their lord, with an account 
of what had happened. Alarmed at this informa- 
tion, from winca he immediately concluded that the 


- ſtranger was young Melville, he ; forthwith quitted 


the chace, and returning to the caſtle by a private 
poſtern, ordered his horſe to be kept ready ſaddled, 
in hope that his ſon-in-law would repeat the viſit to 
his mother. This precaution would have been-to no 
purpoſe, had Renaldo followed the advice of Farrel, 
who repreſented the danger of returning to a place 
where the alarm was undoubtedly given by his firſt 
appearance; and exhorted him to return to Vienna 
for the proſecution of his ſuit, now that he was ſatis. 
fed of his mother's being alive: in order to ſtrength- 
en this admonition, he bade him. recolle& the fignal 
for withdrawing, which was doubtleſs the effect of 
maternal eoncern, inſpired by the knowledge of the 
count's vigilance and vindictive diſpoſition. 
Notwithſtanding theſe ſuggeſlions, Melville pers 
ſiſted in his reſolution of appearing once more below 
the tower, on the ſuppotion that his mother, in ex- 
pectation of his return, had prepared a billet for his 
acceptance, from Which he might obtain important 
intelligence. The major ſeeing him lend a deaf ear 
to his remonſtrances, was contented to attend him 
mn this ſecond expedition, which he preſſed him to 
undertake that ſame afternoon, as Trebaſi had taken 
care to circulate a report of his having gone to dine 
at the ſeat oi a nobleman in the neighbourhood. Our 
kyight-errant and his ſquire, (deceived: by his fineſſe, 


preſented: themſelves again under the priſon of the 
countels, wha no ſooner beheld her ſon return, than 
| ſhe 


a > » » © a » & 


* * * A —— — — 45 


* 6 


Oo eee eee uy 


FERDINAND Count FATHOM. 47 


ſhe earneſtly intreated him to be gone, by the ſame 
ſigu which ſhe had before uſed ; and he taking it 
for granted that ſhe. was debarred the uſe of pen, ink, 
and paper, and that he had nothing more to expect, 
conſenied to retire, and had alrcady moved to fome 
diſtance from the houſe, when, in croſſing a ſmall 
plantation that belonged to the caſtle, they were met 
by count Frebaſi and another perſon on horſeback. 
At ſight cf this apparition, the blood mounted into 
Renaldo's checks, and his eyes began to lighten with 
eagerneſs and indignation; which was not at all dimi- 
niſhed by the ferocious addreſs of the count, whoy 
advancing to Melville, with a menacing air, Before 
© you proceed,” ſaid he, + I muſt know with what 
© view you have been twice to-day patroling round 
my incloſures, and reconnoitring the different ave- 
nues of my houſe: you likewiſe carry on a clans 
deſtine correſpondence with ſome perſon in the 
family, of which my honour obliges me to demand 
an explanation.” | 
© Had your actions been always regulated by the 
dictates of honour, replied Renaldo, I ſhould 
never have been queſtioned for riding ound that 
caſtle which you know is my rightful inheritance; 
or excluded from the fight of parent who ſuffers 
under your tyranny and oppreſſion. It is my part, 
therefore, to expoſtulate; and ſince fortune hath 
favoured me with an opportunity of revenging our 
wrongs in perſon, we ſhall-not part until you have 
learned that the family of the count de Melville is 
not to be injured with impunity. Here is no ad- 
vantage on either ſide, in point of arms or number, 
you are better mounted than 1 am, and ſhall have 
the choice of the ground on which our difference 
ought to be brought to a ſpeedy determination.“ 
Trebafi, whoſe courage was not of the ſentimental 
kind, but purely owing to his natural in ſenſibility of 
danger, mitead of concerting meaſures coolly for the 
engagement, or making apy verbal reply to this de- 
| tance, 
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fiance, drew a piſtol without the leaſt heſitation, and 
fired it at the face of Renaldo, part of whoſe left eye. 
brow was carried off by the ball. Melville was not 
low in returning the compliment, which, as it was 
deliberate, proved the more deciſive: for the ſhot 
entering the count's right breaſt, made its way to the 
back bone with ſuch a ſhock, as firuck him to the 
ground; upon which the other alighted, in order to 
1mprove the advantage he had gained, 
During this tranſaction, Farrel had well nigh loſt 
his life by the ſavage behaviour of Trebaſt's aitcn. 
dant, who had been a huſſar officer, and who think. 
ing it was his duty to imitate the example of his 
patron on this occaſion, diſcharged a piſtol at the 
major before he had the leaſt intimation of his deſign, 
The Hibernian's horſe being a common hireling, and 
unaccuſtomed to ſtend fire, no ſooner ſaw the flaſh of 
Trebaſi's piſtol, than ſtarting aſide, he happened to 
lunge into a hole, and was overturned at the very 
inſtant when the huſlar's piece went off, ſo that no 
damage enſued to his rider, who pitching on his 
feet, flew with great nimbleneſs to his adverſary, 
then laying hold on one leg, diſmounted. him in 2 
twinkling, and ſeizing: his throat as he lay, would 
have ſoon diſpatched him without the uſe of fire- ams, 
had he not been prevented by his friend Renaldo, 
who defired him to deſiſt, obſerving that his ven- 
geance was already ſatisſfied, as the count ſeemed to 
be in the agomies of death. The major was loth to 
quit his prey, 20 he thought his aggreſſor; had acted 
in a treacherous manner; but recollecting that there 
was no time to loſe, becauſe, in all probability, the 
firing had alarmed the caſtle, he took his leave of the 
vanquiſhed huſſar, with a couple of hearty kicks, and 
mounting his horſe, followed Melville to the houſe 
of a gentleman in the neighbourhood, who, vas 
kinſman to the counteſs, — very well difpoſcd to 


grant him à ſccure retreat, until the troubleſome 
J | On- 
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and conſequences of this rencounter ſhould be over. 
ye · blown. 
not Trebaſi, though to the young gentleman he ſeemed 
was Wl ſpeechleſs and iuſenſible, bad neither loſt the uſe of 
ſhot his reaſon, nor of his tongue, but affected that ex- 
the tremity, in, order to avoid any further con verſation. 
the MW with the victor, He was one of thoſe people wha 
c to never think of death until he knocks at the door, 
and then earneſtly intreat him to excuſe them for the 
loft preſent, and be ſo good as to call another time. The 
ten- count had ſo often eſcaped unhutt, in the courſe of 
ink. his campaigns, that he looked upon himſelf as invul- 
his nerable, and ſet all danger at defiance. Though he 
the had hitherto taken no care of the concerns of his 
ign. {Wl foul, he had a large fund of ſuperſtition at bottom; 
and and when the ſurgeon who examined his wound, de- 
h of clared it was mortal, all the terrors of futurity took 
1 to hold on his imagination, and all the miſdemeanors 
ery of his life preſented themſelves in aggravated colours 
no to his recollection. 5 
his fle implored the ſpiritual aſſiſta nee of a good prieſt 
ary, in the neighbourhood, who, in the diſcharge of his 
in a MW own conſcience, gave him to underſtand, that he had 
uld little mercy to expect, unlefs he would, as much as 
ms, lay in his power, redreis the injuries he had done to 
do, his fellow»creatures. As nothing lay heavier upon 
en- his ſoul than the cruelty and fraud he had prattifed 
| to upon the family of count Melville, he earneſtly be- 
to WI {ought this.charuable clergyman to mediate his par- 
ged don with the counteſs, ad at the ſame time deſired 
\cre to fee Renaldo before his death, that he might put 
the him in poſſeſſion of his paternal eſtate, and ſolicit his 
the forgiveneſs for the offence he had given. . 
and His lady, far from waiting for the prieſt's inter- 
ule IM geſſion, no ſooner underſtood the lamentable fituatian 
» 33 ol ber hnſband, and found herfelf at liberty, than ſhe 
| to I baſtened to his apartment, expreſſed the utmoſt con- 
me Lern for his misfortune, and tended him with truly 
0n- WM £21) ugal tenderneſs and fidelity, Her fon gtadly © 
0 yy obeyed 


| 
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obeyed the ſummons, and was received with grey 
civility and fatisfaftion by his father-in-law, who, in 
2 of the judge and divers gentlemen aſſembled 

r that purpoſe, renounced all right and title to the 
fortune he had ſo unjuſtly uſurped ; diſcloſed the 
name of the convent to which mademoiſelle de 
Melville had been conveyed, diſmiſſed all the agents 
of his iniquity, and being reconciled to his ſon-in. 
law, began to prepare himſelf in tranquillity for hit 

Jatter end. | 

The counteſs was overwhelmed with an exceſs of 
joy, while ſhe embraced her long loft fon, who had 
proved himſelf fo worthy of his father. Yet this 
Joy was imbiitered, by reflecting that ſhe was made a 
widow by the hands of that darling ſon : for, though 
ſhe knew his honour demand=d the facrifice, ſhe 
cpuld not lay afide that regard and veneration which 
is attached to the name of huſband ; and therefore 
reſolved to retire into a monaſtery, where ſhe could 
ſpend the remainder of her life in devotion, with. 
out being expoſed to any intercourſe which might in- 
terfere with the delicacy of her ſentiments on that 
ſubject. x 

CHAP, LIX. 


He is the meſſenger of happineſs to his ſiſter, who-removes 
the film which had long objtrufted his penetration, with 
regard to count Fathom, 5 


Ms the moſt endearing affection had always ſub. 
A ſiſted between Renaldo and his ſiſter, he would 
not one moment deny himſelf the pleaſure of flying 
to her embrace, and of being the glad meſſenger o 
her deliverance. Soon, Nan Navy as he underſtood 
the place of her retreat, and had obtained a proper 
order to the at beſs, ſigned by count Trebah, he ſec 
out poſt for Vienna, {hill accompanied by his faithful 
Hibernian, and arriving at the convent, found the 
abbeſs aud the whole houſe fo engroſſed in making 
preparations for the ceremony of giving the veil _ | 
| J 
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day to a young woman who had folfijled the term 
of her probation, that he could not poſſibly fee his 
Gſter with that leiſure and ſatisfaction which he had 
flattered: himſelf with enjoying at this meeting; and 


therefore he was fain to bridle his impatiefice for two 


days, and keep his credentials until the hurry ſhoald 
be over, that mademoiſelle might have no intima- 
tion of her good fortune, except from his on 
mouth. , | 
» In order to fill up this tedious interval, he viſited 
his friends at court, who were rejoiced to hear the 
happy iſſue of his excurſion to Preſburg ; the prince 
who was his particular patron deſired he would 
make himſelf perfectly caſy with regard to the death 
of count Trebaſt, for he would take bare to repreſent 
him in ſuch a light to the empreſs queen, 26 would 
ſcreen bim ſrom any danger or proſecution on that 
account. His highneſs, moreover, appointed the 
following day for performing the promife he had 
made of preſenting him to that #uguſt princeſs, and 
in the mean time rom — her ſo much in his fa- 
vour, that When he approsched her 8 and 
Was announced by his noble inttoductor, ſhe eyed 
mm with a look of peculier eomplaceney, ſaying, 


I em glad to ſee you returned to my dominions, 


© Your father was a gallant officer, who ſerved our 
© houſe with equal courage and fidelity ; and as L 
© vnderftand you tread in his foot-ſteps, you may de- 
5 pend upon my favour and protection.“ 

He was fo much overwhelmed with this gracious. 


reception, tha, while he bowed in filence, the drops. 


of gratitude rrickled from his eyes; and her imperial 
majeſty was fo well pleaſed with this manifeſtation of. 
his. heart, that ſhe immediately gave directions for 


promoting him to the command of a'troop of horſe. 
— Thus fortune ſeemed willing and indeed eager to 
diſcharge the debt ſhe owed him for the different cas. 
lamittes he had undergone. And as he looked upon 


the generous Hebrew to be the ſole ſource of his ſue- 
da, C 2. ccls, 
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ceſs, he did not fail to make him acquainted with the WM fur 
happy effects of his recommendation and friend{hip, WM fic 
and to expreſs, in the warmeſt terms, the deep ſenſe br. 
he had of his uncemmon benevolence, which, by the 
the bye, was ſtill greater with regard to Renaldo, WM bl 
than the reader as yet imagines ; for he not only 


| furniſhed. him with money for his preſent occaſions, ni 
but alſo given him an unlimited credit on: a banker in th 
Vienna, to whom one of his letters was directed. Pi 


The ceremony of the nun's admiſſion being now la 
performed, and the convent reſtored to its former m 
quiet, Melville haſted thither on the wings of bro. ſu 
therly affection, aud prelented his letter to the abbeſ, I 5! 
who having peruſed the contents, by which ſhe lcarn- fi 
ed that the family diſquiets of count Trebaſi no louyer la 
ſubſiſted, and that the bearer was the brother of ma- n 
demoiſelle, ſhe received him with great - politeneſs, le 
congratulated him on this happy event, and begging Ti 
he would excuſe her ſtaying with him in the parlour, a 
on. pretence of buſineſs, withdrew, ſaying, ſhe would c 
immediately ſend in a young lady who would conſole 1 
him for-her abſence. In a few minutes he was joins b 
ed by his fiſter, Who, expecting nathing leſs thao c 

i 

< 


i to ſee Renaldo, no ſooner diſtinguiſhed his features, 
} than ſne ſhrieked aloud With ſurprize, and would 
| have ſunk upon the floor, had- not he ſupported her 
1 in his embrace. 1 | 
| Such a ſudden; apparition of her brother at any 
1 time, or in any place, after their long ſeparation, 
1 would have ſtrongly affected this ſenſible young | 
lady: but to find him ſo abruptly in a place where | 

ſhe thought herſelf, buried from the knowledge of all 
| her, relations, occaſioned ſuch commotions in ber ſpi- 
Tits as had well-nigh endangered her reaſon ;, for it 

was not till after a conſiderable pauſe, that ſhe could 
talk to him with connexion of coherence. However, 
as thoſe tranſports ſublided, they entered into a more 
deliberate and agreeable converſation; in the courſe 
of which, be gradually informed her of what. ha | 
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paſſed at the caſtle; and inexpreſſible was the plea- "| 
the ſure ſhe felt in learning that her mother was releaſed | 
hip, from captivity, herſelt reſtored to freedom, and her | 
2nle brother to the poſſeſſion of his lawful inheritance, by ! 

by the only means to which ſhe had always prayed theſe | 
do, bleſſings might be owing. | 


ly As ſhe had been treated with uncommon huma- 1 
ons; nity by the abbeſs, ſhe would not conſent to leave | 
r in WW the convent until he ſhould: be ready to ſet out for | 
Preſburg; fo that they dined together with that good 
10 lady, and paſſed the afternoon in that mutual com- 
mer munication with which a brother and fiiter may be | 
ro- ſuppoſed to entertain themſelves on ſuch an occahon. | 
els, She 2 bim a detail of the inſults and mortifications | 
arn. ſhe had ſuflered from the brutality of her father in- f 
ager law, and told him, that her confinement in this mo- i 
ma- naſtery was owing to Trebaſ's having intercepted a 
els, letter. to her from Renaldo, ſignifying his intention to 
zing return to the empire, in order to aſſert his own right 
our, and redreſs her grievances, Then turning the diſ- 
ld courſe upon the inciden's of his peregrmations, ſhe 
ſole in a particular mannet inquired about that exquiſite 
oin- beauty Whothad beem the innocent ſource of all his 
han diſtreſſes, and upon whoſg perfections he had often, 
res, in his letiers to his ſilter, expatiated with indications 
uld BY of rapture and delight. - 
her his inquiry in a moment blew up. that ſcorching 
flame which had been well nigh ſtifled by other ne- 
any ceſſary avocations. His cyes gleamed, bag checks 
ion, glowed and grew pale alternately, aud his whole 
ung frame underwent an immediate agitation; which be- 
gere ing perceived by mademoiſelle, ſhe concluded that 
F all ſome new calamity was annexcd to the name of Mo- 


ſpi- nimia, and dreading to rip up a wound Which ſhe 
r it faw was fo incfieQually cloſed, ſhe for the preſent 


wid ſuppreſſed her cus ioſuy and concern, and induſtri- 
ver, ouſly endeavoured to introduce ſome leſs affecting 
ore * of converſation. He ſaw her aim, approved 
erſe of her diſcretion, and jaining her endeavours, ex- 
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preſſed his ſurprize at her having omitted to Gignify 
the leaſt remembrance of her old tayaurite Fathom, 
whom he had left in England. He had no ſooner 
pronounced this name than ſhe ſuffered ſome confi, 
ſion in her turn; from which, however, recollecting 
herſelf, Brother,“ ſaid ſhe, you muſt endeavour to 
forget that wretch, who is altogether unworthy of 
retaining the ſmalleſt ſhare of your regard,” 
Aſtoniſned and indeed angry at this expreſſion, 
which he conſidered as the effect of malicious mire. 
eſentation, he gently chid her for her credulity ia 
— the envious aſperſion of ſome perſon whe 
repined at the ſuperior virtue of Fathom, whom he 
afirmed to be an honour to the human ſpecies, 
.. * Nothing is mare eaſy,” replied. the young lady, 
* than to impoſe upon a perſon, Who, being himſelf 
+ unconſcious of guile, ſulpe&s no deceit. You. have 
© been a dupe, dear brother, not to the fineſſe of 
« Fathom, but to the ſincerity of your own heart, 
For my own part, I afſume no honour to my own 


penetration in having comprehended the villainy of 


© that, impoſtor, which was diſcovered in more than 


| $ one! inſtance by accidents I could not poſſibly 


C foreſee. þ (3144 G41 g 
Lou muſt know that Tereſa, who attended me 
from my childhood, and in whoſe honeſty I re- 
© poſed ſuch confidence, having diſobliged ſome of 
© the inferior ſervants, was ſo narrowly. watched in 
© all her tranſactions, as to be at laſt detected in the 
very act of conveying a piece of plate, which was 
actually found concealed among her clothes. 
Fou may gueſs how much I was aſtoniſhed 
* when L underſtaod this circumſtance; I could not 
$ truſt. to the evidence of my own ſenſes, and ſhould 
have ſtill believed her innocent, in fpite of ocular | 


- © demonſtration, had not ſhe, in the terrors of being 


tried for felony, promiſed to make a very material 

* diſcovery to the coumeſs, provided ſhe would take 

" {uch meaſures as would fave her life, . Ky 
10 1 This 


ſignify 
thom, 
oonet 
confus 
eQing 
Our tg 


thy of 


ſon, 
mire 
ity in 
| Why 


m he 


lady, 
miclf 
have 
le of 
earts 
own 
iy of 
than 
bly 


| me 
| It's 
e of 
in 


other than the individual Wilhelmina. 


— . 


* 


FERDINAND Count FATHOM. 33 


This requeſt being complied with, ſhe, in my 
© hearing, opened up ſuch an amazing ſcene of int» 
© quity, baſeneſs and ingratitude, which had been 
' ated by her and Fathom, in order to defraud the 
family to which they were ſo much indebted, that 
+ I could not have believed the human mind capable 
© of ſuch degeneracy, or that-traitor endowed with 
+ ſuch pernicious cunning and diſſimulation, had not 
her tale been congruous, conſiſtent and diſtinct, 
and fraught with circumſtances that left no room 
© to doubt the leaſt article of her confeſſion: on 
conſideration of which, ſhe was permitted to go 
into voluntary exile? 

She then explained their combination in all the 
particulars, 'as we have already recounted them in 
their proper place; and, finally, obſerved, that the 
opinion ſhe had hence conceived of Fathom's charace 
ter, was confirmed by what ſhe had ſince learned of 
his perfdious' conduct towards that very nun Who 
had lately taken the val, 

Perceiving her brother ſtruck dumb with aſtoniſh- 
ment and gaping with the moſt eager attention, ſhe 
proceeded to relate the incidents of his double in- 
trigue with the jeweller's wife and daughter, as they 
were communicated to her by the nun, who was no 
Aller thoſe 
rivals had been forſaken by their gallant, their mu- 
tual anomoſities and chargin ſerved to whet the a ten- 
tion and invention of each: ſo that in a little time the 
whole myſtery Rood diſcloſed to both. The mother 
had diſcovered the daughter's correfpondence with 
Fathom, as we have formerly obſerved, by means of 
that unfortunate letter which he unwittingly commit- 
ted to the charge of the old beldame; and 2s ſoon ag 
ſhe underſtood he was without the reach of all ſolici- 
tation or perſecution, imparted this billet to her huſ- 
band, whoſe fury was ſo ungovernable, that he had 
almoſt facrificed Wilhelmina with his own hands, eſ- 
pecially when terrified by his threats and impreca- 
C4 tions 
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tions, ſhe owned that ſhe had beſtowed the chain on 
this perfidious lover. However, his dreadful purpoſe 
was prevented, partly by the interpoſition of his wiſe, 
whoſe aim was not the death but immurement of his 
daughter, and partly by the tears and ſupplication of 
the young gentlewoman herſelf, who proteſted, that, 
although the ceremony of the church had not been 
performed, ſhe was contracted to Fathom by the mot 
ſolemn vows, to witneſs which, ſhe invoked all the 
ſaints in heaven... f 

The jeweller, upon cooler conſideration, was un. 
willing to loſe the leaſt ſpark of hope that glittered 
among the ruins of his diſpair, and reſiſted all the im. 
portunities of his wife, who preſſed him to conſult the 
welfare of his daughter's ſou], inthe fond expectation 
of finding ſome expedient to lure back the chain and 
its poſſeſſor. In the mean time Wilhelmina was dai- 
ly and hourly expoſed to the mortifying animadyer. 
ſions of her mamma, who, with all the inſolence of 
virtue, inceſſamly upbraided her with the backſlid. 
ings of her vicious life, and exhorted her io 1eforma. 
tion and repentance. This continual triumph laſted 
for many months, till at length a quarrel happening 
between the mother and the goſſip at whoſe houſe ſhe 
uſed to give the rendezvous to her admirers, that in. 
cenſed confidante, in the precipitation of her anger, 
promulgated the hiſtory of thoſe ſecret meetings, and 
among the reſt, her interviews with Fathom were 


brought to light. 


The firſt people who hear news of this ſort, are ge 
nerally thoſe to whom they are moſt unwelcome. 'I he 
German was ſoon appriſed of his wife's frailty, and 
conf:dered the two females of his houſe as @ couple 
of devils incarnate, ſent from hell to exereiſe his pa- 
tience: yet, in the midſt of his diſpleaſure he found 
matter of conſolation, in being furniſhed with a fat. 
ficient 1eaſon 'for parting with his help-mate, who 


ſent 


hed for many years kept his family in diſquiet, He 
therefore, without hazarding a perſonal conference, 
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ſent propoſals to her by a friend, which ſhe did not 
think proper to reject: and ſeeing himſelf reitored to 
the dominion of his own houſe, exerted his fway e 
tyrannically, that Welhelmina became weary of her 
life, and had recourſe io the comforts of religion, of 
which ſhe ſoon became enamoured, and begged her 
father's permiſſion to dedicate the reſt of her life to 
the dutics of devotion. She was accordingly received 
in this convent : the regulations of which were ſe 
much to her liking, that ſhe performed the taſk of 
robation with pleaſure, and voluntarily excluded: 
her ſelf from the vanitics of this life. It was here ſhe 
nad contrafted an acquaintance with mademoiſelle de 


Melvifle, to whom ſhe communicated her complaints. 


of Fathom, on the ſuppoſition that he was related. to- 
the count, as he himſelf had often declared; 

While the young lady rehearſed the particulars off 
this. detail, Renaldo futtained a ſtrange viciſſuude of 
different paſſions. Surprize, ſorrow, fear, hope and: 
indignation raiſed a moſt tumultuous conflict in his. 
bolom. Monimia ruſhed upon his imagination in: 
the character of innocence betrayed by the inſinua- 
tions of treachery. He with horror viewed her at the 
mercy of a villian, who had broken all the ties of gra» 
tude and honour, " 

Affrighted at the proſpe&, he ſtarted from his ſeat; 
exclaiming in the unconnected ſtrain of diftraftion. 
and diſpair : + Have I then nouriſhed a ſerpent in my 
* boſom ! Have I liſtened: to the voice of a traitor 
© who hath murdered. my peace! who hath tore my 
* hcart-\{trings aſunder, and perhaps ruined the pat» 
* tern of all earthly perfectiou. It cannot be. Hea- 
ven would not ſuffer ſuch infernal artiſice to take ef. 
ſet !! The thunder would be levelled agaiult. the 
head of the accurfed projector !“ | 

From this. tranſport, compared with his-agitation. 
when ſhe mentioned. Monimia, his filter judged that. 
Fathom had been the occaſion of a breach between 
the two lovers; and this conjecture being comfirmed 


C5 by. 


— . a 
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by the disjointed anſwers he made to her interropy 

tions upon the affair, ſhe endeavoured to calm his ap- 

prehenſions, by repreſenting that he would ſoon have 
an opportunity of returning to England, where the 

miſunderſtanding might de eaſily cleared up; and 
that, in the mean time, he had nothing to fear on ac. 

count of the perſon of his miſtreſs, in a country where 

individuals were ſo well protected by the laws and 
conſtitution of the realm. At length he ſuffered him. 
felt to be flattered with the fond hope of ſecing Moni. 
mia's character triumph in the inquiry; of retrieving 
that loſt jewel, and of renewing Nat raviſhing inter. 
courſe. and cxalted expectation which had been ſo 
cruelly cut off. He now wiſhed to tind Fathom ag 
black as he had been.exhibited, that Monimia's apol. 
tacy might be numbered among the, miſrepieſenta- 
tions of his treachery and fraud. 

His love, which was alike generous and ardent, 
eſpouſed the cauſe, and he no longer doubted her 
conſtancy and virtue: but when he reflected how her 
tender heart muſt have been wrung with anguiſh at his 
unkindneſs and cruelty, in leaving her deſtitute in a 
foreign land; how her ſenſibility muſt have been tor- 
tured in finding herſelf altogether dependent upon a 
ruffian, who certainly harboured the moſt baleſul de- 
ſigns upon her honour ; how her life mult be endan- 

ered both by his barbarity and her own deſpair : J 
— wes he reflected on theſe circumſtances, he ſhud. 
dered with horror and diſmay ; and that very night 
diſpatched a letter to his friend the Jew, intreating 
him, in'the moſt preſſing manner, to employ al! his 
intelligence in learning the ſituat ion of the fair orphan, 
that ſhe might, be proteQed from the villany of Fa. 
thom, until his return tg England. 
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CHAP. LX. 


M recompen ſes the attachment of his friend: and receives 
1 n_ reduces him to the verge of death and 47 


tratlion. 


HIS ſtep being taken, his mind. in ſome meaſure 
retrieved its former tranquillity ; he ſoothed' 
himſelf with the proſpe& of an happy reconciliation 
with the divine Monimia, and his fancy was decoyed 
from every diſagrecable preſage by the entertaining 
converfation of his ſiſter, with whom in two days he 
ſet out for Preſburg, attended by his friend the major, 
who had never quitted him ſince their meeting at Bruf- 
ſels. Here they ſound count Trebaſi entirely rid of 
the fever which had been occaſioned by his wound, 
and in a fair way of doing well: a circumſtance that 
afforded * N pleaſure to Melville, whoſe 
manner of thinking was ſuch, as. would have made 
him unhappy, could he have charged himſelf witty 
the death of his mother's huſband, howſoever crimi- 
nal he might have been, 4s. 

The count's ferocity did not return with his health ; 
his eyes were opened by the danger he had incurred, 
and his ſentiments turned in a new channel: he heartily 
aſked pardon of mademoiſelle for the rigorous uſage 
ſhe had ſuffered from the violence of his temper ; 
thanked Renaldo for the ſeaſonable leſſon he had ad- 
miniſtered to him; and not only inſiſted upon being 
removed from the caſtle to an houſe of his own in 
Preſburg, but proffered to make immediate reſtitution 
of all the rents which he had unjuſtly converted to. 
his own uſe. | | 

Theſe things being ſettled in the moſt amicable 
manner, to the entire {atigfaRtion of the parties concer- 
ned, as well as of the neighbouring nobleſſe, among 
whom the houſe of Melville was in univerſal eſteem; 
Renaldo reſolved to ſolicit leave at the imperial 
court to return to England, in order to inveſtigate 

| | C 6 that 
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that affair of Monimia, which was more intereſlin 
than all the points he had hitherto adjuſted ; but, be. 
tore he quitted Preſburg, his friend Farrel tabine 
him aſide one day, Count,“ ſaid he, will you give 
me leave to aſk, if by my zeal and attachment for 
you, I have had the good fortune to acquire your 
© efteem ?? To doubt that citeem,” replied Renal. 
do, +. were to ſuſpect my gratitude and honour, of 
which I muſt be utterly deſtitute before I loſe the 
ſenſe of thoſe obligations I owe to your gallanuy 


Cal 

+ and friendſhip : obligations which I long for a Fa 
proper occaſion to repay. of 
Well chen,“ reſumed the major, I will deal be 
.* with you like a downright Swils, and point out a th 
© method by which you may ſhift the load of obli. ce 
© gation from your own ſhoulders to mine. You 7 
* know my birth, rank, and expectations in the ſer. p 
vice: but perhaps you do not know, that as my | 
expence has always unavoidably exceeded my in- 0 

* come, I find myſelf a little out at elbows in my f 
circumſtances, and want to piece them up by ma- Y 
trimony. Of thoſe ladies with whom I think I \ 
have any chance of ſucceeding, mademoiſelle de [ 
Melville ſeems the beſt qualified to render my x 
ſituation happy in all reſpects. Her fortune is 


more than. ſufficient to difſembarra's my affairs; 
her good ſenſe will be a ſeaſonable check upon my 
vivacity ; her agreeable accompliſhments will en- 
'© gage a cent nuation of alfethon and regard; 1 
know my own diſpoſition well enough to think 1 
ſhall become a molt dutitul and tractable huſband ; 
© and ſhall deein myſelf highly honoured in being 
© more cloſely united to my dear count de Melville, 
the ſon and repreſentative of that worthy officer 
under whom my youth was formed: if you ill 
therefore ſanction my claim, I will forthwith be- 
gin my approaches, and doubt not, under your 
auſpices, to bring the place to a capitulation*? 
Renaldo was plcaſcd with the frankneſs of this de. 
5 | clatation, 


FERDINAND Count FATHOM. 6 


claration, approved of his demand, and deſired him 
to depend upon his good offices with his ſiſter, whom 
he ſounded that ſame evening upon the ſubject, re- 
commending the major to her favour, as a gentleman 
well worthy of her choice, Mademoiſelle, who had 
never been exerciſed in the coquetries of her ſex, and 
was now arrived at thoſe years, when the vanity of 
youth ought to yield to diſcretion, conſidered the 
propoſal as a philoſopher, and aſter due deliberation 
candidly owned ſhe had no objection to the match, 
Farrel was accordingly introduced in the character 
of a lover, after the per miſſion of the counteſs had 
bern obtained; and he carried on his eddreſſes in 
the uſual form, ſo much to the ſatisſaction of all con- 
cerned in the event, that a day was appointed for the 
celebration of his nuptials, when he entered into 
peaceable poſſeſſion of his 2 A 
A ſew days after this joyful occaſion, while: Renal- 
do wes at Vienna, where he had been indulged with 
leave of abſence for ſix months, and employed in 
making preparations for his journey to Britain, he 
was one evening preſented by his ſervant with a pac- 
quet from London, which he no ſooner opened, 
than he found incloſed a letter directed to him, in 
the hand-writing of Monimia. He was fo much 
affected at ſight of thoſe well-known charatters, that 
he ſthod motionleſs as a ſtatue, eager to know the 
contents, yet afraid to peruſe the billet. While he 
heſitated in this ſuſpence, he chanced to caſt his eye 
on the infide of the cover, and perceived the name 
of his Jewiſh friend at the bottom of a few linz's, 
importing that the incloſed was delivered to him b 
a phyhcian of his acquaintance, who had recom- 
mended it in a particular manner to his care. This 
'ntimation ſerved only to increaſe the myſtery, and 
whet his impatience; and as he had the explanation 
in his hand, he ſummoned all his refolution to his 
aid, and breaking the ſeal, began to read theſe words; 
© Renaldo will not ſuppoſe that this addreſs proceeds 
* 7 from 
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* from intereſted motives, when he learns, that before 
it can be preſented to his view, the unfortunate 
$ Monimia will be no more.“ | 

Here the light forſook Renaldo's eyes, his knees 
knocked together, and he fell at full length inſenſible 
on the floor: his valct hearing the noiſe, ran into the 
gpartment, lifted him upon a couch, and diſpatched 
a meſſenger for proper aſſiſtance, while he himſelf 
_ endeavoured to recal his ſpirits by ſuch applications 
as chance afforded ; but before the count exhibited 
any ſigus of life, his brother-in-law entered his cham- 
ber by accident, and as ſoon as he recollected him- 
felf from the extreme confuſion and concern produ- 
ced by this melancholy ſpectacle, he perceived the 


kept within his graſp; juſtly ſuſpecting this to be 
the cauſe of that ſevere paroxyſm, he drew near the 
couch, and with difficulty read what is above re- 
hearſed, and the ſequel, to this effctt ; 

* Yes, I have taken ſuch meaſures as will prevent 
* it from falling into your hands, until after I ſhall 
© have been releaſed from a being imbittered with 
© inexpreſiible miſery and unguiſh, It is not my in» 
* tention, once loved, and ah! {ti]] too fondly re- 
membered youth! to upbraid you as the ſource of 
© that unceaſing woe which hath been ſo long the ſole 
© inhabitant of my lonely beſom. I will not call 
* you inconſtant or unkind. I dare not think you 
© baſe or diſhonourable; yet I was abruptly ſacrificed 
* to a triumphant rival, before I had learned to bear 
© ſuch mortification; before 1 had overcome the 
« prejudices which I had imbibed in my father's 
6 98h I was all at once abandoned to deſpair, to 
© indigence end diſtreſs, to the vile practices of a 
« villain; who, I fear, hath betrayed us both. What 
© have not 1 ſuffered from the inſults and vicious 
« deſigns of that wretch whom you cheriſhed in your 
* boſom! yet to theſe I owe this near approach to 
that goal of peace, where the canker-worm bf ſor- 

row 


fatal epiſtle which Melville, though inſenſible, fil} 
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t row will expire. Beware of that artful traitor; 
and oh! endeavour to overcome that levity of dif- 
© poſition, which, if indulged, will not ouly tain 


your reputation, but 'alfo debauch the good quali- 


© ties of your heart. I releaſe you, in the fight of 
i heaven, from all obligations: if I have been in- 
© jured, let not my wrongs be viſited on the head of 
Renaldo, for whom ſhall be offered up the laſt fer. 
vent przyers of the hapleſs Monimia.” 

This letter was a clue to the labyrinth of Melville's 
diſtreſs : though the major had never heard him men- 
tion the name of this beauty, he had received ſuch 
hints from his own wife, as enabled him to com- 
prehend the whole of the count's diſaſter. By the 
adminiſtration of ſimulating medicines, Renaldo re- 
covered his perception: but this was a cruel alterna- 
tive, conſidering the. ſituation of his thoughts. The 
firſt word he pronounced was Monimia, with all the 
emphaſis of the moſt violent deſpair ; he peruſed the 
letter, and poured forth incoherent exec1ations againſt 
Fathom and himſelf. Ile exclaimed in a frantic tone, 
che is loſt for ever! murtheted by my unkindneſs! 
© we are both undone by, the inſernal arts of Fathom! - 
t execrable monſter! Reſtore her to my arms, If 
thou art not a fiend in reality, I will tear out thy 
i falſe heart! 

So ſaying, he ſprung upon his valet, who would 
have fallen a ſacrifice to his undiſtinguiſhing fury, 
had not he been ſaved, by the interpoſition of Farrel 
and the family, who diſengaged him from his maſ- 
ter's gripe by dint of force; yet, notwithſtanding 
their joint endeavours, he broke from this reſtraint, 
he's upon the floor, and ſeizing his ſword, attemp- 
ted to plunge it in his on breaſl. When he was once 
more overcome by numbers, he curſed himſelf, and 
all thoſe who withheld him ; ſwore he would not 
ſurvive the fair victim who had periſhed by his cre- 
dulity and indiſcretion; and the agitation of his 


ſpirits increaſed to ſuch a degree, that he was ſeized 
with 


with ſtrong convulſions, which nature was ſcarte 
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able to ſuſtain: every medical expedient was uſed 


to quiet this perturbation, which at length yielded {9 1 
far as to ſublide into a continual fever, and confirmed fort 
delirium, during which he ceaſed not to pour forth che 
the molt pathetic complain:s touching his ruincd his 
love, and to rave about the ill-ſtarred Monimia, ed 
The major, half-diſtracted by the calamity of his no! 
friend, would have concealed it from the knowledge the 
of his family, had not the phyſician, by deſpairing ow 
of his life, laid him under the neceſſity of making C01 
them acquainted with his condition. ſh 

The coumels and Mrs. Farrel were no ſooner in-. ch 
formed of his caſe, than they halted to the melan- 70 
choly ſcene, where they found Renaldo deprived of by 
his ſenſes, panting aber the rage of an exaſperated P 
dilcaſe, They faw his face diſtorted, and his eyes $0 
glaring with frenzy : they heard him invoke the ba 
name of Monimia, with a tenderneſs of accent, which 1 
even the impulſe of madneſs could not deſtroy.— * 
Then, with a ſudden tranſition of tone and geſture, h 


he denounced vengeance againſt her betrayer, and c 
called upon the north wind to cool the fervour of 0 
his brain. His hair hung in dithevelled parcels, his : 
cheeks were wan, his looks ghaſtly, his vigour was : 
fled, and all the glory of his youth faded: the phy. IM 
ſician hung his head in ſilence, the attendannts wrung { 
their hands in deſpair, and the countenance of his 
friend was bathed 1n tears. | 

Such a picture would have moved the moſt obdu- 
rate heart: what impreſſion then muſt it have made 
upon a parent and ſiſter, melting with all the enthu- 
ſiaſm 31 affection! The mother was ſtruck dumb, 


and ſtupified with grief : the ſiſter threw herſelf un 
the bed in a tranſport of forrow, caught her loved 
Renaldo in her arms, and was with great difficulty 
tore from his embrace. Such was the difmal reverſe 
that @vertook the late fo happy family of yes l 
uc 
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ſuch was the extremity to which the treachery of 
Fathom bad reduced his beſt benefaftor ! | | 
Three days did nature ſtruggle with — ef- 
forts, and then the conſtitution ſeemed to fink under 
the victorious fever; yet, as his ſtrength diminiſhed, 
his dilirium abated, and on the fifth morning he look- 
ed 10nnd, and recognized his weeping friends. Tho? 
now exhauſted to the loweſt ebb of his life, he retained” 
the per fett uſe of ſpeech, and his reaſon being quite 
unclouded, ſpoke to each with equal kindneſs and 
compoſure : he congratulated himſelf upon the ſight of 
ſhore, after the horrors of ſuch a tempeſt; called upon 
the counteſs and his ſiſter, who were not permitted 
to ſee him at ſuch a conjuncture, and being apprized 
by the major of his reaſon for excluding them from his 
preſence; he applauded his concern, bequeathed them 
to his future care, and took leave of that gentleman 
with a cordial embrace. Then he deſired to be left 
in private with a certain clergyman, who regulated 
the concerns of his ſoul ; and he being diſmiſſed, turned 
his face from the light, in expectation of his final diſ- 
charge: in a few minutes all was ſtill and dreary; he 
was no longer heard to breathe, no more the ſtream” 
of life was perceived to circulate; he was ſuppofed to 
be abſolved from all his cares, and an univerſal groan 
from the bye-ſtanders announced the deceaſe of the 
gallant, generous, and tender-hearted Repaldo. | 
© Come hither, ye whom the pride of youth and' 


© health, of birth and affluence inflames; 'who tread 


© the flowery maze of pleaſure. truſting to the fruition 
© of ever-circling joys: ye who glory in your accom- 
© pliſhments, who-indulge the views of ambition, and! 
lay ſchemes for future happineſs and grandeur : con- 
template here the vanity of life: behold how low 
© this excellent young man is laid! mowed don even 
in the bloſſom ot his youth; when fortune ſeemed to 
open all her treaſures to his wort!!ßhß! 1 

Such were the reflectians of the generous Farrel, 


whoy-while he. performed the laſt oikice of friendſhip, 
885 in 


| 
| 
[ 
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in. cloling the eyes of the much-lamented Melville; 
perceived a warmth on the ſkin, which the hand of 
death feldom leaves unextinguiſhed * this uncommon 
ſenſation he reported to the phyſician, who, though he 
could.fcel no pulſation in the heart or arteries, conjec- 
tured that life {till lingered in ſome of its interior 
haunts, and immediately ordered ſuch applications to 
the extremities and ſurface of the body, as might help 
to concentrate and reinforce the natural heat. 

By theſe preſcriptions, which, for ſome time, pro- 
duced no ſenſible effect, the embers were, in all pro- 
bability, kept glowing, and the vital power revived; 
for, atier @ conliderable pauſe, reſpiration was gradu- 
ally renewed at long intcrvals, a languid motion was 
perceived at the heart, a few feeble and irregular pul- 
ſations were felt at the wriſt; the clay-coloured livery 
of death began to vaniſh from his face; the circulation 
acquired new force, and he opened his eyes with z 
40 * proclaimed his return from the ſhadcs of 

Catn, / - 

When he recovered the faculty of ſwallowing, a 
cordial was adminiſtered ; and whether the fever abat- 
ed, in conſequence of the blood's being cooled and 
condenſed during the receſs of action in the ſolids, or 
nature, in that agony, had prepared a proper channel 
for the expulſion of the diſeaſe; certain it is, he was, 
from this moment, rid of all bodily pain, he retrived 
the animal functions, and nothing remained of his ma- 


lady but an extreme weakneſs and languor, the effect 


of nature's being fatigued in the battle ſhe had won. 
Unutterable was the joy that took poſſeſſion of his 
mother and ſiſter, When Farrel flew into their apart - 
ment, to intimate this happy turn. Scarce could they 
be reſtrained from pouring forth their tranſporis in the 
preſence of Renaldo, who was till too feeble to en - 
dure {ſuch communication: indeed he was extremel 
mortified and dejected at this event, which had dit- 
fuſed ſuch pleaſure and ſatisfaction among his friends; 


tor though his diſtemper was maſtered, the ſatal cauſe 
pi 0 


FERDINAND Count FATHOM. 62 


of it Hill rankled at his heart, nd he conſidered this 
reſpite from death as a protrattion of his miſery. 
When he was congratulated by the major on the 
triumph of his conſtitution; he rephed, with a groan, 
+ | would to heaven it had been otherwiſe ;- for I am: 
© reſerved for all the horrors of the moſt poignant ſor. 
© row and remorſe, O Monimia! Monimia | 1 hoped 
by this time to have convinced thy gentle ſhade, that 
( 1 was, at leaſt intentionally, innocent of that ruth - 
© leſs barbarity which hath brought thee to an en- 
* timely grave. Heaven and earth! do 1 ſtill ſurvive 


che conſciouſneſs of that dire cataſtrophe | and lives 


the atrocious villain who hath blaſted all our hopes!“ 
With theſe laſt words, the fire darted from his eyes, 

and his brother, ſnatching this occaſtonal handle for 

reconciling him to liſe, joined in his exclamations 


n: gainſt the treacherous Fathom, and obſerved, that he 


Mould not, in point of honour, wiſh to die, until he 
ſhould- have ſacrificed that traitor to the manes of the 
beauteous Monimia, This incitement acted as a ſpur 
upon exhauſted nature; cauſing the blood to circulate 
with freſh vigour, and encouraging him to take ſuck. 
ſuſtenance as would recruit his ſtrength, and repair 
the damage which his health bad ſuſtained. ; 
His filter aſli4uouſly attended him in his recovery, 


gattering his appetite, and amuſing his ſorrow at the 


fame time; the clergyman aſſailed his deſpondence 
with religious weapons, as well as with arguments 
drawn from philoſophy; and the fury of his pailions 
being already expended, he became ſo trattable as to 
lien to his emonſtrances: but notwithſtanding the 
Joint endeavours of all his friends, a deep-fixed melan · 
eholy remained, after every conſequence of his diſeaſe 
had vaniſhed : in vain they eſſayed to elude his grief 
by paiety and diverſions; an vain they tried to decoy 
his heart into ſome new engagement. | 
Theſe kind attempts ferved only to feed and nouriſh 
that melancholy which pined within his boſom. Mo 
nimia ſtill haunted him in the midſt of theſe amuſe- 
ments, 


* 
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ments, while his reflection whiſpered to bim, * ple 
* ſures like theſe I might have rehſhed with her par. 
© ticipation,* That darling idea mingled in all the fe. 
male aſſemblies at which he was prefent,eclipling their 
attraRtions, and inhancing the bitterneſs of bis loſs; for 
abſence, enthuſiaſm, and even his deſpair had height. 
ened the charms of the fair orphan into ſomething ſu- 
pernatural and divine. | | 
-- Time, that commonly. weakens the traces of remem. 
brance, ſeemed to deepen its impreſſions in his breaſt; 
Nightly, in his dreams, did he converſe with his dear 
Moni mia: ſometimes on the verdant bank of a de. 
Iightful- ſtream, Where he. breathed, in fott murmurs, 

the dictates of his love and admiration : ſametimes re. 
elined within the tufted grove, his arm encircled and 

fuſtained het ſnowy neck; whilk ſhe, with looks of 
love ineffable, gazed on his face, invoking heaven to 
bleſs her huſband and her lord: yet, even in theſe il. 
luſions, was his ſancy oft alarmed for the ill-fated fair: 

fometimes he viewed her toitering on the brink of a 
ſteep precipice; far diſtant from his helping hand: at 
ether times ſhe ſeemed to- ſail along the boiſterous 
tide, imploring his aſſiſtance: then would he flat 
with horror from his ſlecp, and feel his ſorrows more 
than realized: he deſerted his couch: he avoided the 
fociety of mankind : he courted ſequeſtered. ſbades, 
where he could indulge his melancholy; there his 
mind brooded over his calamity, until his imagination 
became familiar with all the ravages of death; it con- 
templated the gradual decline of Moni mia's health; 
her tears, her'dilreſs her deſpair at his imagined cru- 
elty the ſaw through that perſpective, every bloſſom 
of her beauty wither, every ſparkle vaniſh, from ber 
eyes: he beheld her faded lips, ber pale cheek, aud 
her inanimated features, the ſymmetry of, Which, not 
death itſelf was able to deſtroy. His fancy conveycd 

her breathleſs corſe to the cold grave, g'er Which per- 

haps, no- car humane was ſhed, Where her 1 
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limbs wert conſigned to duſt, where ſhe was diſhed 
out a delicious banquet to the unſparing worm. 7 
Over theſe pictures he dwelt with a ſort of pleaſing 
anguiſh, until he became ſo enamoured of her tomb, 
that he could no longer reſiſt the deſire Which com- 
pelled him to make a pilgrimage to the dear hallowed 
ſpot, where all his once gay hopes lay buried; that 
he might nighily viſt the ſilent habitation ot his ruin- 
ed love, embrace the ſacred earth with which ſhe wag 
now compounded, moiſten it with his tears, and bid 
the turf lie eaſy on her breaſt. Beſides the proſpect 
of this gloomy enjoyment, he was urged to return to 
England, by an eager deſire of taking vengeance on 
the perficious Faibom,, as well as of acquitting him- 
ſelf of the obligations he owed in that kingdom, to 
thoſe who had aſſiſted him in his diltreſs ;, He there- 
forecommunicated his intention to Farrel, who would 
have inſiſted upon attending; him iu the journey, had 
not he been conjured to ſtay and manage Renaldo's 
affairs in his abſence... Every. previqus ſtep being 
taken, he took leave of, the countels and his ſiſter, 
Who had, with all their intereſt and elocution, op- 
— his deſign, the execuion of, which, they juſtly 
cared, would, inſtead of diſſi pating, augment his 
chagrin; and now, ſeeing him determined, they ſhed 


2 flood of tears at his departure, and he. ſet out from 


Vienna in a+ poſt-chaiſe, accompanied by a trulty 
valet de chambre on horſeback. TIT2 287 ris TUES : 
inn 214 84491 208 
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Renaldo meets with a living monument of juſtice, and em 
counters a per ſong t'of ſome note in theſe memoirs. 
* T4 1 7 p39 $y «1 449.2 * awd 
A this domeſtick was very well qualified for making 
all the proper diſpoſitions, and adjuſting every 
neceſſaryartiele onthe road, Renaldototally abſtracted 
himſelf from earthly conſiderations, and muſed with- 
out ceaſing on that theme which. was the conſtant ſub- 

ect of his coꝛuemplation. He Was, blind to the 0 

i > 
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jects that furrounded him; he ſcarce ever felt the im. 
portunities of nature; and had not they been rein 
forced by the preſſing entreaties of his attendant, he 
would have proceeded without refreſhment or repoſt 
In this abſence of mind did he traverſe a great par 
of Germany, in his way to the Auſtrian Netherlands 
and arrived at the fortreſs of Luxemburg, where he 
was obliged to tarry a whole day on account. of a 
accident which had happened to his chaiſe. Hen 
he went io vie the fortification; and as he walket 
along the ramparts; his eats were ſaluted with theſe 
words; * Heaven blefs the noble count de Melville! 
ill not he turn the eyes of compaſſion upon an 
old 1 reduced to misfortune and dg 
4 race , p F 

Surpriſed at this addreſs, which was attended with 
the clanking of chains, Renaldo lifted up his eyes 
and perceived the perſon who ſpoke, to be one of 
two malefactors mackled together, who had bees 
ſentenced for ſome crime te work as labourers on the 
forttſicurtons: his face was ſo covered with hair, 
and his Whole appeatanee fo diſguiſed by the fqualid 
habit Which he wore, that the count could not 
tecollect his features, until he gave him to under 
and that his name was Retchkali. Melville im- 
mediately recognized his fellow ſtudent at Vienna 
and his brother volunteer upon the Rhine, and ex. 
preſſed equal ſurprize and concern at feeing him it 
ſuch a deplorable ſituation, 

Nothing renders the ſoul ſo callous and inſenſible 
as the ſearing brands of inſamy and diſgrace, With- 
out botraying the leaſt ſymptoms of ſhame or contu- 
ſion, Count,“ ſays he, this is the fate of war, t 
© teaſt of the war in which'l have been engaged, cver 
© fince I took leave of the imperial army, and retreat 
© ed with your old  compemon 'Fathom. Long life 
+ to that original genius? If he is not unhappily 
eelipſed by forte unfortunate interpoſition, betore 
his terrene parts are purified, 1 foreſee that he 


„ will 
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4 will ſhine a ſtar of the firſt magnitude in the 
© world of adventure.“ | 

At mention of this detefted name, Renaldo's heart 
began to throb with indignation; yet he fuppreſſed 
the emotion, and defired to know the meaning of 
that ſplendid encomium, which he had beſtowed 
upon his confederate, * It would be quite unne- 
© ceſſary,” replied Ratchkali, © for a man in my pre- 
© ſent fituation to equivocate or diſguiſe the truth + 
© the nature of my diſgrace is perfectly well known. 
I am condemned to hard labour for life; and un- 
© leſs ſome lucky accident (which I cannot now fore- 
* ſee} ſhall intervene, all I can expett is ſome alle- 
© yiation of my hard lot from the generoſity of ſuch 
geutlemen as you who compaſſionate the ſufferings 
* of your fellow creatures, In order to engage this 
© benevolence the more in wry behalf, I ſhall (if you 
© will give me the —_— faithfully inform you ot 
ſome particulars, Which it may import you to 
know, concerning my old acquaintante Ferdinand 
* count Fathom, whoſe real character hath perhaps 
* hitherto efeaped your notice," 

Then he proceeded to giye a regular detail of all 
the ſtrokes of fineſſe which be, in conjunction with 
our adventurer, had practiſed upon Melville and 


others, during their reſidence at Vienna, and the 


campaigns they had made upon the Rhine: he ex- 
plained the nature of the robbery Which was ſup- 
poſed to have been done by the count's valet, to- 
2 with the manner of their deſertion: he de- 
ribed his ſeparation from Fathom, their ' meet- 
ing at London, the traffic they carried on in co- 
partnerſhip : and the misfortune that reduced Fer- 
dinand to the condition in which he was found by 
Melville. | : þ 
After having gratifie the honeſt lawyer,“ ſaid he, 
with a ſhare of the unfortunate Fathom's ſpoils. 
© and packed up all my -own valuable effects, w1 
* pew auxiliary Maurice and I poſted to Harwiel 
| « embark 
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% embarked. i in the 92 and next day arrived 


© at Helvoetluys ; rom thence we. repaired to the 
4 Hague, in order to mingle in the gaietics of the 
lace, and exerciſe. our talents at play, which iz 
; there cultivated, with ,, univerſal - eagerneſs; but, 
+ chancing to meet with an bld acquaintance, whom 
1 did not at all deſire to ſee, I found it convenicnt 
$.to withdraw ſofily to Rotterdam ; ſrom whence we 
ſet out for. Antwerp; and having made a tour of 
© the Auſtrian, Netherlands, ſet up our reſt at Bruſſch, 
© and concerted a plan for laying the Flemings under 
6 contxibution, ie 
Exam our appearance we procured admiſſion into 
© the moſt polite aſſemhlics, and ſucceeded to a won. 
der in all our operations; ur career was un- 
© fortunately checked by the dach o etion of my ally, 
+ who, being detected in the very, act. of conveying 


© ACar r to a magiſtrate: 


* K 28 


and. this, migiſtey ice Mas ſo curious, inqui- 

. litive,, and clear gg, that, count Maurice, find. 

ing it impo e. FRET „Was fain 

c 30g poi 107 f —.— wa, { 5 - £4 

N friend to the co —.— of che law. I was accor- 
lingly a prehe 5 eiche I knew. the cauſe of 


© my arre ing..unbappily., known by ſome 
7 ſoldiers of ut the LSB guard, 1 character turned 


. ſo. litile to . ebe * of the inquiſitors, 

[4 

0 4 845 1 R 1 formal Teptence con- 

c demned. to four an f EY ll the days 

« of wy. life; whale Maurice elcaped. at the expence 

* ye hundred Rripęs, which, he received in public 
fre the hands of, the common executioner. 

oy [Thus have I, * without, evaſion or mental reſerva- 
tion, given a faithful account of the Reps by whic|: 

I have arrived at this, barrier, which is, likely to be 
the ne flus ultra of my peregrinstibns, unleſs tlie 


generous count de Melville ill deiga torimterpole, 
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Chis intereſt in behalf of an old fellow-ſoldier, who 
may yet live to juſtify his mediation.” _ TEM 
Renaldo had no reaſon to doubt the truth of this 
tory, every eircumſtauce of which tended to corro- 
borate the intelligence he had already received: touch- 
ing the charafter of Fathom, whom he now conſidered 
with a double portion of abhorrence, as' the moſt 
abandoned miſcreant that nature had ever produced. 
Though Ratchkali did not poſſeſs a much higher place 
in his opinion, he favoured him with marks of his 
bounty, and exhorted him, if poſſible, to reform his 
heart; but he would by no means promiſe to inter- 
poſe his credit in favour of à wretch ſelf convicted 
of ſuch enormous villainy and fraud. He could not 
help moralizing upon this recounter, which inſpired 
him with great contempt for human nature: and 


next day he proceeded on his journey witli a heavy . 


heart, ruminating on the perfidy of mankind; and 


detween whiles tranſported with the proſpect of 


revenging all his calamities upon the accurſed author; 

While he was wrapped up in theſe reveries, his 
carriage rolled 'along, and had already entered a 
wood between - Mons and Tournay, when his dream 
was ſuddenly interrupted by the exploſion of ſeveral 


| piſtols that were fired among the thickets at a little dif. 


tance from the road. Rouſed at this alarm, he ſnatched 
hes {word that ſtood by him, and ſpringing from 
the chaiſe, ran directly towards the ip, being cloſe 
followed by his valet, who had alighted and armed 
himſelf with'a piſtol in each band. About foriy 
yards from the highway they arrived in a little glade 
or opening, where they ſaw a ſingle man ſtanding at 


bay againſt five banditti, after having killed one of 


their companions, and loſt his own horſe that lay 
dead upon the ground, | 
Melville ſeeing this odds, and immediately guef- 
ing their deſign, ruſhed among them without heſita- 
tion, and in an inſtant ran his ſword through the 
heart of one whoſe hand was raifcd to ſinite the gen- 
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tleman behind, while he was engaged with the ref 
in front. At the ſame time the valet diſabled ano. 
ther by a ſhot in the ſhoulder; ſo that the number 
being now equal on both ſides, a furious combat 
enſued, every man being paired with an antagoniſt, 
and each baving recourſe to ſwords, as all their pieces 
| had been diſcharged. Renaldo's adverſary finding 
himſelf preſſed with equal fury and ſkill, retreated 
gradually among the trees, until he vaniſhed altoge. 
ther into the thickeſt of the wood : and his two com- 
panions followed his example with-great eaſe, the 
valet de chambre being hurt in the leg, and the ftran. 

er ſo much exhauſted by the wounds he had re- 
ceived before Renaldo's interpoſition, that when the 
young gentleman approached to congratulate him on 
the deſcat of the robbers, he, in advancing to em. 
hepes his deliverer, dropt down 3 on the 

raſs. | | | 
by The count, with that warmth of ſympathy and be- 
nevolence which was natural to his heart, lifted up 
the wounded cavalicr in his arms, and carried him 
to the chaiſe, in which he was depolited, while the 
valet de chambre reloaded his piſtols, and prepared 
for a ſecond attack, as they dick not doubt that the 
banditti would return with a reinforcement. How- 


ever, before they re-appeared, Renaldo's driver di- 


engaged him from the wood, and in leſs than a quai 
ter of an hour they arnved at a village, where they 
halted for aſſiſtance to the Rranger, who though {lll 
alive, had not recovered the uſe of his ſenſes. 

After be was undreſſed, and laid in a warm bed, 
a ſurgeon examined his body, and found a wound in 
in his neck by a (word, and another in his right {ide 
occaſioned by a piltol-ſhot; ſo that his prognoſtic 
was very dubious: mean while he applied prope 
dreſſings to both; and in half ao hour after this ad- 
miniſtration, the gentleman gave ſome tokens of per- 
ception. He looked around him with a wildneſs of 
fury in his aſpeR, as if he had thought himſelf ws 3 
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hands of the robbers by whom he had been attacked: 
but when he ſaw the affiduity with which the by- 
ftanders exerted themſelves in his behalf, one railing 
his head from the pillow, while another exhorced, 
him to ſwallow a little wine which was warmed for 
the purpoſe; when he beheld the ſympathifing looks 
of all preſent, and heard himſelf accolted in the moſt. 
cordial terms by the perſon wham he recollected as 
his deliverer, all the ſeverity vaniſhed from his 
countenance ; he took Renaldo's hand and preſſed it 
to his lips; and while the tears guſhed from his eyes, 
+ Praiſed de God,“ ſaid he, that virtue and gene- 
© rofity are till to be found among the ſons of men.” 

Every body in the apartment was affected by this 
exclamation; and Melville, above all the reſt, felt 
ſuch emotions as he could ſcarcely refrain. He in- 
treated the gentleman to believe himſelf in the midſt 
of ſuch friends as would effectually ſecure him from 
all violence and mortification ; he conjured him to 
compole the perturbation of his ſpirits, and quiet the 
apprehenſions of his mind with that reflection; and 
proteſted that he himſelf would not quit the houſe 
while his attendance ſhould be deemed neceſſary for 
the [tranger's cure, or his converſation conducive to 
his amuſement. 

Theſe afſurances conſidered, with the heroic part 
which the young Hungarian had already acted in bis 
behalf, inſpired the cavalier with ſuch a ſublime idea 
of Melville, that he gazed upon him with ſilent aſto- 
niſhment, as an angel ſent Hock heaven for his ſuc- 
Sour; and in the tranſport of his gratitude, could 
not help exclaiming, Sure 4 hath fall 
© ſomething in reſerve for this unfortunate wretch, 
© in whoſe fayour ſuch a miracle of courage and ge- 
* nerolity hath interpoſed !' 

Being accommodated with proper care and atten- 
dance, 15 conſtitution in a little time overcame the 
fever; and at the third dreſſing, the ſurgeon declared 
him out of all danger from his wounds. Their was 
D 8 Renaldo 


Kalamities, was ſo deeply affected, chat he fc · echoed 
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Renaldo indulged with opportunities of converſing 
with the patient, and of inquiring into the particularg 
-of his fortune and deſigns in hfe, with a view to 
manifeſt the inclination he felt to ſerve him in hs 
future occahons. 

The more this ranger contemplated the charactet 
-of the count, the more his amazement increaſed, on 
account of his extraordinary benevolence in favour & 
a perſon whoſe merit he could not poſſibly know; 
he even expreſſed his ſurprize on this ſubject to Re- 
-naldo, who at length told him, that although his 
Aeſt offices ſhould always be ready for the occaſions 
of any gentleman in diſtreſs, his particular attach- 
ment and regard to him was improved by an additi- 
onal conſideration: * I am no ſtranger,” * ſaid he, 
to the virtues aud honour of the gallant Don Dicgo 
de Zelos.” 

Heaven and earth!” cried the ftranger, ſtarting 
from his ſeat with extreme:emotion, * do I then live 
to hear myſelf addreſſed by that long loſt appella- 
tion! my heart glows at the expreſſion ! my ſpirits 
are kindled with a flame that thrills through every 
nerve ! Say, young gentleman, if you are really an 
inhabitant of earth, by what means are you ac- 

uaisted with the unhappy name of Zelos?” 

n anſwer to this eager interrogation, Renaldo 
gave him, to, underſtand, that 'in the courſe of his 
travels, he had reſided a ſhort time at Seville, where 
he had frequently ſeen Don Diego, and often heard 
his character mentioned with uncommon eſteem and 
veneration. Alas!” replied the Caſtilian, * that 
© jultice is no longer done to the wretched Zelos ; 
c His honours are blaſted, and his reputation canker- 
bitten by the venemous tooth of ſlander,” 

He then proceeded to unfold his misfortunes, as 
before explained; at the recapitulation of which, the 
the heart of Melville being intendered, by: his own 
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the groans-of Don Diego, and. wept over his ſuffer- 
ings with the moſt filial ſympathy; When he re- 
peated the ſtory of that cruel fraud, which Was prac- 


 tiſed upon him by the faithleſs Fadini, Melville, 


whoſe mind and imagination teemed with the vil- 
lanies of Fathom, was immediately ſtruck with the 
conjeRure of his being the knave; becauſe, indeed, 
he could not believe that any other perſon was fo 
abandoned, by principle and humanity, as to take 
fuch a barbarousadvantage of a gentleman in diſtreſs, 


CHA P. LXII. 


His return to England, and midnig lt pilgrimage to 
a a Monimia's tomb. % 


H E conſidered ghe date of that unparalelled 
11 tranſation, which agreed with his conjecture, 
and from the inquarics he mede concerning the perſon 
of the traitor, gathered reaſons ſufficient to confirm 
his ſuppoſition. Thus certified, That is the villain,? 
cried: the count, whoſe infernal arts have over. 
+ whelmed me with ſuch miſery as heaven itſelf hath 
© no remedy to diſpel! To revenge my wrongs on 
that perſidious miſcreant, is one of the chief reaſons 
© for which I deign to drag about an hateful being. 
© O Don Diego! what is life, when all its enjoy- 
© ments are ſo caſily poiſoned by the machinations 
of ſuch a worm !! So ſaying, he ſmote his breaſt 
in all the agony of woe, and beſought the Spaniard 
to relate the ſtepe he took in confequence of this 
di ſaſter. 

The Caſtilian's cheeks reddened at this inſorma- 
tion, which reinforced his own reſentment, and 
caſting up his eyes to heaven, Sacred powers? cried 
he, let him not periſh, before you bring him within 
* my reach. You aſk, me, noble cavalier, what mea- 
* ſures I took in this abyſs of miſery. For the firlb 
© day. L was tortuted with apprehenſions for the 


T7; 
* friend)y Fadini, fcaring that he bad been robbed 
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and murthered for the jewels which he had, perhaps, 
too unwarily expoſed to ſale: but this terror ſoon 
vaniſhed before the true preſages of my fate; when, 
on the morrow, I found the whole family in 1carg 
and confuſion, and heard my landlord pour forth the 
moſt bitter imprecations againſt the fugitive who 
had defloured his daughter, and even robbed the 
houfe. . You will aſk, which of the paſſions of my 
heart were intereſted on this occaſion; they were 
ſhame and indignation ; all my grief flowed in ano- 
ther channel: I oluſhed to find, my judgment de- 
ceived :; I ſcorned to complain; but in my heart de- 
nounced vengeance againlt my baſe betrayer. 1 
filentty retired to my apartment, in order to com- 

mune with my own thoughts, x 
I had bore greater calamities without being driven 
to deſpair : 1 ſummoned all my fortitude to my aſſiſ- 
ſtance, and reſolved to live in ſpite of affliction, 
Thus determined, I þetook myſelf to the houſe of a 
general officer, whoſe character was fair in the world; 
and having obtained admiſhon in conſequence of my 
oriental appearance, To a man of honour,” ſaid 1, 
the unfortunate necd no introduction: my habit 
proclaims me a Perfian; this paſſport hom the 
States of Holland will confirm that 9 1 
have been robbed of je wels to a conſiderable value, 
by a wretch whom 1 have favoured with my con- 
fdence; and now reduced to extreme indigence, 1 
come to offer myſelf as a ſoldier in the armies of 
France. I have health and ſtrength ſufficient to dil- 
charge that duty: nor am I unacquainted with a 
military life, 'which was once my glory and occu- 
pation. I therefore ſue for your A ov tron that 1 
may be received, though in the loweſt order of 
them that ſerve the king; and that your future 
tavour may depend upon my behaviour in that 

capacity.? | : 
The general, ſurprized at my declaration. ſurveyed 
me with uncommon attention; he peruſed my — 
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ficate, aſked divers queſtions concerning the art of 
war, to which I returned ſuch anſwers as convinced 
him that I was not wholly ignorant in that particular, 
In ſhort, I was inliſted as a volunteer in his own 
regiment, and ſoon after promoted to the rank of a 
ſubaltern, and the office of equerry to his own ſon, 
who at that time had attaned to the degree of colo- 
nel, though his age did not exceed eighteen years. 

This young man was naturally of @ ferocious diſ- 

fition, which had been rendered quite untractable 
by the pride of birth and fortune, together with the 
licence of his education. As he did not know the 
reſpett due to a gentleman, fo he could not poſſibly 
pay it to thoſe who were unfortunctely under his 
command. Divers mortifiations I ſuſtained with 
that fortitude which became a Caſtilian who lay 
under obligations.to the father; till at length, laying 
aſide all decorum, he ſmote me. Sacred heaven! 
be ſmote don Diego de Zelos, in preſence of his 
whole houſhold. 

Had my ſword been endowed with fenfation, it 
would off itſelf have ſtarted from the ſcabbard, at 
this iadignity offered to its maſter. I unſheathed it 
without deliberation, ſaying, Know, inſolent boy, 
he is a gentleman whom thou haſt thus outraged ; 
and thou haſt cancelled the ties which have hitherto 
* reſtrained my indignation.” His ſervants would 
have interpoſed, but he commanded them to retire ; 
and fluſhed with that confidence which the impetuo- 
ſity of his temper inſpired, he drew, in his turn, and 
attacked me with redoubled rage ; but his dexterity 
being _ unequal to his courage, he was ſoon dil- 
at med and overthrown; when pointing my ſword to 
his breaſt, In conſideration of thy youth and igno- 
* rance,” ſaid J, I ſpare that life which thou haſt 
* forfeited by thy ungenerous preſumption.” 

With theſe words I put up my weapon, retired 
through the midſt of his domeſtics, who ſecing their 
maſter ſafe, did not think proper to oppoſe my paſ- 

D 4 ſage, 
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ſage, and mounting my horſe, in leſs than two hom men 
entered the Auſtrian domanions, reſolving to proceed ll *<<* 
as far-as Holland, that I might embark in the firg be 
ſhip for Spain, in order to waſh away, with my own Po! 


blood, or that of my enemies, the cruel ſtain which Ine 
hath ſo long defiled my reputation. * 
This wes the grievance has ſtill corroded my heart, den 


and rendered ineffectual the inhuman ſacrifice I had Pie 
made to my injured honour. This was the conſide. 
ration that inceſſantly prompted, and ſtill importune 
me to run every riſque ” ; life and fortunc, rather 
than leave my fame under ſuch. an ignominious aſper- 


hon, I purpole to obey this internal call. I am | ; 
apt to believe it is the voice of heaven; of that pro- ou | 
vidence which manifeſted its care by ſending ſuch a _ 
generous auxiliary to my, aid; when I was overpow- . 
22 by banditti, on the very firſt day of my expe- ei 
ion. 
Having in this manner gratified the curioſity of his E 
deliverer, he expreſſed a deſire of knowing the qua- * 
kty of him to whom he was ſo ſignally obliged; and 
Renaldo did not ſcruple to make the Caſtilian ac- the 
- quainted with his name and family: he likewiſe Hi 
communicated the ftory of his unfortunate love, pa 
with all the ſymptoms of unutterable woe, which tee 
drew tears from the noble-hearted Spaniard, while pa 
with a groan that announced the load which over: m 
whelmed his ſoui, I had a daughter, ſaid he, ſuch th 
as you deſcribe the. peerleſs Monimia; had heaven ſe 
© Gecreed her for the arms of ſuch a lover, I, who til 
am now the moſt wretched, ſhould have been the pe 
« moſt happy parent upon earth.“ ce 
Thus did theſe new friends alternately indulge hi 
their mutual ſorrow, and concert meaſures for their re 
future operations, Melville earneſtly ſolicited the e 
Caſtilien to ſavour him with his company to Eng- d 


land, where, in all probability, both would enjoy the 
gloomy ſatisfaftion of being revenged upon their 
common betrayer Fathom; and as 4 farther induce- 
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ment, he aſſured him, that as ſoon as he ſhould have 
accompliſhed the melancholy purpoſes of his voyage, 
he would accompany don Diego to Spain, and em- 
ploy his whole intereſt and fortune in his ſervice, 
The Spaniard, thunderſtruck at the extravagant gene- 
roſuy of this propoſal, could ſcarce believe the evi- 
dence of his own ſenſes, and atter ſome pauſe, re- 
plied, © My duty would teach me to obey any com- 
© mand you ſhould chink proper to impoſe ; but 
here my inclination and intereſt are fo agrecabl 
, RT that I ſhould be equally ungrateful — 
« unwiſe, in pretending to comply with reluttance.” 

This point being ſettled, they moved forwards 
to Mons, as ſoon es don Diego was in a condition 
to bear the ſhock of ſuch a removal; and there re- 
maining until his wounds were perfectly cured, 
they hired a poli- chaiſe for Oſtend, embarked in a 
veſſel at that port, reached the 5499p ſhore of 
England, after a ſhort and eaſy paſlage, and arrived 
in London without having met with any ſiniſter ac- 
cident on the road. | 

As they approached this capital, Renaldo's grief 
ſeemed to regurgitate with redoubled violence. 
His memory was waked to the moſt minute and 
painful exertion of its faculties; his imagination 
teemed with the moſt afflicting images, and his im- 
patience became ſo arderit, that never lover panted 
more eagerly for the conſummation of his wiſhes, 
than Melville for an opportunity of firetching him- 
ſelf upon the grave of the loit Monimia. The Caſ- 
tilian was aſtoniſhed, as well as affected at the 
poignancy of his grief, which, as a proof of his ſuſ- 
ceptibility and viitue, endeared him ſtill more to 
his affection; and though his own misfortunes had 
rendered him very unfit for the office of a comfort. 
er, he endeavoured, by ſoothing diſcourſe, to mo- 
derate the exceſs of his friend's affliction. ; 
Though it was dark when they alighted at the 
inn, Melville ordered a coach to be called, and 


0 being 


Be The ADVEN TURES of 

Being attended by the Spaniard, who would ng 
de perſuaded to quit him upon ſuch an occaſion, hy 
Tepaired to the houſe of the generous Jew, whole 
gheum diſtilled very plentifully at his approach, 
The count had already acquitted himfelf in point 
of N obligations to this benevolent Hebrew; 
and now, after having made fuch acknowledy. 
ments as might be expected from a youth of hy 
Sion, he begged to know by what channel he 
Had received that letter, which he had been ſo kind 
as to forward to Vienna, 

Joſhua, who was ignorant of the contents of that 
epiſtle, and ſaw the young gentleman extremely 
moved, would have-eluded bis enquiry, by pretend- 
ang he had forgot the circumſtance; but when he 
underſtood the nature of the caſe, which was nat 
explained without the manifeſtation of the utmot 
inquietude, he heartily condoled the deſponding 
lover, telling him he had in vain Wart ror all his 
intelligence about that unfortunate beauty, in conſe- 
quence of Melville's letter to him on that ſubject; 
and then directed him to the houſe of that phyſician, 
«who had brought the fatal billet which bo made 
Him miſerable. 

No ſooner did he receive this information than 


He took his leave abruptly, with promiſe of returning 


next day, and hied him to the lodgings of that gen- 
tleman, whom he was lucky enough to find at home. 
Being favoured with a private audience, When 1 
fell you,“ ſaid he, that my name is Renaldo count 
* de Melville, you will know me to be the moſt un- 
# fortunate of men. By that letter, which you com- 
© mitted to the charge of my worthy fliend Joſhua, 
4 the fatal veil was removed from my eyes, which 
s had been ſo long darkened by the artifices of inc:e- 
« dible deceit, and my own incurable miſery fully 


s preſented to my view. If you were acquainted | 
4 with the unhappy fair, who hath fallen à victim to 
s my miſtake, you will have ſome idea of the inſuf. 


s ſcrable 


a, „ 6,0. 6,90 


A @ @ 2 


FERDINAND Count FATHOM. 853 


* ferable pangs which I now feel in recollecting her 
© fate, If you have compaſſion for theſe pangs, yow 
vill not refuſe to conduct me to the ſpot where the 
dear remains of Monimia are depoſited; there let 
© me enjoy a full banquet of woe ; there let me feat 
© that worm of ſorrow that preys upon my heart; 
for ſuch entertainment have I reviſited this (to me) 
© j]]1-omened iſle : for this ſatis faction I intrude upon 
+ your condeſcenſion at theſe unſeaſonable hours ; for 
© to: ſuch a: degree of impatience is my affliction 
+ whetted; that no ſlumber ſhall aſſail mine eye-lids, 
© no peace reſide within my boſom, until I ſhail have 
© adored that earthly ſhrine where my Monimia lies . 
© Yet would I know the circumſtances of her fate. 
Did heaven: ordain no angel to miniſter to her diſ+ 
& treſs? were her laſt moments comſortleſs? ha! was 
© not ſhe abandoned to indigence, to inſults ! left 
in the power of that inhuman villain who betrayed 
+ us both! Sacred heaven! Why did Providence 
2 at the triumph of ſuch conſummate per- j 
4 7 ' 
The phyſician having liſtened with complacency 
to this effuſion, replied, * It is my profeſſion, it is 
© my nature to ſympathize with the afflicted- I am 
© a judge of your feelings, becauſe I know the value i 
© of your loſs. I attended the incomparable Moni- 
mia in her laſt illneſs, and am well enough acs | 
quainted with her ſtory ; to conclude, that ſhe fell | 
a ſacrifice to an unhappy miſunderſtanding, effected a 
N 
ö 


0 
1 
c 
and fomented by that traitor who abuſed -yous 
mutual confidence.“ | 
He then proceeded to inform him of all the parti- 
culais which we have already recorded, touching the 
deſtiny of the beauteaus orphan, and concluded with 
telling him he was ready to yield him any other ſa- 
tisfaction which it was in his power to grant. The 
circumſtances of the tale had put Renaldo's ſpirits 
into ſuch commotion, that he could utter nothing 
but inter jections and unconnected words, When 
6 D 6 Fathom's 
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Fathom's behaviour was deſcribed, he tremble 
with fierce agitation, ſtarted from his chair, pro- fall 
nouncing, © Monſter! fiend ! but we ſhall one day lo\ 
meet.“ | 0 
When he was made acquainted with the beneve. the 
lence of the French lady, he exclaimed, * O heaven. #1 
born charity and compaſſion! ſure that muſt be 
« ſome ſpirit of grace ſent hither to mitigate the tor. 
* turgs of life! where ſhall I find her, to offer up 
* my thanks and adoration ?? Having heard the con. 


During this pauſe, the ſoul of Melville was wound | 
up to the higheſt pitch of enthuſiaſtic ſorrow. The 
uncommon darkneſs of the night, the folemn ſilence, 
and lonely ſituation of the place, conſpired with the 
occaſion of his coming, and the diſmal images of his 
fancy, to produce a real rapture of gloomy expetta- 
tion, which the whole world would not have per- 
ſuaded him to diſappoint. The clock ſtruck 
twelve, the owl ſcreeched from the ruined battle- 
ment, the door was opened by the ſexton, who, by 
the light of a glimmering taper, conducted the de- 
ſpairing lover to a dreary iſle, and ſtamped upon the 
ground with his foot, ſaying, * Here the young lady 
lies interred.“ | : 

| Melville 


cluſion of the detail, he embraced the relater, as the W. 
kind bene factor of Monimia, ſhed a flood of tears in hl 
his boſom, and preſſed him to crown the obligation, v1 
by conducting him to the ſolitary place where now at 
ſhe reſted from all her cares. fe 
The gentleman perceiving the tranſports of his grief L 
were ſuch as could not be oppoſed, complied with d 
his requeſt, attended him in the vehicle, and directed 
the coachman to drive to a ſequeſtered field, at ſome y 
diſtance from the city, where ſtood the church, with- P 
in whoſe awful iſle this ſcene was to be acted. The l 
ſexton being ſummoned from his bed, produced the . 
keys, in conſequence of a gratification,” aſter the phy. 8 
ſician had communed with him apart, and explained > 
the intention of Renaldo's viſit. 
| 
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Melville no ſooner received this intimation, than 
falling on his knees, and preſſing his lips to the hal- 
lowed earth: Peace, cried, he, to the gentle 
6 tenant of this filent habitation.” Then turning to 
the byſtanders, with a bloodſhot eye, ſaid, Leave 
me to the full enjoyment of this occaſion: my grief 
is too delicate to admit the company even of my 
friends: the rites to be perſotmed require privacy: 
adieu then; here muſt I paſs the night alone.” 

The doctor, alarmed at this declaration, which he 
was afraid imported ſome reſolution fatal to his own 
life, began to repent of having been acceſſary to the 
viſit, attempted to diſſuade him from his purpoſe, 
and finding him obſtinately determined, called m the 
fexcon and coachman, and ſolictted the aid of don 
Diego, to force Renalao from the exccution of his 
delign. - | 

The Caſtil.an, knowing his friend was then ver 
unſit for common altercation, interpoſed in the ah. 
pute, ſaying, * You need not be afraid that he will 
© obey the dictates of deſpair ; his religion, his honour 
© will baffle ſuch temptations: he bath promiſed to 
© reſerve his life for the occaſiors of his friend; and 
© he ſhall not be diſappointed in his preſent aim.“ In 
order to corroborate this peremptory addreſs, which 
was d-liyercd in the French language, he unſheathed 
his ſword, and the others retreating at fight of his 
weapon, Count,“ ſaid he, © enjoy your grief in- full 
* tranſporty I will ſcreen you 9 interruption, 
+ though at the hazard of my life; and while you 
give a loofe to forrow, within that ghallly vault, 1 
* will watch till morning in the porch, and meduate 
upon the ruin of my own family and peace-? 

He accordingly prevailed upon the phy ſieian to te- 
tire, after he 1.0 Gatiafied the ſexton, and ordered the 
coachman to return by break of day. 

Renaldo thus left alone, proſtrated himſelf upon 
the grave, and poured forth ſuch lamentations ag 
would have drawn tears from the moſt ſayage hearer. 
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He called aloud upon Monimia's name, * Are theſe 
the nuptial joys to which our fate hath doomed us 
Is this the fruit of thoſe endearing hopes, that inter. 
* courſe divine, that raptured admiration, in which 
ſo many hours inſenſibly elapſed ! Where now are 
* thoſe attractions, to which I yielded up my captive 
heart? quenched are thoſe genial eyes that glad- 
dened each beholder, and ſhone the planets of my 
0 — *. ace! Cold! cold and withered are 
thoſe lips that fwelled with love, and far out-bluſh- 
© ed the damaſk rofe!' and ah! for ever filenced is 
that tongue, whoſe eloquence had power to lull the 
© pangs of miſery and care! No more ſhail my at- 
© tention be raviſhed with- the muſic of that voice, 
© which-uſed to thrill in ſoft vibrations to my ſoul ! 
O ſainted fpirit | O unſpotted ſhade of her whom 
I adored ! of her whoſe memory I ſhall ſtill revere 
with ever-bleeding ſorrow and. regret ;. of her 
whoſe image will be the laft idea that forſakes this 
hapleſs boſom !' Now art thou conſcious of my in- 
tegrity and love ; now doſt thou behold the anguiſh 
that I feel. If the pure eſſence of thy nature will 
permit, wilt thou, ah! wilt thou indulge this 
wretched youth with ſome kind ſignal of thy notice, 
with ſome token of thy approbation ! Wilt thou 
© aſſume a medium of embodied: air, in ſembiance of 
© that lovely form, which now lies mouldering in 
this dreary tomb, and ſpeak the words of peace to 
my diſtempered ſoul! Return, Monimia! appear, 
though but for one ſhort moment, to my longs 
ing eyes! vouchſafe one ſmile! Renaldo will 
be ſatisfied ; Renaldo's heart will be at reſt, his 
grief no more will overflow its banks, but glide 
with equal current to his lateſt hour! Alas! 
- theſe are the ravings of my delirious ſorrow ! 
Monimia hears not my complaints; her ſoul, ſu- 
blimed far, far above all ſublunary cares, enjoys 
that felicity, of which ſhe was debarred on carta. 
la vain I firetch theſe eyes, cuvironed with dark- 
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© neſs undiſtinguiſhing and void: no object meets my 
# view ; no ſound ſalutes mine ear, except the noiſy 
© wind that whiſtles through theſe vaulted caves of 
« death.” 

In this kind of exclamation did Renaldo paſs the 
night, not without a certain ſpecies of woeful enjoy- 
ment, which the ſoul is often able to conjure up 
from the depths of diſtreſs; inſomuch, that when the 
morning mtruded on his privacy, he could ſcarce be- 
lieve it was the light of day, fo faſt had fleeted the 
minutes of his devotion. 

His heart being thus diſburthened, and his impa- 
tience gratified, he became ſo calm and compoled, 
that don Diego was equally pleaſed and aſtoniſhed 
at the air of ſerenity with which he came forth, and 
embraced him with warm acknowledgments of his 
832 and attachment: he frankly owned, that 
his mind was now more at eaſe. than he had ever 
ſound it, ſince he firſt received the fatal intimation of 
his loſs; that a few ſuch feaſts would entirely mode- 
rate the keen appetite of his ſorrow, which he would 
afterwards feed with leſs precipitation. 

He alſo imparted to the Caſtilian, the plan of a 
monument, which he had deſigned for the incom- 
parable Monimia ; and don Diego was ſo much ſtruck 
with the deſcriptibn, that he ſolicited his advice in 
projecting another, of a different nature, to be erected 
to the memory of his own ill-fated wife and daughter, 
ſhould he ever be able to re-eſtabliſh himſelf in Spain, 


CHAP, LXIII. 
He renews dhe rites of ſorrow, and is entranced. 
W they amuſed themſelves with this ſort 


of converſation, the phyſician returned with 
the coach, and accompanied them back to their inn, 
where he left them to their repoſe, after having pro- 
miſed to call again at noon, and conduct Renaldo 


$0 the houſe of madame Clement, the n 
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of Monimia,. to whom he eagerly deſired to be in. gon 


troduced. 

The appointment was obſerved: with all imaginable 
punctuality on both fides. Melville had arrayed the 
himſelf in a ſuit of deep mourning, and he found the 
good lady in the like habit, aſſumed upon the ſame 
occaſion: the goodneſs. of her heart was manifelt in hay 

her countenance ; the ſenſibility of the youth dif. 
covered it ſelf in a flood of tears, which he ſhed at her 


; Te his 
appearance. His ſenſations. were too full for utte- 8 
rance; nor was ſhe, for ſome time, able to give him * 
welcome: while ſhe led him by the hand to a ſeat, tn 
the drops of ſympathy ruſhed into either eye; and at ſe 
length ſhe broke ſilence, ſaying, Count, we muſt - 
* acquieſce in the diſpenſations of providence; and = 
© quiet the tranſports of our grief, with a full aſſu- th 
+ rance that Monimia is happy.“ 0 

This name was the key that unlocked the faculty of Ne 
his ſpeech. I mult ſtrive, ſaid he, to eaſe the an- be 
* guiſh of my heart with that conſolation. But iay, 5 
humane, bencvolent lady, to whoſe compaſſion and — 
© generoltty that helpleſs orphan was indebted for the al 
* laſt peaceſul moment ſhe enjoyed upon earth; fay, 
in all your acquaintance with human nature, in all 1 
* your intercourſe with the daughters of men, in all fc 
the exerciſe of your charity and beneficence, did 5 
vou ever obſerve ſuch ſweetneſs, purity, and truth; 


ſuch beauty, ſenſe, and perfection, as that which was 

the mheritance of her whole fate I ſhall for ever de- 2 

plore? © She was indeed,“ replied the lady, * the 1 
1 beſt and faireſt of our ſex.” 

This was the beginning of a converſation touching 
that lovely victim, in the courſe of which, he explained 
thoſe wicked arts which Fathom practiſed to alicnate 
his affections from the adorable Monimia; and ſhe 
deſcribed the cunning hints and falſe infinuations by 
which that traitor had aſperſed the unſuſpecting lover, 
and ſoiled his character in the opinion of the virtuous 

@&fphan, The intelligence he obtained, on this 1 
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fon, added indignation to his grief: the whole myſ- 
tery of Monimia's behaviour, which he could not be- 
fore explain, now ſtood diſcloſed before him: he ſaw 
the gradual progreſs of that infernal plan, which had 
been laid for their mutual ruin; and his foul was in- 
famed with ſuch deſire of vengeance, that he would 
have taken his leave abruptly, in order to ſet on foot 
an immediate enquiry about the perfiaious author of 
his wrongs, that he might exterminate ſuch a monſter 
of iniquity from the face of the earth; but he was re- 
{trained by madame Clement, who gave him to under- 
ſtand, that Fathom was already overtaken by the ven- 
geance of heaven : for ſhe had traced him in all the 
courſe of his fortune, from his firſt appearance in the 
medical ſphere to his total eclipſe. She reprefented 
the villain as a wretch altogether unworthy of his at- 
tention ; ſhe ſaid, he was ſo covered with infamy, that 
no perfon could enter the liſts againſt him, without 
bearing away ſome ſtain of dilhonour; that he was 
at preſent, peculiarly protected by the law, and ſhel- 
tered from the refentment of Renaldo, in the cavern 
of his diſgrace, | 
Melville, glowing with rage, replied, that he was 
a venomous {erpent, which it was incumbent on every 
foot to cruſh; that it was the duty of every man to 
contribute his whole power in freeing ſociety from 
ſuch a pernicious hypocrite ; and that if ſuch inſtances 
of perfidy and ingratitude were ſuffered to paſs with 
impunity, virtue and plain-dealing would ſoon be ex- 
pelled from the habitations of men. Over and 
* above theſe motives,? ſaid he, I own myſelf ſo 
© vitiated with the allay of human paſſion and infir- 
mity, that I defire, I eagerly pant for an occaſion of 
meeting him hand to hand, where I may upbraid 
him with his treachery, and ſhower down vengeance, 
and deſtruction on his perfidious head.” 
Then he recounted the anecdotes of our adventurer, 
which he had learned in Germany and Flanders, and 
:oucluded with declaring his unalterable reſolution of 
| relcaling 
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releaſing him from jail, that he might have an oppor. 
tunity of facrificing him, with his own hand, to thy 
manes of Monimia. The diſcreet lady, perceiving 
the perturbation of his mind, would not further eon. 
bat the impetuoſity of his paſſion; contenting herlelf 
with exacting a promiſe, that he would not execute 
his purpoſe, until he ſhould have deliberated three 
days upon the conſequences by which a ſtep of that 
kind might be — * : before the expiration of that 
term, ſhe thought meaſures might be taken to prevent 
the young gentleman from expoſing his life or repute. 
tion to unneceſſary hazard. 

Having complied with her requeſt in this particu. 
lar, he took his leave, after he had, by repeated entrea- 
ties, prevailed upon her to accept a jewel, in token of 
his veneration for the kind benefactreſs of his deceaſed 
Monimia : nor could his generous heart be ſatisficd, 
until he had forced a confiderable preſent on the hu. 
mane phyſician, who had attended her in her lait mo- 
ments, and now diſcovered a particular ſympathy and 
concern for her deſponding lover. This gentleman 
attended him to the houſe of the benevolent Joſhua, 
where they dined, and where don Diego was recom- 
mended, in the moſt fervid terms of friendſhip, to the 
good offices of their hoſt, Not that this duty was 
performed,in preſence of the ſtranger ; Renaldo's de. 
licacy would not expoſe his friend to ſuch a ſituation: 
while the phyſician, before dinner, entertained that 
ſtranger in one apartment, Melville withdrew into an- 
other, with the Jew, to whom he diſcloſed the affair 
of the Caſtalian, with certain circumſtances, which 
ſhall in due time be revealed. 

Joſhua's curioſity being whetted by this informa- 
tion, he could not help eying the Spaniard at table, 
with ſuch a particular ſtare, that don Diego perceived 
his attention, and took umbrage at the freedom of his 
regard. Being unable to conceal his diſpleafare, he 
addreſſed himſelf to the Hebrew, with great ſolemni- 
tf, in the Spaniſh tongue, ſaying, * Sigmior, is there 
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my ſingularity in my appearance? or, do you re- 
cotlect the features of don Diego de Zelos ? 

t Signior don Diego, replied the «ther in pure 
Ceſtilian, I crave your pardon for the rudeneſs of 
my curioſity, which prompted me to Turvey a no- 
© bleman, whoſe character 1 revere, and to whoſe 
e misfortunes I am no ſtranger; indeed, were curio- 
t fity alone concerned, I ſhould be without excuſe, 
but as I am kcartily inclined to ſerve you, as far as 
© my weak abilities extend, I hope your generoſity 
vill not impute any little involuntary treſpaſs of 
punctilio to my want of cordiality or eſteem.” 

The Spaniard was not only appeaſed by this ape- 
togy, but alſo affected with the compliment, and the 
language in which it was conveyed. He thanked the 
Jew for his kind declaration, intreated him to bear 
with the peeviſhneſs of a diſpoſition, ſore with the 
galling hand of affliction; and turning up his eyes to 
heaven, Were it poſſible,” cried he, for fate to re- 
concile contradictions, and recal the irremediable 
current of events, I would now believe, that there 
was happineſs (ill in reſerve for ths forlorn Zelos ; 
now that I tread the land of freedom and humanity ; 
now that I find myſelf befriended by the moſt ge- 
nerous of men, Alas! I aſk not happineſs! if by 
the kind «endeavours of the gallant count de Mel- 
ville, to whom I am already indebted for my life; 
and by the efforts of his friends, the honour of my 
name ſhall be purified and cleared from che poi ſon- 
ous ſtains of malice, by which it is at preſent ſpot- 
ted; I ſhall then enjoy all that otiafaGlion, which 
deſtiny can beſtow upon a wretch whoſe woes are 
mcurable.” 5 
Renaldo comforted him with the aſſurance of his 
being on the eve of triumphing over his adverſaries ; 
and Joſhua confirmed the conſolation, by giving. him 
to underſtand, that he had correſpondents in Spain, 
of ſome influence in the ſtate; that he had already 
written to them on the ſubje& of don Diego, in con- 
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ſequence of a letter which he had received from Met. 
ville, while he tarried at Mons, and that he every pop 
expetted a favourable anſwer on that ſubject. | 

After dinner, the phyſician took his leave, though 
not before he had promiſed to meet Renaldo at night, 
and accompany him in the repetition of his midnight 
viſit to Monimia's tomb: for this pilgrimage the un. 

ortunate youth reſolved nightly to perform, during 
the whole time of his reſidence in England : it way 
indeed, a ſort of pleaſure, the proſpect of which en. 
abled him to bear the toil of living through the day; 
though his patience was almoſt quite exhauſted before 
the hour of aſſignation arrived. | 

When the doctor appeared with the coach, he leay- 
ed into it with great eagerneſs, after he had, with 
much difficulty, — — with don Diego to ſtay at 
home, on account of his health, which was not yet 
perfectly eftabliſhed. The Caſtilian, however, would 
not comply with his requeſt, until he had obtained 
the count's promiſe, that he ſhould be permitted to 
accompany him next night, and take that duty altar 
nately with-the phyſician, 

About midmght they reached the place, where 
they found the — in waiting, according to the 
orders he had received: the door was opened, the 
mourner conducted to the tomb, and left, as before, 
to the gloom of his own meditations. Again helaid 
himſelf on the cold ground; again he rewnewed his 
lamentable ſtrain ; his imagination began to be heated 
into an extaſy of enthuſiaſm, during which, he again 
fervently invoked the ſpirit of his deceaſed Mon- 
mia. 

In the midſt of theſe invocations, his ear was ſud- 
denly invaded with the ſound of ſome few ſolemn 
notes, iſſuing from the organ, which ſeemed to feel 


* 


the impulſe of an inviſible hand. 15 
At this awful ſalutation, Melville was rouſed to 
the keenoſt ſeaſe of ſur prize and attention: reaſon 
ruuk before che thronging ideas of his fancy, which 
| repre 


* 


ſtrange and ſupernatural; and while he waited for 


chanically raiſed himſelf upon one knee, with his bo- 
dy advancing forwards ; and in this attitude he gazed 


flowed down upon her back and ſhoulders. The 


nevolence, divine compaſſion, warmed and intender- 


C extinguiſh, He heard the voice of his Monimia call 
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preſented this muſic as the prelude to ſomething 


the ſequel, the place was ſuddenly illuminated, and 
each ſurrounding object brought under the cognizance 
of his eye. 

What paſſed within his mind on this occaſion, is 
not eaſy to be deſcribed : all his faculties were ſwal- 
lowed up by thoſe of ſeeing and hearing: he had me- 


with a look, through which his ſoul ſeemed eager to 
eſcape. To hie ie, thus ſtrained upon vacant ſpace, 
in a few minutes appeared the $;zure of a woman ar- 
rayed in white, with a veil that covered her face, and 


phantom approached him witk an eaſy ſtep, and, 
lifting up her veil, diſcovered (believe it, O reader!) 
the individual countenance of Monimia. : 

At ſight of theſe well-known features, leemingly 
improved with new celeſtial graces, the youth became 
a ſtatue, expreſling amazement, love, and awful ado- 
ration, He ſaw the apparition ſmile with meek be- 


ed by that fond, pure flame, which death could not 


Renaldo! Thrice he aſſayed to anſwer ; as oft his 
tongue denied its ofhce : his hair ſtood upright, and 
a cold vapour ſeemed to thrill through every- nerve. 
This was not fear, but the infirmity of human nature, 
oppreſſed by the preſence'of a ſuperior Being. 

At length his agony was overcome ; he recolle&ed 
all his reſolution, and in a {ſtrain of awe-ſtruck rap- 
ture, thus addreſſed the heavenly viſitant: Haſt 
thou then heard, pure ſpirit! the wailings of my 
grief? haſt thou deſcended from the realms cf 
* bliſs, in pity to my woe? and art thou come to 
* ſpeak the words of peace to my deſponding ſoul ? 
© To bid the wretched ſmile; to lift the load of miſery 
and care from the afflicted breafl ; to fill thy _— 
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heart with joy and pleaſing hope, was ſtill the daf. 
ing taſk of my Monimia, ere yet refined to that per. 
© fection, which, mortality can never attain : no won, 
der then, bleſt ſhade, that now, when re united u 
© thy native heaven, thou art itill kind, propitiou 
and beneficent to us, who groan in this inhoſpitabl 
* vale of ſorrow thou haſt lelt ; tell me, ah! tell mg 
doſt thou ſtill remember thoſe fond hours we pi 
© ſed together? Doth that enlightened boſom feel: 
< pang of ſoft regret, when thou recalleſt our fan 
« ſeparation ? Sure that meekened glance beſpeaksthy 
* ſympathy ! Ah! how that overpowers me! Sacred 
* heaven ! the pearly drops of pity trickle down thy 
* cheeks ! Such are the tears that angels ſhed o'er man- 
« diftreſs! Turn not away: thou beckoneſt me v 
follow: yes, I will follow thee, ætherial ſpirit, a 
far as theſe weak limbs, encumbered with mortality, 
vill bear my weight; and, would to heaven I could, 
with eaſe, put off theſe vile, coporeal ſhackles, and 
© attend thy flight.” 

So ſaying, he ſtarted, from the ground, and in; 
tranſport of eager expectation, at awful diſtance, tn. 
ced the footſteps of the apparition, which entering 
a, detached apaitment, ſunk down upon a chai, 
and with a figh exclaimed, Indeed this is to 


* much !' What was the diſorder of Renaldo's mind, 


when he perceived ihis phænomenon! Before reflec: 
tion could perform its office, moved by a ſudden im. 
pulſe, he ſprung forwards, crying, It it be deathto 
* touch thee, let me die!“ and caught in his army 
not the ſhadow, but the warm ſubſtance of the all 
accompliſhed Monimia. * Myſterious powers of pro- 
vidence ; this is no phantom! this is no ſhade! 
this is the life ! the panting boſom of her whom | 
have fo long, ſo bitterly deplored! I fold her a 
my arms! I preſs her „ breaſt to mine]! | 
ſee her bluſſi with virtuous pleaſure and ingenuow 
love! the ſmiles upon me with inchanting tender 
s neſs! O let me gaze on that tranſcendent honey 
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8 which the more I view it, raviſhes the more! Theſe 
charms are too intenſe; I icken whwe I gaze! Merci- 
ful heaven ! is not this a mere illuſion of the brain? 
Was ſhe not flea for ever? Had not the cold hand 
© of death divorced her from my hope? This mult 
be ſome flattering viſion of my diſtempered fancy! 
« perhaps ſome ſoothing dream : if ſuch it be, grant, 
O ye heavenly powers! that I may never wake.“ 
6 5 gentle youth !' replied the beauteous orphan, 
ſtill claſped in his embrace, what joy now fills the 
© boſom of Monimia, at this triumph of thy virtue 
and thy love? When I ſee theſe tranſports of thy 
« affetion, when I find thee reſtored to that place 
in my eſteem and admiration, which thou hadſt 


+ loſt by the arts of calumny and malice ! this is a 


meeting which my moſt ſanguine hopes durſt not 
« prelage !' . 

So entirely were the faculties of Renaldo engroſſed 
in the contemplation of his reſtored Monimaa, that 
he ſaw not the reſt of the company, who wept with 
tranſport over this affecting ſcene; he was therefore 
amazed at the inter poſnion of madam Clement, who, 
while the ſhower of ſympathetic pleaſure bedewed 
her cheeks, congratulated the lovers upon this happy 
event, crying, * Theſe are thejoys which virtue calls 
© her own.“ They alſo received the compliments of 
a reverend clergyman, who told Monimia, ſhe had 
reaped, at laſt, the fruits of that pious rehgnation to 
the will of heaven, which ſhe had ſo devoutly prac- 
tiſed during the term of her affliction: and, laſtly, 
they were accoſted by the phyſician, who was not 
quite ſo hackneyed in the, ways of death, or ſo cal- 
lous to the finer ſenſations of the ſoul, but that he 
blubbered plentifully, while he petitioned heaven in 
behalf of ſuch an accompliſhed and deſerving pair. 

Monimia taking madam Clement by the hand, 
© Whatever joy,“ ſaid ſhe, * Renaldo derives from 
this occaſion, is owing to the bounty, the compaſ- 
* hon, and maternal care of fhis incomparable lady, 

; together 
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together with the kind admonitions and: humanity 
+ of theſe two worthy gentlemen.” 
Melville, whoſe paſſions were till in agitation, 
and whoſe mind could not yet digeſt the incideny 
that occurred, embraced them all by turns, but, like 
the faithful needle, which though ſhaken for an ii. 
ſtant from its poize, immediately regains its true d. 
rection, and points invariably to the pole, he ſoon re, 
turned to his Monimia; again he held her in hi, 
arms; again he drank inchantment from her cye, 
and thus poured forth the effuſions of his ſoul. + Ca 
© I then truſt the evidence of ſenſe? And art thu 
really to my wiſh reſtored ? Never, O never did 
* thy beauty ſhine with ſuch bewitching grace, a 
that which now confounds and captivates my view! 
* ſure there is ſomething more than mortal in thy 


looks! where haſt thou lived? where borrowed 


this perfeQtion ? whence art thou now deſcended ? 
Oh! I am all amazement, joy and fear! thou wil 
not leave me! no! we mult not part again: by thi 
< warm kiſs! a thouſand times more ſweet than all 
© the fragrance of the eaſt! we never more will part 
O this is rapture, extaſy, and what no language can 
+ explain!” 

In the midſt of theſe ejaculations, he raviſhed: 
banquet from her glowing lips, that Kindled in his 
heart a flame, which ruſhed through every vein, and 
glided to his marrow : this was a privilege he had 
never claimed before, and now permitted as a recom. 
pence for all the penance he had ſuffered ; neverthe. 
Jeſs, the cheeks of Monimia, who was altogether 


- unaccuſtomed to ſuch familiaritics, underwent a to- 
tal ſuffuſion; and Madam Clement diſcreetly fe. 
lieved her from the anxiety of her ſituation, by inter- 


fering in the diſcourſe, and rallying the count, vpon 
his endeavours to monopolize ſuch a branch oi hap- 
pineſs. F 8 * 

O my dear lady b replied Renaldo, who by this 
time had, in ſome meaſure, recovered his 22 
BY . 6 forgive, 


— 
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forgive the wild tranſports of a fond lover, wha 
$ hath ſo unexpectedly retrieved the jewel of his 
« ſoul ! yet, far from wiſhing to hoard up bis treaſure, 


Fi + he means to communicate and diffuſe his happinefs 
lk $ to all his friends. O my Monimia! how will the 
5 15 « pleaſure of this hour be propagated! as yet thou | 
* Fl © knowelt not all the bliſs that is reſerved for thy en- y 
* joyment: mean while, I long to learn, by what con- ; 
* « trivance this happy interview hath been effected: f 
75 aim am I ignorant how I was tranſported into this 1 
* a teat Hem the lonely vault, in which I mourn» F 
d over my ſuppoſed misfortune l 
* CH AP. LXIV. 
ew The myſtery unfolded. Another recognition, which, it is 
1 thy to be hoped, the reader could not foreſee, ö 
wy HE French lady then explained the whole myſ- | 
* tery of Monimia's death, as a ſtratagem ſhe had 
VE concerted with the clergyman aud doctor, in order to 
/ thi defeat the pernicious deſigns of Fathom, who ſeemed. 
1 mind to ſupport his falſe pretenſions, by dint of 
Par. ¶ perjury and fraud, which they would have found it very 
9 cent to elude. She obſerved, that the phyſician had 
actually deſpaired of Monimia's life, and it was not 

ied 2 BY till after ſhe herſelf was made acquainted with the 
1 hu prognoſtick, that ſhe wrote the letter t Renaldo, | 
and which ſhe committed to the care of madam Clement, = 
had WY with an earneſt intreaty, that it ſhould not be ſent till = 
wrt aſter her deceaſe : but that lady believing the count 


had been certainly abuſed by his treacherous confidant, 
ether N diſpatched the billet without the knowledge of Mo- 
2 to- nimia, whoſe health was reſtored by the indefatigable 
' 16 are of the phyſician, aud the ſage exhortations of the 
nter. ctergyman, by which ſhe was reconciled to life. In 
pon i a word, the villany of Fathom had inſpired her with 
hap- ¶ Come faint hope that Renaldo might till be innocent 
Th and that notion contributed not a little to her cure. 
oat The letter having ſo cileually anſwered their — 
bs I. Aut | 
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eſt hopes, in bringing back Renaldo ſuch a pattern of 
conſtancy and love; the conſederates, in conſequence 


ol; his enthuſiaſtic! ſorrow, had planned this meeting, 
as the moſt intereſting way of reſtoring two virtuous 
lovers to the arms of each other; for which purpoſe 


the good tlergyman had pitched upon his own church, 
amd indulged them with the uſe of the veſtry, in which 
they now were preſented with a ſmall but clegant 
cotlkmmon!! 32071755 28 6 þ kin, | 
Melville heard this ſuccinct detail with'equal joy 
and admiration ; he poured 'forth the'diftates of bis 
gratitude to the preſervers of his happineſs : «This 
church,“ faid he, ſhall hendeforth' poſſeſs a dou. 
© dleiſhare of my veneration; this holy man will, I 
hope, fniſh the charitable work he has begun, by 
« tying thoſe bands of our happineſs, which nought 


put desth ſhall have power'to unbind.“ Then tun; 


ing to that object Wbich Was the ſtar of his regard, 
« Do I not over. rate,“ ſid he, muy intereſt with the 
„fait Monimia ?“ She made no verbal reply; but an- 
ſwered by an emphatic glance, more eloquent than 
all the power of thetonck and ſpeech. This language, 
winch is umverſa] in the world of love; he perfectly 
well unde: ſtood, and an token of that faculty, ſcaled 
the aſſent which ſhe had ſmiled, with a kiſs imprinted 
on her poliſhed foreh ede. ; 

In order to diſſipatę thoſe intereſting ideas, which, 
by being too long indulged, might have endangered 
Mus reaſon; madam Clement mtreated- him to enter= 
tain the com pany with a detail of what had happened 
to him in his laſt Journey to the empire; and Monimia 
expreſſed a dente of knowingy in particulan the iſſue 


uſurped the ficceſion of is ſather. 

Thus ſolicited; he could not refuſe to gratify theit 
eunoſity and concern: he explaineck his obligations 
to the benevolent Jew ; related the Reps he had taken 
at Vienna for the Yeeovery'of hs inhernanee; infurm- 
ed them of his happy renceunter with tus father. 


law; 


of his conteſt with count Trebah; Who ſhe knew, had 


5 FERDINAND Count FATHOM. . 99 
| 0-1 11-.£\,4 1 #6 „%% CHIIIÞ» * 
law ;.of "his ſiſter's deliverance and marriage; of the 
danger into which, his life, had been precipitated by 
the news of Monimia's death; and, laſtly, of bis ad- 
ventute with the banditti, in favour pf a gentleman, 
= (he afterwards underſtood) had been robbed in 
the moſt baſe and barbarous manner by Fathom, - He 
likewiſe, to the aſtoniſhment of all preſent, and of 
his miſtreſs in particular, communicated ſome circume 
ſtanges, which {hall appear in due ſeaſon, 
Monimia's tender flame being quite fatigued- with 
the ſcene ſhe. had acted, and her mind overwhelmed 
with. he Proſperous tidings ſhe had hearg,,after hav- 
ing joined the congratulations of the compapy,. on the 
caod tortune of her Repaldo, begged leave. o retire, 
that ſhe might by, repoſe recruit her exhauſtcd ſpirits;. 
and the night. being pretty fax ſpent, ſhe Was copdutt- 
ed by her Jover to madam Clement's coach, that flood 
in waiting, in. which alio, the rett of the, company 
made. ſhift to embark,, and were carried to the houſe 
of that good lady, where after they were invited to 
dine, and Melville intreated to bring dan Diego, and 
the Jew along with them, they took leave of one an- 
other, and retired to their reſpeCtive lodgings in a 
tranſport of joy and ſatisſaction, 


As for Renaldo, his rapture was ſtill mixed wih 
apprehenſion, that all he had ſeen and heard wes no 
more than an unſubſtantial viſion, raiſed by ſome gay 
delirium. of a diſordered imagination. While his. 
breaſt underwent thoſe violent, though bliſsful e mo- 
tions of joy and admiration, his friend the Caſtilian 
ſpent the night in rnminating over his own calamities, 
= in a ſerious and ſevere review of his on conduct. 

compared his. own behaviour with that of the 
young Hungarian, and found himſelt, ſo light in the 
ſcale, that he ſmote his breaſt with violence, exclaim- 
ing in an aggny of remorſe; . | 

Count Melville has reaſon to grieve; don Diego 
* to deſpair: his misfortunes ow, from the villainy 
+ of mankind; mine are the fruit X my own mad» 
E 2 + nels; 


o 
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neſs: he laments the loſs of a miſtreſs, who fell a 
* facrifice to the perfidious arts of a crafty traitor: ' 
© ſhe was beautiful, virtuous, accompliſhed, and af. 
fectionate; he was fraught with ſenſibility and love: 
« doubtleſs, his heart muſt have deeply ſuffered ; his 
© behaviour denotes the keenneſs of his woe; his eyes 
© are ever-flowing fountains of tears; his boſom the 
© habitation of fighs; five hundred leagues bath he 
« meaſured in a pilgrimage to her tomb; nightly he 
© viſits the dreary vault where ſhe now hes at reſt; 
© her ſolitary grave is his couch; he converſes with 
* darkneſs and the dead, until each lonely iſle re. 
« echoes his diſtreſs. What would be his periance, 
© had he my cauſe? were he conſcious of having 
« murthered a beloved wife and darling daughter! 
* ah wretch! ah cruel homicide! what had thoſe 
dear victims done to merit ſuch a fate? Were they 
© not ever gentle and obedient, ever aiming to give 
© thee fatisfaCttion and delight? Say, that Serafina was en- 
+ amonred of a peaſant ; ſay, that ſhe had degenerated 
from the honour of her race: the inclinations are 
© involuntary ; perhaps that ſtranger was her equal in 
« pedigree and worth. Had they been fairly queſtion- 
© ed, they might have juſtified, at leaſt excuſed that 
conduct which appeared fo criminal; or had they 
* Owned the offence, and ſupplicated pardon : oli 
© barbarous monſter that I am! was all the huſband, 
© was all the father extinguiſhed in my heart ? how 
$ ſhall my own errors be forgiven, if 1 refuſed to 
© pardon the frailtics of my own blood: of thoſe who 
are moſt dear to my affection! Vet nature pleaded 
* ſtrongly in their behalf! my heart was buriting 
« while I diſmiſſed them to the ſhades of death: J 
« was maddened with revenge! I was guided by that 
« ſavage principle which falſely we call honour ; gc- 
« curſed phantome! that aſſumes the ſpecious title, 
and miſleads our wretched nation] is it then honour- 
able to ſculk like an aſſaſſin, and plunge the ſecret 
dagger in the heart of ſome unhappy man, — 
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path incurred my groundleſs jealouſy or ſuſpicion, 

without indulging him with that opportunity which 

the worſt criminal enjoys? or is it honourable to 

poiſon two defenceleſs women, a tender wife, an 

amiable daughter, whom even a frown would al- 
moſt have deſtroyed! O! this is cowardice, bruta- 
lity, hell-born fury and revenge ! heaven hath not 
mercy to forgive ſuch execrable guilt. Who gave 
thee power, abandoned ruffian! o'er the lives of 
thoſe whom God hath ſtationed as thy fellows of 
probation ; o'er thoſe whom he had ſent to comfort 
and aſſiſt thee; to ſweeten all thy cates, and ſmooth 
the rough uneven paths of life? O! I am doomed 
to never-ceaſing horror and remorſe! if miſery can 
atone for ſuch enormous guilt, I have felt it in the 
extreme: like an undying vulture it preys upon my 
heart; to ſorrow | am wedded; I hug that teeming 
conſort te my ſoul ; never, ah never {hall we part! 
for ſoon as my fame {hall ſhine unclouded by the 
charge of treaſon that now hangs over it, I will de- 
vote myſelf. to petinence and woe: a cold damp 
pavement ſhall be my bed; my 1aiment ſhall be 
{ackcloth; the fields ſhalt furniſh herbage for my 
food; the ſtream ſhall quench my thirſt ; the mi- 
nutcs ſhall be numbered by my groans ; the night 
be privy to my {trains of ſorrow, till heaven, in pity 
to my ſufferings, releaſe me from the penance I en- 
dure. Perhaps the ſaints whom I have murdered, 
will jntercede for my remiſſion.” | 

Such was the exerciſe of grief, in which the hap- 
leſs Caſtilian conſumed the night; he had not yet 
conhgned himſelf to feſt, when Renaldo entering his 


chamber, diſplayed ſuch a gleam of wildnefs and 
_ Tapture in his countenance, as overwhelmed him 
with amazement ; for till that moment, he had never 
ſeen his viſage unobſcured with woe. Pardon this 


© abrupt intruſion, my friend,” cried Melville, I 


could no longer with-hold from your participation, 
the great, the unexpected turn which hath this night 


E 3 6 diſpelled 
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* diſpelled all my ſorrows, and reſtored me to the 61 

'* fruition of ineffable joy. Monimia lives! the fa, WI + 7 

| © the tender, the virtuous Monimia lives, and ſmile, WM -* 1 
| upon my vows! This night 1 retrieved her from 6 \ 
1 "© the grave: I held her in'theſe arms; I preſſed her 1 
warm delicious lips to mine! O! 1 am giddy with 1 
. © intolerable pleaſure? * a6 agY IN 

Don Diego was confounded at this declaration, - 


i ; which he conſidered 'as 'the effect of 'a diſordered 
1 brain: he never doubted that Renaldo's grief had at te 


length overpowered his reaſon, and that his words * 
| were the effect of mere frenzy. While he muſed on A 
| this melancholy ſubject, the count compoſed his fea. th 
] tures, and, in a ſuctin and well connected detail, p 


explained the whole myſtery of his happineſs, to the al 
_ Inexpreſſible aſtoniſhment of the Spaniard, who ſhed {c 


* tears of ſatisfation, and ſtraining the Hungarian to if 
his breaſt, O my ſon!“ faid he, you fee what re- tl 
© compence heaven hath in ſtore for thoſe who purſue r 


© the paths of real virtue; thoſe paths from which! 
© mylelf have been fatally milled by a faithlefs vapour, 
C which hath ſeduced my ſteps, and left me darkling 
in the abyſs of wretchedneſs. Such as you deſcribe 
© this happy fair, was once my Serafina, rich in every 
Ke. grace of mind and body which nature could beſtow. 
© Had it pleaſed heaven to bleſs her with lover like 
Renaldo] bur no more, theirrevokable ſhaft is fled: 
I will not taint your enjoyment with my unavailing 
s ſighs !? ,. SD > VU >, 2 n . 
Melville gTured this diſconſolate father, that no 
| pleaſure, no avocation ſhould ever ſo entirely ingrols 
Rus mind, but that he ſhould ſtill find an hour for 
ſympathy and friendſhip {he communicated the in- 
vitation of madim Clement, and inſiſted upon his 
compliace, that he might have an opportunity of ſee- 
ing and approving the objec of his paſſion. ' I can 
© refuſe nothing to the requeſt of count de Melville, 
replied the Spaniard, * and it were ungrateful in me 


0 gecfine dle honour you propoſe,  L'own 71 
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© inflamed with a deſire of beholding a young lady? 


4 whole perteftions I have ſeen reflected in your ſor- 
4 row 4 my curioſity is moroever intereſted on account 


© of that humane gentlewoman,, whoſe- uncommon 
© generoſity ſheltered ſuch virtue in diſtreſs; but my 
© diſpoſition is infections, and will, I am afraid, 
© hang like a damp upon the general feſtivity of your 
6 friends.“ — 121 0 1 * in 

Melville would take no denial, and baving ob- 
teined his conſent, repaired to the houſe of Jolhuay 
whoſe:countenance ſeemed to unbend gradually, into 
a total expreſſion of joy and ſurprizc, as he learned 


tha circumſtances of this amazing event: he ſaithfully 


promiſed to attend the count at the appointed hour, 
and in the mean time earneſtly. exhorted him to take 
ſome repoſe,. in order to quiet the agitation of his 
ſpirits, which. muſt have been violently, hurried on 
this occaſion. The-advice was ſalutary, and Renaldo 
reſolved to follow it. „ 10 

lie returned to his lodgings, and laid himſelf 
down; but. not withſtanding. the fatigue he had under- 
gone, ſleep refuſed to viſit his eye-lids, all his facul- 


ues being kept in motion by the ideas that crouded 
ſo faſt upon his imagination: nevertheleſs, though 


his mind continued in agitation, his body was re- 
freſhedy and he aroſe in the forenoon, with more 
ſerenity and vigour than he had eagjoyed for many 
months: every moment his heart throbbed with new 
rapture, when he found himſelſ on the brink of pol- 


ſelſing all that his ſoul held dear and amiable; he 
put on his gayeſt looks and apparel ; infilted upon 


the Caſtilian's doing the ſame honour to the occaſion ; 


and the alteration of dreſs produced ſuch an advan- 


tageous change of Don Diego, that when Joſhua ar- 
rived at the appointed hour, he could ſearce recog- 
nize his features, aed complimented him very po- 
litely on the improvement of his looks. | 

True it is, the Spaniard was a perſonage of a very 
and noble deportment; and had 
; E 4 Cu %4%%ç%%d & v4. „Dot 
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not grief, by increaſing his native gravity, in ſome 7 
meaſure diſcompoſed the ſymmetry of his count. ole 
nance, he would have paſſed for a man of a vey Ml 27 
. amiable and engaging phyſiognomy. They {et oy the 
in the Jew's coach for the houſe of madam Clement, ade 
and were uſhered into an apartment, where they the 
found the clergyman and phyſician with that lady, Wl * 
to whom Don Diego and the Hebrew were by MM ”* 
ville introduced. ö -_ 

Before they had ſeated themſelves, Renaldo en *; 
quired about the health of Monimia, and was direc. Wh ** 
ted to the next room by madam Clement, who per. fl 
mitted him to go thither, and conduct her to de“ 
company. He was not flow in availing himſelf d 
this permiſſion ; he diſappeared in an inſtant, and 
during his ſhort abſence, Don Diego was ſtrangely 10 
diſturbed: the blood fluſhed, and for ſook his checks » 
by turns; a cold vapour ſeemed to ſhiver through his 


nerves; and at his breaſt he felt uncommon palpitz * 
tion. Madam Clement obſerved his diſcompoſu . | 
and kindly enquired into the cauſe; when he replied, f 
* I have ſuch an intereſt in what concerns the count 10 
* de Melville, and my imagination is ſo much pre. K 
poſſeſſed with the perfections of Monimia, that [BF et 
* am, as it were, agonized with expectation; 3e - 
never did my curioſity before raiſe ſuch tumults a a | 
* thoſe that now agitate my bofom !' li 

He had ſcarce pronounced theſe words, when the : 
door re opening, Renaldo led in this mirror of ele i 


gance and beauty, at fight of whom the Iſracltes Wl - 
- countenance was diſtorted into a ſtare of admiration, 
But if ſuch was the aſtoniſhment. of Joſhua, what 
were the emotions of the Caſtilian, when, in the b 
- beauteous orphan, he beheld the individual featuru . 
of his long loſt Serafina | j 

His feelings are not to be deſcribed : the fond ps. 
rent, whoſe affection ſhoots even to a ſenſe of pain, 
feels not half ſuch tranſport, when he unexpected 
retrieves a darling culd from the engulphing billowi 
or 
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or devouring flame. The hope of Zelos had been 
toially extinguiſhed : his heart had been inceſſantly 
torn with anguiſh. and remorſe, upbraiding bim as 
the murtherer of Serafina. His therefore were the 
additional tranſports of a father diſburthened of 
the guilt of ſuch enormous homicide, His nerves- 

were too much overpowered by this ſudden. recog- 

nition, to maniſeſt the ſenſation of his ſoul by exter- 

nal ſigns. He ſtarted not, nor did he lift an hand in 

token of ſurpriſe : he moved not from the ſpot on 

which he ſtood, but riveting his eyes :o thoſe of the 
l»vely phantom, remained without motion, unti! 

the, approaching with her lover, fell at his feet, and 

claſping his knees, exclaimed, * May I yet call you. 

father? 

This powerful ſhock arouſed his faculties; a cold. 
ſweat bedewed his forehead; his knees began to tot- 
ter; he dropped upon the floor, and throwing his 
arms around her, cried, Ol naturc! O-Seratiina ! 
""merciiul providence! thy ways are paſt finding. 
© out.” So faying, he fell upon her neck, and wept 
aloud : the tears ofſympathetic joy trickled down her 
ſhowy boſom, that heaved with rapture inexpreſſible. 
Renald>'s eyes poured forth the briny. ſtream: the 
cheeks of madam Clement were not dry in this-con- 
juncture: the kneeled by Serafina, kiſſed her with- 
all the eagerneſs of maternal aſſection, and with up- 
lifted hands adored the power that pre-ordained this 
bleſſed event: the clergymaa and: doctor intimately 
ſhared” the general e and as for Joſhua, the 
drops of true benevolence flowed from his eyes, like 
the oil on Aaron's beard, while he Ki pped about the 
room in an auk ward extacy, and in a voice reſem- 
bling the hoarſe notes of the long-eared tribe, cried, 
O father Abraham! ſuch a moving ſcene hath not 
been. acted fince Joſeph diſcloſed. himſelf. unto nis. 
prethren in Egypt!” | 

Don Diego having fonnd* utterance to his paſſion, 
procceded in this. tram, * O! my dear child to. 
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© find thee thus again, after our laſt unhappy parti 
© 1s wonderful! miraculous! Bleſſed be the all-good, 
© almighty power, that ſaved thee for this hour of 
© joy! Yet while my heart yearns towards thee; 
while I pant with inconceivable affection, and thus 
review theſe living features, which were ſo long 
my ſtudy and delight, I dare not aſk by what my. 
terious means this meeting is effected; leſt, in the 
fond enquiry, I find my preſent bliſs unreal, and 
awake to miſery again!“ | 
O ever honoured father !' ſhe replied, * if to ſce 
your Serafina at your feet melting, with filial love 
and veneration, can impart a Fo of ſatis faction 
to your breaſt, enjoy chat pleaſure, and behold her 
now reſtored to your protection and paternal will, 
© which ſhe never more will diſobey. Alas! had 
heaven thought proper to reſerve another parent for 
© this interview, our Joys had been complete; but 
© ſhe hath already peid her debt to nature, and from 
© the ſeats of bliſs looks down well pleaſed on this 
© intereſting ſcene.” 

Ah, my Antonia!“ cried the father, interrupting 
her, .* ſhe is then at reſt. Peace be to her unſpotted 
© ſoul; to have found her here had been too much: 
© how my Serafina hath ſurvived my blindfold rage, 
« I know not; but ſure the gilt of fair Antonia's 
death ftill hangs upon my ſoul” | 

© Diſmiſs that fatal thought,“ ſaid Serafina, * my 
© mother quietly bade adicu to life in England; ſhe 
© peaceably expired within theſe arms, and with her 
© lateſt breath prayed for her hapleſs huſband.'— 
Her mind was ever godlike,“ he reſumed; * ſhe was 
a faint in virtue, ill beſtowed on ſuch a wretch as 
me; yet thy words have raiſed a dreadful burthen 
from my conſcience : I am not then the dire aſſaſſin 
who ſacrificed his wife and daughter to an inferna! 


and more involved in a myſtery, which I long to 
© hear explained. | 


That 


motive, falſely titled honour ? though I am more 
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* + That mall be my taſk," cried Renaldo, * but firſt 
permit me to implore your ſanction to my paſſion 
« for the incomparable Serafina, You already know 
our mutual ſentiments ; and though Lon the pol- 
ſeſſion of ſuch ineſtimable worth and beauty, would 
be a recompence that infinitely tranſcends, the merit 
] can plead, yet as it hath been my good fortune 
to inſpire her with a mutual flame, I hope to reap 
© from your indulgence, what I could not expect 
from my own deſert; and here we preſent our- 
© ſelves, in hope of your paternal affent and bene- 
© diftion.? , | 

* Were ſhe more fair, and good, and gentle than 
' ſhe is,” anſwered the Caſtilian, (and to my partial 
obſervation, nought ever appeared on earth more 
beauteous and engaging) * I would approve your title 
© to her heart, and recommed you to her ſmiles, with 
all a father's influence and power: yes, my daughter! 
my joy on this occaſion is infinitely augmented by 
the knowledge of thoſe tender ties of love that bind 
thee to this amiable youth: a youth! to whoſe un- 
common courage and generoſity I owe my life and 
my ſubſiſtence, together with the inexpreſſible de- 
light that now revels in my boſom. Enjoy, my 
children, the happy fruits of your reciprocal at- 
tachment. May heaven, which hath graciouſly 
conducted you through a labyrinth of perplexity an 
woe, to this tranſporting view of blifsfal days, in- 
* dulge you with that uninterrupted ſtream of pure 
© felicity, which is the hope, and 'ought to be the 
* boon of virtue, ſuch as yours.“ | 

So ſaying, he joined their hands, and embraced 
them with the moſt cordial love and ſatisfaction, 
which diffuſed itſelf to every individual of the com- 
pany, who fervently invoked the Almighty Power, 
in behalf of this enraptured pair. The tumult of 
theſe emmotions having a little ſubſided, and the 
Caltilian being ſeated betwixt Renaldo and his beau- 
teous bride, he politely befpoke the indulgence of 
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- madam Clement, begging ſhe would permit him to 
demand the performance of the count's promiſe, thy 
He might be 9 24:0 made acquainted with thoſe 
circumſtances of his own fate, which he was fo im 

patient to len. | 

The lady having aſſured him, that ſhe and all the 
company would lake pleaſure in hearing the recaps 
_ tulation, the Spaniard, addreſſing himſelf to Melville 

In the name of heaven!” ſaid he, how could yon 

© ſupplant that rival, who fell a ſacrifice to my reſent 

ment, after he had bewitched the heart of Serafina] 
for, ſure, the alfeftion be had kindled in ber 

' breaſt, muſt have lopg ſurvived his death.'—* That 
© rival,” replied the count, 4 who incurred your dif. 

* pleaſure, was no other than Renaldo.“ With thele 

Words, he applied to one eye a patch of black {ilk 

provided for the purpoſe, and turning bis face to. 

wards don Diego, that geptleman ſtarted with 2lta- 
niſhment, crying, Good heaven! the very counte- 

* nance of Orlando, whom I flew! this is {lil 

©* moxe-amazing !* | 


— 


CHAP, LXV, 


A retroſpeflive link, neceſſary for the concatenation 
yy theſe memoirs, 


4 TNDULGE me with a patient hearing, procceded 
6 the Hungarian, and all theſe riddles , ſoon will 
'* be explained. Inflamed with the deſire of ſeeing 
foreign countries, I diſqbeyed the will of an in- 
dulgent father, from . whoſe houſe withdrawing 
„ privately, I ſet out for Italy, in diſguiſe, by the 
« way of Tyrol, viſned Venice, Rome, Florence, 
3 — embarking at Naples, in an Engliſh ſhip, ar- 
rived at St. Lucar, from whence I repaired to 
Seville; there, ina ſew days, was my curioſity en- 
* gaged by che fame of the fair Serafina, who was 
Ijultly deemed the moſt accompliſhed beauty in 
that part gf Spain. Nay, bluſh not, gentle cles 
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4 ture! for, by my hopes of heaven! thy charms 
4 were even injured bv the cold applauſe of that 
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report : nevertheleſs, I was warmly intereſted by 
the uncommon character, and eagerly longed to 
ſee this pattern of pei fection. As don Diego did 
not train her up in that reſtraint to which the Spa- 
niſh ladies are ſubjected, I ſoon found an oppor- 
tunity of ſeeing her at church ; and no perſon here 
preſent will, 1 preſume, doubt that I was inſtantly 
captivated by her beauty and deportment. Had 1 
thought that don Diego's favour was unengaged, 
perhaps I ſhould have followed the dictates of 
yanity and inexper ience, and preſented myſelf in 
my on character, among the croud of her pro- 
feſſed admirers. I knew her father had been an 
officer of diſtinguiſhed rank and reputation, and 
did not doubt that he would have regarded a young 
ſoldier of unexceptionable pedigree, and I will even 
add, of untainted fame; nor did I ſuppoſe my 
own father could have objected againſt ſuch an 
advantageous match; but, by dint of induſtrious 
inquiry, I learned, that the divine Serafina was al- 
ready betrothed to don Manuel de Mendoza, and 


this inſormation overwhelmed, me with deſpair, 


After having revolved a thouſand projects for 
retarding and preventing that deteſted union, I re- 
ſolved to avail myſelf of my talent for drawing, 
and profeſſed myſelf a maſter of that ſcience, in 
hope of being employed by the father of Serafina, 
who, I knew, let ſlip no opportunity of improv- 
ing his daughtei's education. Accordingly, I had 
the good fortune to attract his notice, was invited 
to his houſe, honoured with his approbation, and 
turniſhed with unreſtricted opportunities of con- 
verſing with the dear object of my love. The 
paſſion which her beauty had kindled, was, by the 
perfections of her mind, inflamed to ſuch a degree 
of tranſport, as could not be concealed from her 


penetration. She chanced to reliſh my converſation ; 
is © I gradually 


P 
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< I gradually acquired her friendſhip; pity was the 
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next paſſion that ſhe entertained in my favour. 1 


then ventured to diſcloſe myſelf, and the dear 
charmer did not diſapprove of my preſumption, 
She and her mother had been perplexed with ſums 
religious ſcruples, concerning which they appealed 
to my opinion; and I was happy enough to ſet 
their minds at eaſe; 

This ſoit of intercour fe naturally created a mu- 
tual confidence among us; and, in a word, I way 
bleſſed with the daughter's love and mother's ap- 
probation. Don Diego will pardon: thoſe clan. 
deſtine meaſures which we took, from a full per. 
ſuaſion, that it was impoſſible to render him pro- 
pitious to the views in which our hearts and hands 
were fo deeply intereſted: I did not then know 
how little he was addicted to ſuperſtition. 
Without entering into a detail of the ſchemes we 
projected to delay the happineſs of Mendoza, I ſhall 
only obſerve, that knowing the fatal day was at 
length unalterably fixed, we determined to clude 
the purpoſe of don Diego by flight, and every 
thing was actually prepared for our eſcape, When 
the hour of appointment arrived, I repaired to the 
place at which I had propoſed to enter the houlc, 
and tumbled, in the dark, over the body of a man 
ſtill warm and bleeding. Alarmed at this occur- 
rence, 1 darted myſelf through the window, and 
ruſhing to the apartment of the ladies, (immortal 
powers!) beheld the peerleſs Serafina, and her vir- 
tuous mother ſtretched on a couch, and in all ap- 
pearance deprived of life. 
The company will eaſily conceive what agonies 
I felt at ſuch a ſpefiacle, I ran towards the ſpot 


in a tranſport of horror; I claſped my lovely mif- 
treſs in my arms, and finding her ſtill breathing, 
endeavoured, but in vain, to wake her from the 
trance: Antonia was overwhelmed with the fame 
lethargic power, My fancy was immediately ft uck 


© with 
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«© with the apprehenſion of their being poiſoned, Re- 
© pardleſs of my own ſituation, I alarmed the family, 
called for afliftance, and requeſted the ſervants to 
 ſ\ummon don Diego to the diſmal ſcene, I was 
© informed, that their maſter had rode forth in mani- 
© jeſt confuſion ; and while I pondered on this ſur- 
« priſing excurſion, an apothecary in the neighbour- 
6 hood entered the chamber, and having examined 
the pulſes of the ladies, declared, that their lives 
« were in no danger, and adviſed that they ſhould 
© be undreſſed and conveyed to bed. While their 
women were buſied in this employment, 1 went 
© into the court-yard, attended by ſome of the ſer- 
© vants with lights, in order to view the body of the 
© men, which I had found at my arrival. His ap- 
* parrel was mean, his countenance ferocious, a long 
© ſpado was buckled to his thigh, and in bis belt 
© were ſluck a brace of loaded piſtols; ſo that we 
© concluded he was ſome thief, who had waited for 
an opportunity, and ſeeing the caſement open, in- 
* tended to rob the houſe, but was prevented and 
ſlain by don Diego himſelf, whoſe retreat, hows 
© ever, did not a little confound our conjecture. For 
* my own part, I remainied all night in the houſe, 
© tortured with fear, vexation, and ſuſpence. 

My hope was altogether diſappointed by this un- 
© happy accident, and I ſhuddered at the proſpe& 
of loſing Serafina for ever, either by this myſter1ous 
* malady, or by her marriage with Mendoza, which 
© I now deſpaired of being able to defeat. The 
* major-domo having waited ſeveral hours for his 
# lord's return, without ſeeing him appear, thought 
proper to diſpatch a meſſenger to don Manuel, with 
© an acconnt of-what had happened; and that nable- 
man arriving in the morning, took poſleſſion of the 
* houſe. About four o'clock in the afternoon, Sera- 
© fina began to ſtir, and at five, ſhe and her mother 
* were perfectly awake, 

s They 
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They no ſooner recovered the uſe of reflection, 
than they gave ſigns of equal forrow and amazement, 
and earneſtly called for Iſabella, who was privy to 
our delign, and Who, after a very minute enquii); 
was found in a lone and ſolitary 3 where (he 
had been confined. Such. was the confuſion of the 
houſe, that no perſon ever dreamed: of aſking how 1 
had entered, each domeſtic, in all probability, ſup- 


poling, that I had been introduced by his-fellow : ! 


that I tarried unqueſtioned, on pretence of conce. 
for the diſtreſs of a. family, in which I had becn 90 


generoully entertained ; and by Iſabella fent my te- 


ſpects and duty to her ladies: ſhe was therefore wot 


a little ſurprized, when, after every other ſervant bed 


withdrawn, ſhe heard the lovely Scrafina excla:, 
with all the violence of grief, © Ah! Iſabella, (n 
& lando is no more!“ But their aſtoniſhment was (i: i! 
greater, when ſhe aſſured them of my being alive, 
and in the houſe, They recounted to her the advan- 
ture of laſt night, which ſhe explained by infor ming 


I 


them of the letters which don Diego had intercepted : 


and they immediately concluded, that he had, in th: 


precipitation of his. wrath, killed by miſtake, the pcrſon 
ho was found dead in the court-yard, This con- 
jecture alarming them on my account, they, by the 
medium of Iſabella, conjured me to leave the houſe, 


leſt don Diego ſhould return and accompliſh his re- 
ſentment; and I was perſuaded to withdraw, aficr 
J had ſettled the channel of a correſpondence with 
the confidante. 


Being now obliged to alter our meaſures, becauſe 


our former intention was diſcovered by don Diego, 
I ſecured a retreat for Serafina and her mother, at th: 
houſe of- the Engliſh conſul in Seville, who was my 
particular friend; and next day underſtanding, from 

Habella, that her lord had: not yet re- apptared, and 


that don Manuel was very urgent in.bis'addrefſes, we 


concerted an aſſignation in the garden,. and that fame 


evening I was fortunate enough to convey my prize 
o 


8 
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to the aſylum I had prepared for their reception - 
— was the rage of Mendoza, when he 


heard of their elopement: he raved like one de- 
prived of reaſon, ſwore he would put all the ſervants 
of the family to the rack, and in conſequence of the 
intelligence he obtained by threats and promiſcs, ſet 
on foot a very ſtrict enquiry, in order to apprehend 
the fugitives and Orlando, who had, by ſome means 
or other, incurred his ſuſpicion. 

© We eluded his ſearch by the vigilance and cau- 
tion of our kind hoſt; and while we remained in 
concealment, were extremely aſtoniſhed to hear, that 
the unlortunate don Diego was proclaimed a traitor, 
and a price ſet upon his head. This information 
overwhelmed us all with the utmoſt affliction : An- 
tonia lamented, without ceaſing, the diſgrace of her 
beloved lord, from whom ſhe never would have 
withdrawn herſelf, but with the lively hope of a re- 
conciliation, after the firſt tranſports of his ire ſhould 
have ſubſided, and the real character of Orlando 
ſhould have appeared: it was not long before we had 
reaſon to believe that Mendoza was the accuſer of 
don Diego.— | 

© Nay, ſtart not, ſignior; Manuel was actually that 
traitor : this was the turn of his revenge ; when he 
found himſelf diſappointed in the hope of poſſeſſing 
the incomparable Serafina, he took a baſe advantage 
of your abſence and retreat. He poſted to Madrid, 
im;eached you to the ſecretary of ſtate, of having 


maintained a criminal correſpondence, with the ene- 


mies of Spain; included me in his accuſation, 2s a ſpy . 
tor the houſe. of Auſtria, and framed ſuch a plauſibie 
tale from the circumſtances of your diitreſs, that don 
Diego was ouilawed, and Mendoza gratified with a 
grant of his eltate.,, { nu, | THT 

© Theſe melancholy ingidents made a deep improſ- 
ſion upon the mind of the virtuous Antonia, Who, 
waving every other conſideration, would have perſo- 


. nally appeared for the vindication of her huſband's 


hangury 
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honour, had not we difluaded her from ſich a rah 41 b 
undertaking, by demonſtrating her inability to ch. © ff 
tend with ſuch a powerful antagoniſt, and repreſent, 6«t 


ing, that her appearance would be infallibly attended wh 
with the ruin of Serafina, who would certainly fall bn 
into the hands of the villain to whom ſhe had been the 
contracted. We exhorted her to Walt patiently for ſtan 


' ſome happy revolution of fortune, and encouraged Wh for 
her with the hope of don Diego's exerting himſel{ WW fo» 
effectually in his own defence. 8 | ei 

Mean While, our worthy land lord was ſuddenly viv 
cut off by death; and his widow being reſolved o to 
retire into her on country, we ſecretly embarked in ſhe 
the ſame ſhip, and arrived in England about eightcen Wh Fat 
months ago. Antonia ſtill, continued to pine over out 


the ruin of her houſe; as ſhe could hear no tidiny; tha 
olf don Diego, ſhe concluded he was dead, and ve) 


mourned with unabating ſorrow. In vain I aſſured ſo 
her that ſoon as my on affairs ſhould be adjuſted, | 
'I would exert my whole endeavours to find and luc. WF * t 
cour him She could not imagine that a man of his Wt ©! 
ſpirit and diſpoſition would live ſo long in obſcurity; wy 
and her affliction derived new force from the death WW * 1 
of the conſul's widow, with whom ſhe had lived in WM ©! 


the moſt unbounded intimacy and friendſhip. From 
that day her health evidently declined * ſhe foreſaw 8 

her diſſolution, and comforted berfelf with the hope ö 

of ſeeing her huſband and her friend, in a place where WW © 

no treachery is felt, and no ſorrow is known; con. vn 
fident of my integrity, and the purity of my love, * 
* ſhe in the moſt pathetic terms recommended Serafina 


to my care, — p te 
Ha! weepeſt thou, fair excellence, at the re- Je 
membrance of that tender ſcene, when the good An- ne 
- tonia, on the bed of death, joined thy ſoft hand to © 
mine, and ſaid, © Renaldo, I bequeath this orpban de 
- « to your dove; it is a Sacred! pledge which if you P 
„ cheriſh with due honour and regard, internal peace Bi ® 
and happineſs will ever ſmile Within your _—_— 1 
by 54 26 Ea N 40k S;33--17- 25 js LIEU Wy * F 


* 
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u but if you treat it with indifference, diſhonour br 
'« neglect, juſt heaven will puniſh your breach of 
« truſt with everlaſting diſappointments and dif. 
. | 2 

' © Sipgnior don Diego, I ſee you are moved, and 
therefore will not dwell on ſuch diſtreſsful circurn- 
ſtances; The excellent Antonia exchanged this hfe- 
for à more happy ftate; and ſo exquiſite” was the ſor- 
row of the tender-hearted Serafina, as to tortue me 


with the apprehenſion that ſhe would not long fur- 


vive her pious mother. How I obeyed the injunc- 


tions of that departing ſaint, Monimia (for that name 


ſhe now aſſumed) can teſtify, until that artful ſerpent 
Fathom glided into our mutual confidence, abuſed 


out ears; poiſoned our unſuſpeRting faith, and effected 


that fatal breach, productive of all the milery and 
vexation which we have ſuffered, and which is now 
ſo happily Expelled.” © + "or 1 | 
Heaven, ſaid the Caſtilian, © hath viſited me for 
the ſins and errors of my youth; yet, ſuch mercy 
hath' been mingled with its chaſtiſements, I dare 
not murmdbr'or repine: The tears of penitence and 
 forrow ſhall water my Antonia's grave; as: for 
© Mendoza, I rejoice" at bis treachery, by which the 
© obligation of my promiſe is cancelled,” and my ho- 
© nour fully acquitted. He fhall not triumph in his 
6 | bt. fervites, my character and innocence 
© ſhall ſoon confront his petfidy, and I hope, defeat 
© his intereſt'; the king is juſt and gracious, nor is 
my family and name unknown? 
Here the Jew interpoſing, preſented to him a let- 


ter from a perſon of conſequence at Madrid, HO 


Joſhua had intereſted in the cauſe of don Diego: that 
nobleman had already found means to repreſent the 
caſe of Zelos to his majeſty, who had actually or- 


dered don Manuel to be confined, until the injured 
| E ſhoutd appear to juſtify himſelf, and proſecute 


is accuſer according to the terms of law: at the 


lame time don Dicgo was ſummoned to preſent him- 
: = ”. [ 


,, &% cy Ki « 64.7 $5344 $40 4% $4. LAKE 143 4b {elf 


"216 The ADVENTURES of 


felf before the king within a limited time, to anſwer 
; * the charge which Mendoza had brought again 
im. I 

The Spaniard's heart overflowed with gratitude and 
joy, when he read this intimation; he embraced the 
Jew, who, before Zelos could give utterance to his 
thoughts, told him that the Spaniſh ambaſlador a 
London, having been prepoſſeſſed in his favour, cray. 
ed the honour of ſeeing don Diego; and that he, 

Joſhua, was ready to conduct them to the houſe, 
Then is my heart st reſt !* cried the Callilian, 
the houſe of-Zelos once-more ſhall lift up its head. 
I ſhall again reviſit my native country with honour, 
and abaſe the villain who hath foiled my fame! 0 
my children! this day is replete with ſuch joy and 
ſat isſaction, as I did not think had been in th: 
power of heaven to grant, without the interpoſution 
of a miracle! To you, Renalde, to you illuſtricu 
lady, and to theſe worthy gentlemen, am I w 
debted for the reſtoration of that for which alone! 
wilh to live; and when my heart ceaſes to retain 
the obligation, may I forfeit the name of a Caſt 

lian, and {corn and diſhonour be my portion,” 
Perhaps all Europe could not produce another 
company ſo happy as that which now fat down-to 
dinner in the houſe of madam Clement, whoſe owl 
benevolent heart was peculiarly adapted for ſuch en 
j oyment. The lovers feaſted their eyes more that 
their appetite, by s tender intercourſe of glances, hic 
needed not the ſlow interpretation of ſpeech ; while tht 
Spaniard regarded them alternately- with, looks d 
wonder and paternal joy, and every, individual fu 
veyed the all-deſerving pair with admiration aud e 

teem. 1 

Serafina taking the advantage of this general fatis/4c 
tion, w hen the heart, ſoftig ned into complacency, de 
polus every violent thought: 1 mult now, (laid the 
try my 1atere{t with Renaldo: the good company 
; + ſhall bear wuneſs to my triumph or repulſe, 1 4 
2 act 
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wer + not aſk you to forgive, but to withold your ven- 
aint e geance from the wretched Fathom. His fraud, in- 

© eratitude and villany are, I believe, unrivalled : yet 
and We his baſe deſigns have been defeated ; and heaven per- 
_ haps hath made him the involuntary inftrument for 
0 his bringing our conſtancy and virtue to the teſt ; be- 
agg ſides, his perfidy is already puniſhed with the laſt 
cru degree of human miſery and diſgrace : the doctor, 
t he Wiſe who has traced him in all his conduct and viciſſi- 
: © tudes of fortune, will draw a picture of his prefent 
« wretchedneſs, which, I doubt not, will move your 
© compaſſion, as it hath already excited mine.“ 

The generous hoſteſs was ready to enforce this cha- 
ritable propoſal, with all her eloquence, when Mel- 
ville with a look that well expreſſed his magnanimity - 
of love, replied, * Such a boon becomes the gentle 
© Serafina, O! every moment furniſhes me with 
© freſh matter to admire the virtues of thy ſoul z if 
© thou, whoſe tender heart hath been ſo rent with 
© miſery and anguiſh, can'ſt- mtercede for thy tor- 
© mentor, who now ſuffers in his turn, ſhall I refuſe 
to pardon the miſerable wretch ! No, let me glory 
© in imitating the great example, and ſolicit don 
Diego in behalf of the ſame miſcreant whoſe perfi- - 
[© dious barbarity coſt him ſuch intolerable woe.“ 
Enough,“ cried - & Caſtilian, * I have diſclaimed the 
vindictive principle of a Spaniard 3 and leave the 
miſerable object to the ſting of his own conſctence, + 
which ſoon or late, will not fail to avenge che 
c wrongs we have ſuſtained from his deceit,” | 


5 C H'A P. LXVI. 
The Hiſtory draws near à Period 
1 was the applauſe which they acquired — 


this noble ſacrifice of their reſentment: the a 
ternoon was ſpent in the utmoſt harmony and good 
humour : and at the earneſt ſolicitation of Renaldo, 
hoſe fancy ſtill harboured the apprehenſions of _ 

ther 


err Notts nin? Grin 
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ther ſeparation; Don Diego conſentgd that the ink. 
ſoluble knot ſhould be tied between; that young gens 
tleman and Serifina in two days, andthe; place ap- 
pointedfor the ceremony was — very;church where 
they had been reſtored; to the army of each other, 
The lovely bride, with a ſilent bluſh. that ſet her 
loyer's heart on fire, {ſubmitted to this determination, 
in conſequence of Which, the compauy Was beſpoke 
for that auſpicious. hour, and the evening being preiiy 
far advanced, they took leave of the ladieʒ, and retired 
to their reſpective homes don Diego and his future 
ſon imlaw being reconducte dito their lodgings, in the 
coach of the Je, ho taking an apportunity of being 
alone with Melville, obſerved that it would be necel- 
ſary on łkis occaſion to ſupply the Caſtilian with a 
ſugy af money, in oder ta ſupport his dignity and in- 
dependence, furniſhing Serafina with every thing ſuit- 
able to her rank and merit; and that he would wil- 
lingly accommodate him, proyided: he knew, how to 
propoſe ati ſo as to give no offence to his punctilious 
dipoltion. % ½ anne litt d ae 
Renaldo thanked him ſor this generous anticipation, 
adviſed him to ſolicii the Spaniaad's correſpondence in 
the way of buſineſs, and ta put;ithe whole op the footing 
of-his own intereſt; by which means don Diego's de- 
licacy could ſuſtain no affront. Fraught with this 
inſtruction, the Iſxaelite deſired a private audience of 
the Caſtilian, im which, after an apology for the free- 
dom of his demand. Signior don Diego, (ſaid he) 
as your fortune hath been fo long embezzled by 
your adverſary in Spain, and/your cerreſpondence 
with that country intircly cut off, it is not to be 
© ſuppoſed that your finances ate at preſent in ſuch a 
condition as to maintain the ſplendor of your fami- 
© iy. Count de Melville's whole fortunes at your 
© command ; and had not he been afraid of giving 
© umbrage to the. peculiar delicacy of ygur ſenti- 
ments, he would have pteſſed you, to uſe it for 
your convenience. For my own part, over and 


(abort 
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xe MW above the inelination I have to ſerve don Diego, I. 
conſult my own' private advantage in deſiring you 


— to accept; my. ſervice. on this occaſion. Money 
ere ss the chief commodity in Which I deal, and if you 


honour me with your commands, I ſhall be a gain- 
der er by my obedience.” mT 1 40 ; 
Don Diego rephed with a ſmile that denoted how: 
ke ell he underſtood the meaning of this, | addreſs, 
Surely, ſignior, I am bound by the ſtrongeſt ties, 
eg o exert my utmoſt endeavours for yout advantage: 
we nd I pray God this your propoſal may have that 
he iſue. I am well acquainted with the counts gene- 
| 1ofity. and refined notions of honour; and too much 
obliged: by him already, to heſitate with punctili- 
1 a ous reſerve in accepting his ſuture aſſiſtance : never- 
theleſs, ſince you have contrived a ſcheme for re- 
it, moving all ſcruples of that ſort, I ſhalb execute it 
il. WW with pleaſure: and in che form of buſineſs, you 
to hall bave all the ſecurity: I can give for; What ſhall 
us be neceſſary to anſwer my preſent. occaſions,” - | 
The preliminaries being thus ſettled, :;Joſhua ad- 
In, vanced for | his uſe a thou ſand pounds, for Which he 
m duld take neither bond, note, nor receipt, deſiring 
ns uu that the Caſtilian, would mark it in his own 
le. {Wpocket-book, that the debt might appear, in caſe any 
nig Necident ſhould befal the borrower; - Although the 
of Ppaaiard bad: been accuſtomed to the uncommon ge- 
nerolity of Melville, he could not help wondering 


be) Wt this nobleneſs of behaviouur, ſo little to be expect- 
by ed from any merchant, much leſs from a Jewiſh 
ce broker. : 1 | 


While this affair was on the envi, Renaldo, who 
could no longer with-hold.the communication of his. 
happineſs from his ſiſter and relations. ir Germany, 
tovk up the pen, and in a letter to his brother- in-la w, 
recounted all the circumſtances of the ſurprizing turn 
ti. Nef fate which he had experienced ſince his arrival in 
or Iagland ; he. likewiſe related tba ſtary-of. don. Diego, 
ad Naformed them of the day appointed for his n 

A 
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and intreated the major to make a journey to London 
with his wife; or if that ſhould be impracticable, to 
come as far as Bruſſels, where they ſhould be met by 
him and his Serafina. There was now but one day 
between him and the accompliſhment of his deareſt 
wiſh, and that was ſpent in procuring a licenſe, ard 
adjuſting the preparations for the grand feſtival, Don 
Diego in the forenoon viited madam Clement, to 
whom he repeated his warm acknowledgments of her 
bounty and maternal affection to his daughter, and 
preſented to Serafina bank notes to the amount of 
five hundred pounds, to defray the neceſſary expence 
of her wedding ornaments, | 

All the previous ſteps being taken for the folemni. 
zation of this intereſting event, and the hour of ap- 

ointment arrived, the bridegroom, accompanied by 
E father-in-law, haſtened to the place of rendezvous, 
which was the veſtry- room of the church we have 
already deſcribed; where they were received by the 
good clergyman in his canonicals ; and here they 
had not waited many minutes, when they were join- 
ed by madam Clement and the amiable bride, eſcort- 
ed by the friendly phyſician, who had all along bore 
ſuch a ſhare in their concerns. Serafina was dreſſed 
in a-ſack of white ſattin, and the ornaments of her 
head were adjuſted in the Spaniſh faſhion, which 
gave a peculiar. air to her appearance, and an addi- 
tional ſpirit to thoſe attractions which engaged the 
heart of each beholder. There was nothing remark- 
able in the habit of Renaldo, who had copied the 
plainneſs and elegance of his miltreſs : but when ſhe 
entered the place, his features were animated with a 
double proportion of vivacity ; and their eyes meet- 
ing, ſeemed to kindle a blaze which diffuſed warmth 
and joy thro* the countenances of all preſent. 

After a ſhort pauſe her father led her to the altar, 
and gave her away to the tranſported Renaldo, befoic 
the prieſt who performed the ceremony, and beſtowed 
the nuptial benediction on this Lao" _ 

| | | anction 
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ſunction of the church being thus obtained, they wWith- 
drew into the veſtry, where Melville ſealed his title 

on her roſy lips, and preſented his wife to.the com- 

pany, who embraced her in their turns, with fervent 

wiſhes for their mutual happineſs, 

Tho? the ſcene of this tranſaction was remote from 
any inhabited neighbourhood, the church was fur. 
rounded by a crowd of people, who with uncommon 
demonſtration of ſurprize and admiration, petitioned 
heaven to bleſs ſo fair a couple. Such indeed was 
their eagerneſs to ſee them, that ſome lives were en- 
— by the preſſure of the crowd, which attend- 
ed them with loud acclamations to the coach, after the 
bridegroom had depoſited in the hands of the miniſ- 
ter, one hundred pounds for the benefit of the poor 
of that pariſh, and thrown ſeveral handfuls of mone 
among the multitude. Serafina reimbarked in ma- 
dam Clement's convenience, with that good lady 
and don Diego, while Renaldo with the clergyman 
and doctor followed in Joſhua's coach, to a pleaſant: 
country houſe upon the Thames, at the diſtance of a 
few miles from London. This the Jew had borrow- 
ed from the owner, for a few; days, and there they 
were received by that honeſt Hebrew,. who had pro- 
vided a veryclegant entertainment for the occaſion: he 
had-alſo beſpoke a ſmall but excellent band of muſic, 
which regaled their ears while they ſat at dinner; aud 
the afternoon being calm and ſerene, he prevailed on 
hem to take the air on the river, in a barge which he 
had prepared for the purpoſe. £3 


But, hotwithſtanding this diverſity of amuſement, * 


Renaldo would have found it the longeſt day he had 
ver 22 had not his imagination been diverted by 
an iucident which employed his attention during the + 
remaining part of the evening. They had drank tea, 
and angaged in a party at whiſt, when they were ſur- 
3 a noiſe of contention from a publick 
ouſe, th 
hich they lat, Alarmed at this uproar, they ſor ſook 
15 | F | their 


at fronted the windows of the apartment in 


i 
[ 
| 
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their cards, and throwing up the caſement, beheld a 
hearſe ſurrounded by four men on horſeback, who 
had ſtopped the carriage, and violently pulled the dri. 
ver from his ſeat. This uncommon. arreſt had Nga 
ged the curioſity of the publican's family, who ſtood 
at the door to obſerve the conſequence, when all of a 
ſudden appeared a perſon in canonicals, well mount 
ed, who riding up to thoſe who maltreated the driver, 
beſtowed upon one of them ſuch a blow withthe butt 
end of his oy + as laid him ſprawling on the ground 
and ſpringing from his ſaddle upon the box, took the 
reins into his own hand, {wearing with great vehc. 
mence, that he would murder every man who ſhould 
attempt to obſtruct the hearſe., 

The good prieſt Who had married Renaldo, was 
not a little ſcandalized at this ferocious behaviour in 
a-clergyman, and could not help ſaying aloud, he 
was a diſgrace to the cloth; when the horſeman look- 
ing up to the window rephed, Sir, may I be 
$:d-—n'd if any man in England has a greater reſpe& 
for the cloth than I have: but at preſent 1 am 
quite diſtracted.“ So ſaying, he whipped up the 
horſes, and had actually diſentangled the hearſe 
from thoſe Who ſurrounded it: when he was oppoſed 
by another troop, one of whom alighted with great 
expedition, and cut the harneſs ſo as that he could 
not poſſibly proceed: finding himſelf thus driven to 
bay he leaped upon the ground, and exerciſed his 
weapon with ſuch amazing ſtrength end agility, that 
ſeveial of his antagoniſts were left motionleſs on the 
field, before he was overpowered and difarmed by 
dint of numbers, who aſſailed him on all ſides- 

The mad parſon being thus taken priſoner, an 
elderly perſon of a very prepoſſeſſing appearance, 
went up to the hearſe, and unbolting the door, a 
young lady ſprung out and ſhrieking ran directly t 
the public houſe, to the infinite aſtoniſhment and af- 
fright of the whole family, who believed it was the 
ſparit-of the deceaſed perion, whoſe body lay in the 
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erriage. Renaldo, who was with difficulty reſtrain- 
ed from interpoling in behalf of the clergyman. 
againſt ſuch odds, no ſooner perceived this appari- 
tion, than ſuppolmig her to be ſome diſtreſſed dame 
ſel, his Qixotiſm awoke, he deſcended in an inſtant, 
and ruſhed into the houſe among thoſe who purſued 
the fair phantom. Don Diego and the phyſician 
took the ſame road, while the real cle:gyman and 
Joſhua tarried with the ladies who were by this time 
very much intereſted in the event. | 
Melville found the young lady in the hands of the 
old gentleman, who had releaſed her from the hearſe, 
and who now bitterly vpbraided ber for her folly 
aud "diſobedience : while ſhe proteſted with great 
vivacity, that whatever ſhe might ſuffer from his 
ſeverity, ſhe would never ſubmit to the hateful 
match he had provoſed, nor break the promiſe ſhe 
bad already made to the gentleman WhO had now 
tempted to reſcue her from the tyranny of a cruel 
father. This declaration was followed by a plentiful 
ſhower of tears, which the father could not behold. 
with unmoiſtened eyes, although he reviled: her with-. 
marks of uncommon difpleaſure; and turning to the 
count, I appeal to you, Sir, {aid he, whether 1 
© have not reaſon to curſe the undutiful obſtinacy of 
that pert baggage, and renounce her for ever as an 
alien to my blood. She has for ſome months been 
t ſolicited in marriage by an honeſt citiaen, a thirty 
thouſand pound man; and inſtead of liſtening to 
© ſuch'an/ advantageous propoſal, ſhe hath beſtowed 
her heart upon a young fellow not worth a groat. 
Ah] you degenerate huſſy, this comes of your” 
plays and romances: if thy mother were not a 
oman of an unexceptionable liſe and converſation, 
4] ſhould ver ily believe thou art no child of mine: 
run away with a beggar! for ſhame? | 
6 I :ſappoſe,” replied Renaldo, the perſon to 
hom your daughter's affection inclines, is that 
* ckigyman who 0 = the 
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© door.“ Clergyman l' cried the other, * adad! he 
has more of the devil than the church about him, 
* A rufhan, he has, for ought I know, murdered the 
« worthy gentleman whom 1 intended for my ſon 
* in law; and the rogue, if I had not kept out of 
© his way, wonld I ſuppoſe have ſerved me with 
© the ſame ſauce; me, who have been his malter 
for many years, and had reſolved to make a, man 
© of him. Sir, he was wy own clerk, and this is the 
return I have met wih from the ſerpent which [ 
© cherifhed in my boſom. 

Here he was interrupted by the arrival of the ci. 
tizen for whom he had exprefled ſuch concern; 
that gentleman had received a contuſion upon one 
eye, by which the fight was altogether obſtructed; 
ſo that he concluded he ſhould never retrieve the uſe 
of that organ, and with great clamour took all the 

ſpeQators to witneſs the injury he had fuſtained ; he 
entered the room with manifeſt percurbation, de- 
manded ſatis faction of the father, and peremptorily 
declared it ſhould not be a loſt eye to him, if there 
was law in England. This unſeaſonable demand, 
and the boiſtereus manner in which it was made, 
did not at all ſuit the preſent humour of the old 
gentleman, who told him peeviſhly he owed him 
no eye, and bad him go and aſk reparation of the 
perſon who had done him wrong. 

The young lady ſnatching this favourable occaſion, 


earneſtly entreated Melville and his company to inter- 
cede with her father in behalf of her lover, who, ſhe 


aſſured them, was a young gentleman of a good fa- 
mily, and uncommon merit: and, in compliance 
with her requeſt, they invited him and his daughter 


to the houfe in which they lodged, where they would 


be diſincumbered of the croud which this diſpute 
Had gathered together, and more at leiſure to conſult 
about the meaſures neceſſary to be taken. The old 
gentleman thanked them for their coutteſy, which he 


did not think proper to refuſe ; and while he led, or 


rather 
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rather hauled, Madamoiſelle over the way, under the 
avſpices of the Caſtilian, Renaldo ſet the lover at li- 
berty, made him a tender of his good othees, and 
adviſed him to wait at the public houſe for an happy 
illue of their negotiation, 

The pſeudo- parſon was very much affected by this 
generous proffer, for which he made ſuitable acknow- 
ledgements, and proteſted before God, he would die 
2 thouſand deaths, rather than part with his dear 
Charlotte. Her father no ſooner entered the apart- 
ment, than he was known by Joſhua to be a con- 
ſiderable trader in the city of — and the mer- 
chant was glad to find himſelf among his acquain- 
tance, He was ſo full of the ſtory which had brought 
him thither, that he had ſcarce ſat down, when he be- 
gan to complain of his hard fate, in having an onty 
child, who Was ſo mean, ſtubborn, and contuma- 
cious; and every ſentence was concluded with an 
apoſtrophe of reproaches to the delinquent. 

The Jew having allowed him to ring out his alarm, 
condoled his bas and gravely counſelled the 
young lady to wean her affections from fuch an un- 
worthy object: for he ſuppoſed her favourite was a 
man of no principle, or liberal endowments, other- 
wiſe her father · would not exclaim ſo bitterly againſt 
her conduct. Charlotte, who wanted neither beauty 
nor underſtanding, aſſured him, that her lover's cha- 
rafter was, in all reſpects, unblemiſhed; for the truth 
of which aſſertion ſhe appealed to her papa, who 
owned, with reluctance, that the young man was a 
gentleman by birth, that he had ferved him with re- 
markable diligence and integrity, and that his accom- 


| phſhments were far ſuperior to his ſtation in life. 


© But then, ſaid he, the fellow has not a ſhilling of 
his own, and would you have me give away my 
daughter to a beggar ? 

God forbid! cried the Jew, I always underſtood 
you poſſeſſed an ample fortune, and am ſorry to 


4 fiad it otberwiſe.“ + Otherwiſe! replied the citi- 
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zen, with ſome acrimony, take care what you n,, 19! 
Sir, a merchant's credit is not to be tampered with MW and 
I beg your pardon, anſwered the Hebrew, I con. ez 
cluded that your circumſtances were bad, becauiliſ fay 
you objected to the poverty of the young man, after t! 


you had owned he was poſſeſſed of every other quM * P 
lification to make your daughter happy: for it iz ; 
not to be imagined, that you would thwart her in hi 


<linations, or ſeek to render an only child miſer.W ba- 
able, on account of an obſtacle which you yourſel eat 
could eaſily remove. Let us ſuppoſe you can 2, ch 
ford to give with your daughter ten thouſand 3 
pounds, which would enable this young man o, ©2 


live with credit and reputation, and engage advan. m 
tageouſly in trade, for Which you fay he is well] fic 
qualiſied: the alternative then will be, whether you er 
would rather ſee her in the arms of a deſervig * 
youth, whom the loves, enjoying all the comforu f * 
of life, wick a moderate fortune, which it will a! f 
ways be in your own power to improve; or tied h 
for life to a moni2d man, whom ſhe deteſts, curſing 
her hard fate, and deſpiſing that ſuperfluity of f 
wealth, in ſpite of which ſhe finds herſelf fo truly 8 
wretched.“ X I 
The old gentleman ſeemed to be ſtartled at this ob- | 
ſervation, Which was reinforced” by Renaldo's ſaying, , 
that he would, moreover, enjoy the unutterable plex | 
Jure of giving happineſs to a worthy man, whole gra 
titude would co-operate with his love, in approving 
himſelf a dutiful ſon, as well as an affettionate hul- 
band. He then repreſented the family diſquiets, and 
diſmal tragedics produced from fuch mercenary and 
«ompulfve matches; related the ſtory of don Diego and 
his daughter, which when the merchant heard, he ſtar- 
ed up with marks of terror in his countenance, aud 
throwing up. the caſement, called upon Valeatine 
with great vociferation ; this was the name of his 
Aaugliter's admirer, who uo ſooner heard the ſum 
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mons, than he flew to the ſpot from whence it came» 
and the merchant without any further preamble» 
ſeizing his hand, joined it with that of Charlotte, 
faying, with great trepidation, * Here, take her, in 
the name of God, and thank this honourable com- 
* pany for your good fortune.” 

The lovers were tranſported with exquiſite joy at 
this ſudden determination 1n their favour. Valentine 
having kiſſed the hand of his miſtreſs with all the 
eagerneſs of rapture, and era e the mere 
chant's generofity, paid his reſpetts to the ladies with 
a very polite addrefs, and with demonſtrations of un- 
common gratitude and ſenſibility, thanked the geutle- 
men, and the count in particular, for their good of- 
fices, to which: he attributed the happineſs he now 
enjoyed. While Serafma and Madam Clement ca- 
relſed the aimiable Charlotte, the reft of the compa- 
ny congratulated her 'admirer upon his choice and 
fucceſs; though the cjergyman could not help repre- 
hending him for profaning the ſacerdotal habit. 

Valentine heartily aſked pardon for having given 
fuch cauſe of offence, and hoped. he Mould be for- 
given, as it was a diſguiſe which-he thought abſolutely 
neceſſary for the execution of a ſcheme upon which 
his happineſs altogether depended. He then, at the 
requeſt of Renaldo, unfolded the myſtery of the 
hearſe, by giving them to underſtand, that Charlotte's 
father having got inkling of their mutual paſſion, had 
diſmiſſed his clerk, and conveyed his daughter to a 
country houſe in the: neighbourhood of London, in 
order to cut off their correſpondence : notwithſtand- 
ing thefe precautions, they had found means to com- 
municate with each other by letters, which were ma- 
naged by a third perſon, and his rival being very im- 
portunate in his 1 they had concerted the 
expedient of the hearſe, which he provided and con- 
ducted through a road contiguous to the end of the 
merchant's garden, where Charlotte being apprized 
of the deſign, waited for its approach, and embark- 
E 4 ed 
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ed in it without heſitation. Valentine thought him 
lelf ſufficiently ſcreened from diſcovery by his dif. 
« guiſe ; but he was unfortunately met by a ſervant of 
the family, who recollected his features, and imme. 
diately gave the alarm, upon which the father and his 
friends took horſe, and purſued them by two difta 

rent roads, until they were overtaken at this place. 
He had ſcarce finiſhed this ſhort relation, when his 
rival bluntly entering the apartment, with an hand- 
kerchief tied round his eye, committed Valentine to 
the charge of a conſtable, who attended him, by a 
warrant from a juſtice of the peace in that neighbour. 
hond; and threatened to · proſecute the-merchant on 
an action of damages for the loſs of an eye, which he 
ſaid he had ſuſtained in his ſervice. The company 
endcavoured to appeaſe this citizen, by repreſenting, 
that his misfortune was no other than a common in- 
flammation; nor was it owing to malice aforethought, 
but entirely to the precipitate paſſion of an incenſed 
young man, who, by the bye, acted in his own de- 
lence. | At the ſame time the merchant promiſed to 
make any reaſonable ſatisfaction; upon which the 
other demanded an obligation, importing, that he 
_ would, in ten days from the date, beſtow upon him 
his daughter in marriage, with a portion of fiſteen 
thouſand pounds, or, in caſe of failure, pay him 

double the ſum. | 

The merchant, exaſperated at this .extravagant de- 
mand, told him flatly, he had already diſpoſed of 
His daughter -to Valentine, who, he believed, was a 
much more deſerving man; and that he was ready 
to wait upon the magiſtrate who had granted the 
Warrant, in order to give bail for his future ſon-in- 
law. This was a mortifying declaration ta the plain- 
tiff, though he condoled himſelf with the hope of 
being a gainer by the loſs of his eye; and now the 
pain was over, would nave been very eu to lind 
luis üght retrieved, The old gentleman, Joſhua, and 
Neualdo accompanied the priſoner to the * of 
e 
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the juſtice, where he was immediately admitted to 
bail: upon their return, Valentine ſhifted his dreſs, 
and they ſupped together with great cordiality and 
mirth, maintained at the expence of the diſcarded 
lover. 

After ſupper, Don Diego walked a minuet with 
Madam Clement, for whom, by this time, he had 
contraſted an extraordinary degree of affection. Va- 
leatine had the honour to dance with the incompar- 
able Serafina, whoſe beauty and attractions dazzled 
the eyes of the new comers, and {truck her baſhful 
partner with awe and confuſion; and Melville pre- 
ſented his hand to the agreeable Charlotte, who 
formed ſo much to the {atisfaftion of her father, that 
he could not help expreſſing his joy and pride: he 
praiſed God for throwing him in the way of our 
company, and engaged the clergyman to unite the 
young couple; after having appointed a day for the 
ceremony, and invited all prefent to the wedding. 
The evening having been inſenſibly conſumed in 
theſe avocations, and the night pretty far advanced, 
the ladies withdrew without ceremony; and the re- 
treat of Serafina filled Renaldo's breaſt with tumult 
and emotion ; his blood began to flow in impetuous 
tides, his heart to beat with redoubled vigour and 
velocity, while his eyes ſeemed to flaſh with more 
than human ſplendor; now his 1magination began 
to' anticipate with the enthuſiaſtic rage of an inſpired 
Sybil; he was inſtantaneouſly tranſported from the 
converſation, and every nerve was e to ſuch a 
degree of impatience, that human nature could not 
long endure the tenſion 

He therefore, having withſtood the impulſe about 
a quarter of an hour, at length gave way to his im- 
petuoſity, and ſpringing from his friends, found him. 


ſelf in a dark AI at the farther end of which, he 


perceived madam Clement coming out of a chamber 
with a light, which at 4 * of him ſhe ſet down, and 
vaniſhed in a moment, _ was the ſtar that pointed 
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to his paradiſe: he hailed the ſignal, entered theapart. anc 
ment, and like a lion ruſhing on his prey, approached * 
the nuptial bed, where Serafina, ſurrounded by all me 


the graces of beauty, ſoſtneſs, ſentiment, and truth, tra 
Jay trembling as, a victim at the altar, and ſtrove to by 
hide her bluſhes from his view; the door was ſhut, fm 
the light extinguiſhed : he owned his lot was more mm 
than mortal man could claim, 1 

Here let me draw the decent veil, that ought to ta 
Hade the ſacred myſteries of Hymen : away unhal- th 
Jowed ſcoffers, who profane with idle pleaſantry, or P) 
3immodeſt hint, theſe holy rites; and leave thoſe le 
Happy lovers to enjoy, in one another's arms, unut- 1 


terable bliſs, the well. earned palm of virtue and of 
conſtancy, which had undergone the molt ſevere re- 
Fraement.: a more deſerving pair night's curtain 
Mrouds not in its dark extent. 
The thoughts of Renaldo's felicity threw a damp 
on the ſpirits of Valentine, who ſaw the term of his 
Probation protracted a few days longer, and could 
not help wiſhing in his heart, that he had atchieved 
the adventure which would have abridged his expec- 
tation, though at the expence of the old gentleman'z 
Aiſpleaſure. He filled a bumper to the health of the 
Þride and bridegroom, and throwing up his eyes, 
with marks of admiration, exclaimed, *: How happy 
is the count! alas! five days longer muſt I rein my 
# impatience !'— It is but reaſonable, | rogue 
that your betters ſhould have the ſtart of you,” ſaid 
the merchant, who did him juſtice in the glaſs, and 
£ouvgſelled him to drown his impatience with good 
£Elaret. The youth followed his advice, and it was 
Jate before the company retired to reſt, 
© Theſe citizens, however, reſolved to ſeize an op- 
Portunity of rallying the new married couple, ac- 
£ording to cuſtom, and with that view aroſe early in 
the morning, on the ſuppoſition of finding them ſtill 
alleep; but they were not a little ſurprized, when 
they entered the breakfaſting room, to 2 
ws * 4 - y . an 
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and his amiable bedfellow, already dreſſed, and wait- 
ing to do the honours of the houſe, The old gentle- 
man would fain have cracked a joke upon their ex 
traordinary. diſpatch, but he was ſo much over-awed' 
by the dignity, and tamed by the ſweetneſs of Sera-- 
fma's carriage, that he durſt not give utterence to his- 
conception; and Valentine ſtood filent and abaſhed, 
as in the preſence of a ſuperior being. After break- 
faſt, theſe gentlemen and Charlotte again expreſled 
their ſenſe of the obligations they owed to this hap- 
py family, repeated their invitation, and taking. 
leave, returned to London in a coach that was» pro- 
vided over night, 

Our friends being thus left to themſelves, don 
Diego turning towards Melville, * Now,” ſaid he, 
that I have yielded to the impatience of your love, 
was well as to the eagerneſs of m own deſire to 
© make you happy, I muſt beg iN, to interrupt, 
for a little while, the ſtream of your mutual plea- 
6 ſure, and propoſe a melancholy excurſion, Which, 
however, will not be wholly void of enjoyment. 
J have too long delayed the performance of my. 
duty at Antonia's grave: let us ſpend the forenoon- 
in that pious pilgrimage: I will drop a few tears to. 
the memory of that excellent woman, and never 
afterwards ſhall my friends be troubled with my 
grief.“ 

The propoſal being univerſally approved, they ſet: 
out for the place, which had oft been viſited by the 
gentle Serafina, who conducted her father to a black 
marble ſtone, which Renaldo had ordered to be laid 
over the grave, and as he kneeled to kiſs the monu- 
ment, he perceived this plain inſcription in the Spa- 
niſh tongue : Antonia de Zelos primera en todo lo 
5 5 es ſer bueno, y ſin ſegundo en todo lo que fag 
n ſer deſdichado, quedad con Dios!” that is, An- 
* tonia de Zælos, unmatched in virtue, and unequalled 
in- misſortune, adieu! - O faithful record! cried 
the- Callilian, ſmiting his breaſt, while his tears dif. 
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tilled upon the marble, thy goodneſs was the gift 
© of heaven, but thy misfortunes were derived from 
© the guilt of don Diego; yet his ſorrow ſhall expiate 
© his offence, and his penitence find favour in the 
© ſight of heaven: reſt,” reſt, ill-fated virtue! eternal 
© peace ſhall guard thy tomb, and angels miniſter te 
© thy unſpotted ſhade; nor ſhall thine aſhes lie in 
© dark obſcurity : here will I raiſe a monument, 
more ſuited to thy excellence and name.“ Serafina 
melted with filial tenderneſs, nor were the reſt un— 
moved at this affecting ſcene, which don Diego did 
not quit without reluctance. 


CHAP. LXVII, 
The longeſt and the laſt. 


of ty nature of this viſit had ſoftened every heart, 
and ſaddened every countenance; and they 
walked in ſolemn ſilence to the other fide of the 
church- yard, in order to regain their carriages; when 
at the turning of the ſtile, they ſaw a-young woman, 
in a wretched attire, running out of a poor habita- 
tion, wringing her hands in all the agony of deſpair, 
Notwithſtanding the diſtraction in her countenance, 
and the meanneſs of her apparel, ſhe diſcovered a 
regularity of features, and a delicacy of air, which 
did not at all correſpond with the milery of her equi- 
Page. Theſe exhibitions of extreme diſtreſs, ſoon 
attracted the notice and compaſſion of our company, 
and Melville's beauteous help-mate, accoſting this 
forlorn damſel with a pity-breathing aſpect, aſked 
the cauſe of her diſorder, | 

Alas! dear lady,” cried the other, with all the 
enphaſis of woe, an unhappy gentleman now 
4 breathes his laſt, within this inhoſpitable hovel, 
© amidſt ſuch exceſs of miſery, as would melt the 
6 molt flinty boſom : what then muſt I fcel, who am 
connected with him by the ſtrongeſt ties of love 
and conjugal affeRtion!'—* Who is the unfortunate 
: © object ?? 
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object?“ ſaid the phyſician, * He was once well 
* known in the gay World:“ replied the young wo- 
man, his name is Fathom.” Every individual of 
the coin pauy ſtarted at mention of that deteſted name. 
Serafina began to tremble with emotion; and Re- 
naldo, after a ſhort pauſe, declared he would go in, 
not with a view to exult over his miſery, but in or- 
der to contemplate the cataſtrophe of ſuch a wicked 
life, that the moral might be the more deeply en- 
graved on his remembrance. The young counteſs, 
whoſe tender heart could not bear the ſhock of ſuch 
a ſpectacle, retired to the coach with madam Cle. 
ment and the Jew, while Renaldo, accompanied by 
the reſt, entered a diſmal apartment, altogether void 
of furniture and convenience, where they bcheld the 
wretched hero of theſe memoirs, ſtretched almoft 
naked upon ſtraw, inſenſible, convulſed, and ſeem- 
ingly in the graſp of death. He was wore to the 
bone either by famine or diſtemper; his face was 
overſhadowed with hair and filth ; his eyes were ſunk, 
glazed and diftorted ; his noſtrils dilated ; his lips 
covered. with a black flough, and his complexion 
faded into a. pale clay-colour, tending to a yellow 
hue ; in a word, the extremity of indigence, ſqualor 
and diſtreſs, could not be more feelingly repreſented. 

While Melville peruſed this melancholy leſſon, and 
groaning, cried, * Behold the fate of man!” he per- 
caved a letter in the right hand of the unfortunate 
Fathom, which lay faſt clinched acroſs his breaſt. 
Curious to know the contents of this paper, which 


the young woman ſaid he had kept in that poſition 


for ſeveral days, he drew nearer the wretched couch, 
and was not a little ſurprized to ſee it addreſſed * To 
© the tight honourable Renaldo count de Melville, 


© to the care of Mr. Joſhua Manaſſeh, merchant in 
London.“ When he 'attempted to dilengage this 


billet from the authors's hand, the ſorrowing female 
fell on her knees, entreating him to deſiſt, and telling 
him, ſhe bad promiſed, upon gabb, to —— 


The ADVENTURES of 
the contents to no perſon upon earth, but to carry 


the letter, upon her hufband's deceale, to the gentle. 
man to whoſe care it was ditected. 


Renaldo ailured her upon his honour, that he wes 


the very Renaldo count de Melville for whom it was- 
intended; and the young creature was {o much con- 
founded at this information, that before ſhe could: 


recollett herſelf, Melville had opened the billet, and 
read theſe words : 


hb »'>'> e*' 0 > 4a: 0 + 4 o =p.e 


© If chis paper ſhould: fall into the hands-of the 
noble Renaldo, he will underſtand that Fathom 


was the molt execrable traitor that ever impoſed 
upon unſuſpecting benevolence, or attempting to 


betray a generous benefactor. His whole life was 
a ſeries of fraud, perfidy and the moſt abominable 


ingratitude: but of all the crimes that lay heavy 
upon his ſoul, his being acceſſary to the death of 
the incomparable Serafina, whole father he had 


alſo robbed, was that for which he deſpaired of 
heaven's forgiveneſs, notwithſtanding the dreadful. 


compunction and remorſe which have long preyed 


upon his heart, together with the incredible miſery 
and deplorable death which- by this time he hath 


-undergone, Though theſe ſufferings and ſorrows 
cannot atone for his enormous guilt, perhaps they 


will excite the compaſhon of the hamane count de 


Melville: at leaſt, this conſeſſion which my con- 
ſcience dictates under all the terrors of death and 
futurity, may be a warning for him to avoid hence- 
forth a ſmiling villaw, like the execrable Fathom, 


upon whoſe miſerable. foul almighty God have 


e mercy.“ 


Renaldo was deeply affected with the contents of 


this ſcroll, which denoted ſuch horror and deſpair. 
He {aw there could be no diſſimulation or ſiniſter de- 
ſign in this profeſſion of penitence; he beheld the 
condition of the writer, Which put all his humane 
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paſſions in commotion; fo that he remembered no- 
thing of Fathom but his preſent diſtreſs. He could 


ſcarce contain thoſe indications which might have 
been juſtly deemed the effect of weakneſs and infir- 
mity ; and having deſired the phyſician and clergy- 
man to contribute their aſſiſtance for the benefit of 
that wretch's ſoul and body, he ran to the coach, and 


communicated the letter to the ladies; at the fame 


time drawing a picture of the object he had ſeen, 
which brought tears into the eyes of the gentle Sera- 
fina, who earneſtly intreated her lord to uſe his en- 
deavours for the relief and recovery of the unhappy 
man; that he might, it poflible, live to enjoy the 
benefit of mature repentance, and not die in that 
dreadfu! deſpair which he manifeſted in the letter. 

Renaldo returning to the houſe, found the pious 
clergyman reading prayers with great fervency ; 
while Don Diego i{to6d with his right hand upon his 
breaſt, looking ſtedfaitly upon the agonizing Fathom, 
and the young woman kneeled with her ſtreaming 
eyes lifted up to heaven in an extaſy of grief and de- 
votion : the phyſician had run to an apothecary's 
ſhop in the neighbourhood, from whence he ſoon 
returned with an aſſiſtant, who applied a large bliſter 
to the back of the miſerable patient, while the female, 
by the doQor's direction, moiſtened his mouth with 
a cordial which he had preſcribed. 

Theſe charitable ſteps being taken, count de Mel- 
ville intreated the apothecary's ſervant to procure a 
tcnt-bed for the accommodation of the ſick perſon, 
with all imaginable diſpatch; and in leſs than an 
hour, one was actually pitched, and Fathom lifted 
into it, after he had been ſhifted, and in ſome mea- 
ſure purified from the dregs of his indigence, Pur- 
ing this tranſaction the ladies were conducted to a 
tavern not far off, where dinner was beſpoke, that 
they might be at hand to ſee the effect of their charity 
Which was not conſined to what we have already de- 
Kribed, but extended ſo far, chat in a little time the 
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apartment was comfortably furniſhed, and the young 
creature provided with change of apparcl, and moncy 
to procure the neceſſaries of ſubſiſtence. 

Notwithſtanding all their care, the wretched Fa. 
thom ſtill remained inſenſible, and the doctor pro- 
nounced a very unfavomable prognoſtic, while he 
ordered a pair of. additional veſicatorics to be laid 
upon his arms, and other proper medicines to be ad- 
miniſtered. After dinner the ladics ventured to vilit 
the place, and when Scrafina croſſed the threſhold, 
the weeping female fell at her her feet, and kifling 
her robe, exclaimed, * Sure you are an angel from 
© heaven!” | 

The alteration in her dreſs had made a very agree- 


able change in her appearance, ſo that the counteſs 


could now look upon her without ſhuddering at her 
diſtreſs : and as Fathom was not in a condition to be 
diſturbed, ſhe took this opportunity of inquiring by 
what ſteps that unfortunate wretch was conveyed 
from the priſon, in which ſhe knew he had been 
conhned, to the place whete he now lay in ſuch ex- 


tremity ; and by what occurrence he had found a 


wife in ſuch an abyſs of misfortune. Here the other's 
tears began to flow afreſh. * I am aſhamed,” ſaid 
ſhe,-* to reveal my own folly ; yet I dare nat refuſe 
* a ſatisfaion of this kind to a perſon who has laid 
me under ſuch ſignal obligations.” 

She then proceeded to relate her ſtory, by which it 
appeared, ſhe was no other than the fair and unhappy 
Elinor, whom the artful Fathom had debauched up- 
on his firſt arrival in town, in the manner already de- 
ſcibed in theſe memoirs. * Heaven, continued ſhe, 
* was pleaſed to reſtore the uſe of my reaſon. which I 
had loſt, when 1 found myfelf abandoned by the 
count: but, all my connection with my own fami- 
ly being entirely cut off, and every door ſhut, againſt 
© a poor creature who could procure no recommengla - 
© tion, except the certificate ſigned by the phyſi- 
s cian of bedlam, which inſtead of Introducing me 
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to ſervice, was an unſurmountable . 


my character: I found myſelf deſtitute of all means 
of ſubſiſting, unleſs I would eondeſcend to live the 


infamous and wretched life of a courtezan, an ex- 
« pedient rendered palatable by the terror of want, 


co-operating with the reflection of the irretrievable 
loſs I had already ſuſtained. I aſk pardon for of- 
fending your chaſte ears with this impure confeſſion 
of my guilt, which heaven knows, I then did, and 
now do look upon with abhorrence and deteſtation. 
I had already forfeited my innocence, and wanted 
reſolution to encounter mifery and death. Never- 
theleſs, before I could determine io embrace the 
condition of a proſtitute, I was one day accoſted 
in the park by an elderly gentleman who fat down 
by me upon a bench, and taking notice of the de- 
ſpondence which was evident in my countenance, 
preſſed me to make him acquainted with the nature 
of my misfortune. So much ſympathy and good 
ſenſe appeared in his deportmemnt and converſation, 
thai I gratified his requeſt, and he, in return for my 
confidence, ſaved me from the moſt horrible part 
of my proſpect, by taking me into his protection, 
and reſcrving me for his own appetite. In this. fitu- 
ation I lived a whole year, until I was deprived of 
my keeper by an apoplectic fit, and turned out of 
doors by his relations, who did not however, ſtrip 
me of my clothes and moveables, which I owed 
to his bounty. Far from being as yet reconciled 
to a vitious life, I reſolved to renounce the paths of 
ſhame, and converting my effects into ready mo- 
ney, hired a fmall ſhop and furniſhed it with haber- 
daſhery ware, intending to earn an haneft hvelihood 
by the ſale of theſe commodities, together with the 
plainwork in which I hoped to he employed, fo 
ſoon as my talents ſhould be known. But this 
ſcheme did not anſwer expectation. The goods 
oiled upon my hands, and as I was a ſtrauger in 
the neigbourhood, no body would intyult me with 
au 
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any other buſineſs: ſo that notwithſtanding the 
moſt parſimonious œconomy, I ran in debt to m 
landlord, who ſeized my effects; and an hoſier 


' from whom I had received ſome parcels upon cre. 


dit, took out a writ againſt me, by virtue of which 
I was arreſted and impriſoned in the Marſhalſea, 
where I found my firſt ſeducer. Good heaven! 
what did I feel at this unexpected meeting, over. 
whelmed as I was before, with my own diſtreſs, 
I with a loud ſcream fainted away, and when I re. 
covered, found myſelf in the arms of Mr. Fathom, 
who wept over me with great affliction. All his 
proſpects of gaiety had now vaniſhed, and his heart 
was ſoftened by his own misfortunes, to a feel: 

of another's woe, as well as to a due ſenſe of his 
own guilt, He expreſſed the deepeſt ſorrow for 
having been the occaſion of my ruin, endeavoured 
to comfort me with promiſe of aſſiſtance, and in- 
deed by practiſing medicine among the priſoners, 
made thife to keep us both from ſtarving. But 
ſurely no ſinner underwent ſuch ſevere remorſe as 
that winch he fuffered during his impriſonment, 
From the day of our meeting, I never onceſaw him 
ſmile; a melancholy cloud continually overhung 
his countenance. He numbered the minutes by his 
groans; he uſed to ſtart with horror from his flecp, 
and ſtriking his breaſt, would exclaim, O Elinor! 


« I am the worſt of villains!” Sometimes he ſeem- 
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ed diſordered in his brain, and raved about Re- 


naldo and Monimia. In a word, his mind was 
in a dreadful ſituation, and all his agonies were 
communicated to me, whom by this time he had 
married, in order to make fome atonement for my 
wrongs. Wretched as he then was, I remembered 
the accompliſhed youth who had captivated my 
virgin heart: the old impreſſions ſtill remained: J 
ſaw his penitence, pitied his misfortune ; and bis 
wife being dead, conſented to join his fate, che ce- 
remony having been performed by a fellow-prito- 
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*:ner, who was in orders. Though his hard hearted 
creditor had no other chance of being paid than 
that of ſetting him at liberty, he lent a deaf ear to 
all our ſupphcations: and this cruelty conſpiring 
with the anguiſh of my huſband's own reflection, 
affected his health and ſpirits to ſuch a degree, that 
he could no longer earn the. miſerable pittanee 
which had hitherto fupported our lives. Then our 
'calamities began to multiply. Indigence and fa- 
mine ſtared us in the face; and it was with the ut- 
moſt difficulty that we reſiſted their attacks, by ſell- 
ing or pledging our wearing apparel, until we were 
left almoſt quite naked, when we found ourſelves 
diſcharged by an act paſfed for the relief of inſol- 
vent debtors. This charitable law, which was in- 
tended ſor a conſolation to the wretched, proved 
to us the moſt ſevere diſaſter ; for we wers turned 
out into the ſtreets, utterly deſtitute of food, rai- 
ment and lodging; at a time when Mr: Fathom 
was fo weakened by his diſtemper, that he could 
not ſtand alone. I ſupported him from door to 
door, imploring the compaſſion of charnable cbrif- 
tians; and was at length permitted to ſhelter him 
in this miſerable place, where his diſcaſe gaining 
ground, he lay three days in that deplorable condi- 
tion, from which he hath, now been reſcued, (tho? 
A fear too latd) by your humanity and benevolence. 
She ſhed a flood of tears at the concluſion of this 
mournful tale, which did not feil to affect the whole 
audience, efpecially Serafina, who aſſured her, that 
whatever ſhould happen to her huſband, ſhe might 
depend upon finding favour and protection, provided 
her conduct ſhould correſpond with her proſeſſions. 
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- While this grateful creature. kiſſed the hand of her 


Kind benefactreſs, Fathom uttered a groan, began to 
ſtir in the bed, and with a languid voice called upon 
Elinor, who inſtantly withdrawing the curtain, pre- 
ſented the whole company to his view. He had now 
retrieved the uſe of his perception by the operation of 
1 the 
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the bliſters, which began to torture him ſeverely : he 
looked around him with amazement and atfright, and 
diſtinguiſhing the three perſons againſt whom the 
chief arrows-of his fraud and treachery had been le- 
velled, he concluded that he was now arrived at the 
land of departed ſouls, and that the ſhades of thoſe 
whom he had ſo grievoully injured, were come to ſee 
him tormented according to his demerits. 

Fraught with this notion, which was confirmed by 
the bodily pain which he felt, and the appearance ef 
the clergyman and Joſhua, whom he — for the 
miniſters of vengeance, he cried in a tone replete with 
horror, * Is there no mercy then for penitence! # 
© there no, Fity due to the miſeries I ſuffered upon 
© earth} ſave me, O bountiful heaven! from the ter- 
'* 1018 of everlaſting woe; hide me from theſe dread- 
* ful executioners, whoſe looks are torture; forgive 
* me, generous Caſtilian! O Renaldo! thou hadſt 
© once a tender heart. I dare not lift my eyes to Se- 
© rafina! that pattern of human excellence who fell a 
victim to my atrocious guilt; yet, her aſpeCt is all 
* mildneſs and compaſſion. Ha! are not theſe the 
drops of pity? Yes, they ate tears of mercy. : they 
fall like refreſhing ſhowers upon my drooping foul! 
ah murthered innocence! wilt thou not intercede 
for thy betrayer at the throne of grace! i 

Here he was interrupied by Melville, who with a 
grave and ſolemn air pronounced, * great hath been 
© thy guilt, unhappy Ferdinand, and great have been 
thy ſufferings. Yet, we come not to inſult, but to 
© alleviate thy diſtreſs. Providence hath kindly de- 
«| feated thy dire intentions, which we therefore now 
© forgive and tranſmit to oblivion, whether it be thy 
lot to yield up thy ſpirit immediately, or to ſurvive 
© the dangerous malady with which thou art at preſent 
© overwhelmed, Suffer not thyſelf to deſpair; for 
the mercy of heaven is infinite; and ſubmit to the 
directions of this worthy gentleman, who will em- 
* pioy his {kill for thy recovery, while we frat} 0 
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t care to furniſh thee with neceſſary attendance: as too 
« much ſpeaking may be prejudicial to thy health, I 
+ diſpenſe with a reply, and exhort thee to compoſe 
« thyſelf toreſt.* So ſaying, he drew the curtain, and 
the company retired, leaving Fathom intranced with 
wonder, 

The next Rep which Renaldo took for the benefit 
of this wretched penitent, was to ſend for the apo- 
thecary, with whom: he leſt a ſum of money to be 


expended for the convenience of Fathom and his wife; 


then he laid injunAions upon the phyhcian to repeat 
his viſits ; and that gentleman, together with the cler- 
gyman and Joſhua, taking leave of the others till next 
day, the count ſet out with the ladies and his father- 
in-la w, to the houſe where they had lodged the pre- 
ceding night. | 

The reader may well imagine the converfarion of 
the evening turned wholly upon the ſtrange occurence 
of the day, which ſeemed to have been concerted by 


ſupernatural preſcience, in order to ſatisfy the ven- 


geance, and afford matter of triumph to the genero- 


ſuy of thoſe who had been ſo grievoully injured by 
the guilty Fathom. Though not one of them would 


fay that ſuch a miſcreant onght to live; yet all con- 
curred in approving the offices of humanity which 


had been performed, and even endeavoured to find 
ſpecious pretexts for vindicating their compaſſion. 
Don Diego ſaid, it would ill become a tranſgreſſor 
like him, to withhold his forgiveneſs from a ſinner 
who had wronged him: madam Clement appealed: 


to the approbation of heaven, which had undoubtedly 


directed them that way, for the purpoſe they had ful- 
filled: Serefina ebſerved, that the crimes of the delin- 
quent were obliterated by his ſorrow, miſery and re- 
pentance; Renaldo honeſtly owned, that, exclufive of 
other reaſons, he could not deny himſelf the luxurious 
enjoyment of communicating happineſs to his fellow-: 


creatures in diſtreſs; and cach fervently prayed, 2 
cir 
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their charity might not be diſappointed by the death 
of the object. N FE * 

While they amuſed themſelves in theſe diſcuſſions, 
Fathom after having lain ſome hours ſilent, in conſe- 
m_ of Renaldo's advice, could no longer ſuppreſs 
the aſtoniſhment of his mind, but addreſſing himſelf 
to his wife, O Elinor? ſaid he, my delirium ig 
no paſt ; though I {till remember the phantaſies of 
my diſtempered brain: among other reveries, my 
imagination was regaled with'a viſion ſo pertect and 
*: diſtin, as to emulate truth and reality Methought 
count de Melville, don Diego de Zelos, and the di- 
vine Serefina, the very perſons who are now crying 

- before the throne of heaven for vengeance againſt 
the guilty Fathom, flood by my bediide, with looks 
of pity and forgiveneſs; and that Renaldo ſpoke 
peace to my deſpairing ſoul. 1 heard the words 
diſtinctly: I retain them in my memory. I faw 
© the tears trickle from Serefina's cyes: I heard her 
L 
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father utter a compaſſidnate ſigh; and ſhould actu- 
ally believe that they were perſonally preſent, had 
not I long ago ſeen with my own eyes the funeral 
- proceſſion of that young lady whoſe wrongs God 
rdon ; and were I not convinced that ſuch a meet- 
ing could not be effected without the immediate 
and miraculous interpoſition of heaven. Yet every 
+. thing I now ſee, correſponds with the words of Re- 
©naldo, which ſtill fund in my ears. When my 
perception forſook me, I lay in the moſſ ahject mi- 
ſery, among firaw ; and thou, poor injured inno- 
cence, waſt naked and forlorn. Now, I find my- 
ſelf repoſed in à warm, eaſy, comfortable bed: I 
ſee around me the marks of human charity and care, 
aud the favourable change in thy appearance, glads 
my poor dejected heart: Say, Whence this happy 
v alteration > Do I really awake from that dream of 
*- miſery in which we have continued ſo long? or do 
I ſtill utterithe extravagant ravinge ofa diſtempered 

brain?“ : 
; Elinor 
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Elinor was afraid of imparting at once all the par- 
ticulars of the happy change he had undergone, leſt 
they might leave a dangerous impreſſion upon his 
fancy, which was not yet duly compoſed : ſhe con- 
rented herſ: if, therefore, with telling him, that he had 
been obliged to the humanity of a gentleman and 
lady, who chanced to paſs that way by accident, and 
who underſtanding his deplorable caſe, had furniſhed 
him with the conveniencies which he now enjoyed: 
ſhe then preſented to him what the. doftor had di- 
rected her to adminiſter, and admoniſhing him to 
commit his head to the pillow, he was favoured with 
a breathing ſweat, fell faſt aſleep, and in a few hours 
waked again altogether col and undiſturbed, 

It was upon this occaſion that his wife explained 
the circumſtances of that viſit which had redeemed 
him from extremity of wretchedneſs and the jaws of 
death; upon which he ſtarted up, and throwing 
himſelf” upon his knees, exclaimed, * All gracious 
* Power! this was the work of . own bounteous 
* hand; the voice of my ſorrow and repentance hath 
been heard. Thou haſt infpired my benefactors 
* with more than mortal. goodneſs in my behalf ; 
* how ſhall I praiſe thy name! how ſhall I requite 
* their generolity! O I am bankrupt to both! yet, 
et me not periſh until I ſhall have convinced 
them of my reformation, and ſeen them enjoying 
* that felicity which ought to be reſerved for ſuch 
* conſummate virtue.“ 

Next day, in the forenoon, he was viſited by the 
Phyſician, whom he now recolle&ed to have ſeen at 
the houſe of Madam Clement; and after having 
thanked that gentleman for his humanity and care, be 


earneſtly. begged to know by what means Serafina 


been preſerved. When he was ſatisfied in this 
rticular, and given to underſtand that ſhe was now- 
ppy in the arms of Renaldo, Bleſſed be God 
he cried, for having defeated the villainy of him 
© who ſought pen lech lovers, Dear fv, will you 
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add one circumſtance to your charity, and bear to 
© that happy couple, and the noble fon Diego, che 
the reſpects and the remerſe of a fincere penitent, 
whom their compaſſion hath raiſed to life. I have 
been ſuch a traitor to them, that my words deſerve 
no regard. I will not therefore uſe profeſſions. 1 
dare not hope to be admitted into their preſence, I 
am, indeed, aſhamed to ſee the hght of the ſun : 
how then could I bear the looks of that injured fa- 
mily! ah, no! let me hide myſelf in ſome obſcure 
© retreat, where I may work out my ſalvation with 
© fear and trembling, and pray incellantly to heaven 
for their proſperity.” 

The phyſician promiſed to repreſent his contrition 
to the count and his lady, and accordingly proceeded 
to their habitation, where he repeated theſe expreſ- 
fions, and pronounced his patient out of danger: ſo 
that their thoughts were now employed im concert- 
ing a ſcheme for his future ſubſiſtence, that he might 
not be expoſed by indigence to a relapſe in point of 
morals. Renaldo being ſtill averſe to any perſonal 
intercourſe with ſuch a wretch, until he ſhould give 
ſome undoubted . proofs of amendment, and as yet 
afraid of intruſting him with any office that required 
integrity, reſolved, with the approbation of all pre- 
ſeat, to ſettle him in a cheap country in the north of 
England, where he and his wife could live comfort- 
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ably on an annuity of ſixty pounds, until his beha- 


viour ſhould intitle him to a better proviſion. 

This reſolution was juſt taken, when Joſhua arrived 
with a gentleman whom he introduced to don Diego 
as the ſecretary of the Spaniſh ambaſſador. After 
the firſt compliments, this ſtranger told the Caſtilian, 
that he waited upon him at the deſire of his excel- 
lency, who would have come in perſon, had he not 
been confined by the gout. Then he put into his 
hand, a letter ſrom the court of Madrid, written by 
a nobleman of Diego's acquaintance, who informed 
him, that don Manuel de Mendoza having made 

away 


honours and eſtates. 
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away with himſelf by poiſon, in order to avoid the 
diſgrace of a legal conviction, his catholic majeſty 
was now convinced of don Diego's innocence, and 
granted him leave to return, and take poſſeſſion of his 
This information was confirms 
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ed by the ſecretary, who aſſured him that the ambaſ- 
ſador had orders to make him acquainted with this 
favourable decifion of the king. The Caſtilian hav- 
ing firſt acquitted himſelf in the moſt polite terms 
to the ſecretary and the Jew, who, he ſaid, had al- 
ways been a meſſenger of glad tidings, communi- 
cated his happineſs to the company; and this even- 


ing conclude 


the third day of their rejoicing, 


Next morning, don Diego went to viſit the am- 
baſſador, accompanied by Joſhua and the ſecretary ; 
while the phyſician repairing to the habitation of 
Fathom, ſignified, by Renaldo's direction, the reſo- 
lution which had been taken in his behalf; and the 
patient no ſooner heard his doom, than lifting ap his 
hands, he cried, © I am unworthy of ſuch tenderneſs 
and benevolence :* while Elinor ſhed a flood of 
tears in ſilence, unable to give utterance to her grate« 
ful thought; Melville's bounty having ſo far tran» 


ſcended her moſt ſanguine hope. 


The Spaniard having paid his devoirs to his excel 
lency, returned before dinner ; and in the afternoon, 


deſiring a private conference w 
tired into another apartment, and he. e 
ſelf to this effect: 


Serafina, they re- 
xpreſſed him- 
* You have contracted, my dear 


child, * an habit of calling madam Clement your 
mother, and doubtleſs, by her maternal tenderneſs 
and regard, ſhe hath acquired a juſt title to the ap- 
e — yet I cwn I would fain ſtrengthen it 
by a legal claim. I no ſooner retrieved my daugh- 
* ter, than I gave her away to the moſt deſerving 


© youth that ever ſighed with love. 


I. rejoice in the 
which ſecured your happineſs : but I left my- 


gift 
8 elt in a ſolitary ſituation, which even the return of 
* my good fortune cannot 3 eaſy and ſupporta- 


L 
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ble. When I reviſit the caſtle of Zelos, every 
4. well known object will recall the memory of m 
Antonia, and I fhall want a companion to fill her 
place, and to ſympathize with me m that ſorrow 
which will be derived from my remembrance, 
Who is there ſo worthy to ſucceed your mother in 
< the affection of don Diego, as ſhe who intereſts her 
love for Serafina, and reſembles her ſo ſtrongly in 
© every virtue of the fex ? Similar attractions will pro- 
© duce ſimilar effects. My heart is already attached to 
that good lady; and provided Serafina ſhall approve 
* of my choice, I will lay myſelf and fortune at her 
4 feet. 

The fair counteſs replied, with an enchanting ſmile, 
that before this declaration ſhe bad with pleaſure 
perceived the progreſs which madam Clement had 
made in his heart; and that ſhe did not believe there 
was a perſon upon earth better qualified to repair the 
loſs he had ſuſtained ; though ſhe foreſaw one obſta- 
cle to his happineſs, which ſhe was afraid would 
not be eaſily ſurmounted, - * You mean,” anſwered 
the Caſtilian, * the difference of religion, which I 
am reſolved to remove by adopting the Proteſtant 
* faith; though I am fully ſatished that real goodneſs 
© is of no particular perſuahon, and that ſalvation 
© cannot depend upon belief, over which the will 
4 has no influence. I inveſt you therefore with the 
© charge of declaring my paſlion and propoſal, and 
* impower you to ſatisfy her ſcruples with regard to 
the religion which I now profeſs, and Which I 
Mall not openly —_—_— until I ſhall have ſecured, 
in this country, effecls ſufficient to ſcreen me from 
the ill conſequences of my king's diſpleaſure.” 
Serafina undertook this office with pleaſure, becauſe 
ſhe had reaſon to think his addreſſes would not be 
Adiſagreeable to madam Clement; and that ſame night 
made the count acquainted with the nature of her 
commiſſion. Nor was her ex pectation diſappoint- 
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ed: the French lady, with that frankneſs which is 
peculiar to virtue and good breeding, confeſſed that 
don Diego was not indifferent to her choice, and dia 
not heſitate in receiving him upon the footing of a 
lover. As we have already dwelt circumſtantially 
on the paſhon of love, ſo as perhaps even to have 
tired our readers, we ſhall not repeat the dialogue 
that paſſed, when the Spaniard was indulged: with an 
opportunity to explain his ſentiments. Suffice it to- 
obſerve, that the lady's days of coquetry were now 
over, and that ſhe was too wiſe to. trifle with the 
time, which every moment became more and more 
precious. It was agreed then, that don Diego ſhould 
ſettle bis affairs in Spain, and return to England, in 
order to eſpouſe madam Clement, with a view to fix 
bis reſidence in this iſland, where Renaldo likewiſe: 
propoſed to enjoy the ſweets of his fortune, pro- 
vided he could. draw. hither his intereſts and con- 
nections. 

Mean while, having for ſome days enjoved his 
bliſs with all the fulneſs of rapture amidſt this ſmalb 
but agreeable ſociety, he ſhifted the ſcene, and con- 
ducted his dear partner to à ready furniſhed houſe 
in town, which, together with an occaſional equipage, 
his friend Joſhua had hired: for the accommodation 
of him and his father-in-law, who, during his ſtay 
in England, failed not to cultivate the miltre!s of 
his heart with the moſt punctual aſhduity. Hitherto- 
Serafina had been as a precious jewel locked up in 
a caſket, which the owner alone has an opportunity» 
to contemplate : but now the count, who was proud 
of ſuch a prize, reſolved to let her ſhine forth to the 
admiration of the whole world. With this view., 
he beſpoke ſuch ornaments as befuted her quality, 
and while the mantua-makers were employed in her 
lervice, made a tour among his former acquaintance, 
and diſcharged the obligations under which he lay 
to ſome who had aſhſted him in his diſtreſs. He did 
not, however, introduce them to his charming Sera- 
G. 2: na; 
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fina ; becauſe not one of them had formerly treated 
her with that delicacy of regard which he thought 
her due; and ſome of them were much mortified 
at their neglect, when they ſaw what a dazzling 
figure ſhe made in the beau monde. 

She was viſited by the Spaniſh and Imperial am. 
baſſadors, and divers other foreigners of diſtinction, 
to whom Melville had letters of recommendation : 
but her firſt public appearance was in a box at the 
opera, accompanied by madam Clement, the count, 
and don Diego: the entertainment was already be- 
gun, ſo that her entrance had the greater effect upon 
the audience, whoſe atteation was Bon detached from 
the performance, and rivetted upon this amiable ap- 
Paritron, which ſeemed to be ſome bright being of 
another world dropt from the clouds among them, 
Then did the ſpirit of curioſity play its part: a thou- 
ſand whiſpers circulated; as many glaſſes were exalt- 
ed to reconnoitre this box of foreigners, for ſuch 
they concluded them to be from their appcarance, 
Every male ſpectator acknowledged Serafina to be 
the paragon of beauty; and every female 'confellcd, 
that Melville was the model of a fine gentleman. The 
Charms of the young counteſs did not eſcape the eye 
and approbation of royalty itſelf; and when her rank 
was known, from the information of the ambaſſadors 
and other people of condition who were ſeen ſalut- 
ing her at a diſtance, that ſame evening a thouſand 


bumpers were {wallowed in honour of the counteſs ' 


de Melville. The tame of her beauty was immdaately 
extended over this immenſe metropolis, and different 
ſchemes were concerted for bringing her into life. 
Thele, however, ſhe reſiſted with unwearied obili- 
nacy. Her happineſs centered in Renaldo, and the 
cultivation of a few friends within the ſhade of do- 
meſtic quiet : ſhe did not even forget the-concerns of 
the wretched Fathom, and his faithful Elinor, who 
daily enjoyed freſh inſtances of her humanity and 
care: when bis fever forſook him, he 'was jupplics 
9 Wit 


FERDINAND Count FATHOM, 119 


with nouriſhing food for the recovery of his health; 
and as ſoon as he found hemſelf in a condition to tra- 


vel, he gave notice to his benefactor, who deſired 


Joſhua to ſettle with him the manner in which he 
was to reeeive his allowance, and to pay the firſt half 
year's ſalary per advance. 5 
This affair being adjuſted, and the place of his re- 
treat ſignified, the Jew .told Elinor, that ſhe might 
wait upon the counteſs before their departure; and 
ſhe did not fail to make uſe of this permiſſion. Af- 
ter they had made the neceſſary preparations for their 
journey, and taken places in the York ſtage-coach, 
Mrs. Fathom, cloathing herſelf in decent apparel, went 
to the houſe of count Melville, and was immediately 
admitted to the preſence of Serafina, who received her 
with her uſual complacency, enriched her with falu- 
tary advice, comforted her with hope of better things, 
—_— her conduct and that of her huſband ſhould 
enceforth be ſound irreproachable;; and wiſhing her 
peace and happineſs, — her with a box of linen, 
and twenty guiheas in a purſe. Such exceſſive goodneſs 
overpowered this ſenſible young woman to ſuch a de- 
gree, that ſhe ſtood before her in ſpeechleſs awe and 
veneration ; and the counteſs, in order to relieve her 
from the confuſion under which ſhe ſuffered, quitted the 
room, leaving her to the care of her woman, It was 
not long, however, before her gratitude broke out in 
loud exclamations and a violent paſſion of tears, 
which all her efforts could not, for a good while, 
overcome, By this time the coach was brought u 
to the gate, for the reception of Serafina, Who nh 
an airing every day at the ſame hour; when Renaldo, 
leading her to the vehicle, bcheld a man plainly 


dreſſed itanding within the court, with his head 
and body bent towards the earth, ſo that his counte- 


nancd could not be perceived, |; 
Melville, who ſuppoſed him to be ſome unfortunate 


man come to implore his charity, turned towards 


him, and aſked, with a humane accent, if he wanted 


— 
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to ſpeak with any perſon in the houſe ? To this inter 
rogation the ſtranger replied, without lifting up his 
head, Overwhelmed as I am with count Melville's 
* generolity, together with a conſciouſneſs of my own 
& unworthineſs, it ill becomes a wretch like me to 
© importune him for further favour; yet I could nut 
bear the thought of withdrawing (perhaps for ever) 
from the preſence of my benetattor, without ſoli- 
© citing his. permiſſion to ſee his face in. mercy, to ac- 
© knowledge my atrocious crimes, to hear my pardon 
confirmed by his voice, and that of his accompliſhed 
© counteſs, whom I dare not even ata diſtanec behold; 
© and to expreſs my fervent wiſh for their proſperity.” 
Melville, whoſe heart was but too tender, could 
not hear this addteſs without emotion: he recognized 
the companion of his infancy and youth z. he remem. 
bered the happy ſcenes he had enjoyed with Fathom, 
whoſe voice had always ſuch an effect upon his ear, as 
to excite the ideas of friendſhip and eſteem; and he was 
diſturbed by this unexpected meeting, which alſo diſ- 
compoſed the beauteous Serafina. Renaldo having 
pauſed a little, It is with pain,“ ſaid he, I recol- 
© left any thing to the prejudice of Fathom, whoſe 
future behaviour will, I hope, eraze the memory of 
© his offences, and juſtify what other ſteps I may 
take in nis favour. Mean while I heartily forgive 
« what is paſt; and, in token of my ſincerity, preſent 
© my hand; which our adventurer bathed with his 
tears. The counteſs, whoſe mind was-uniſon with her 
huſband, repeated her aſfurances of pardon-and pro- 
tection; at which the penitent rejoiced in filence, 
while he raiſed his head and took a parting view of 
thoſe charms which had formerly enſlaved his heart. 
Having thus obeyed the dictates of his duty and in- 
clination, he next morning embarked in the ſtage- 
coach, with his faithful Elinor, and in ſix days arrived 
at the place of his retreat, which he found cxtremely 
well adapted to the circumſtances of his mind ard for- 
tune; for all his vice and ambition was now quite 
morilicd: 
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mortified within him, and his whole attention engroſ- 
ſed in atoning for his former crimes, by a ſober and 
penitent life, by which alone he could deſerve the 
uncommon generoſity of his patrons. 

While he thus accommodated himſelf to his new 
ſyſtem, Renaldo received letters of congratulation 
from his ſiſter, who with the major had come to Bruſ- 
ſels, in order to meet her brother and Serafina, accord- 
ing to his propoſal. This intimation being commu- 
nicated to don Diego, he reſolved to accompany them 
to Flanders, in his way to Spain. Preparations were 
made for their departure; the clergyman and phyſi- 
cian were honoured with valuable marks of friendſhip 
and eſteem from the counteſs, Renaldo and the Caſti- 
lian, who were convoyed to Deal by madam Clement, 
to whom, at parting, don Diego preſented a diamond 
ring, as a pledge of his inviolable love. 

Here the travellers hired a veſſel for Oſtend, which 
they reached in a few hours; in two days more the 
arrived at Bruſſels, where Mrs. Farrel and her hub. 
band were ſtruck with admiration at the ſurprizing 
beauty and accompliſhment of their ſiſter-in-law, 
whom they careſſed with equal tenderneſs and joy.— 
In a word, all parties were as happy as good fortune 
could make them; and don Diego {et out for Spain, 
after they had agreed to relide in the Low Countries 
till his return. 
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